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ULTRACONSERVATIVE CRAP

SOMEONE WHO HAD RECEIVED A COUPLE OF UNSOLICITED EMAILS, FORWARDED THEM TO ME AND ASKED ME TO REPLY TO THE CLAIMS MADE IN THEM.  THE ORIGINATOR OF THE EMAILS WAS OBVIOUSLY A SIMPLETON. THE FIRST EMAIL BEGINS:

Short newspaper editorial - Worth Reading !!!!

NO SIMPLE, IT WASN'T AN EDITORIAL. IT WAS "A LETTER TO THE EDITOR."
EDITORIALS ARE WRITTEN BY JOURNALISTS. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR CAN BE WRITTEN BY ANYONE.

AND SIMPLE, ONE EXCLAMATION POINT IS ENOUGH - THIS ISN'T FACEBOOK.

Written by Ken Huber of Tawas City

Has America become the land of the special interest and home of the double standard?

HUBER, WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY "HAS AMERICA BECOME?"

CAN YOU NAME A TIME IN HISTORY WHEN THOSE THINGS DIDN'T EXIST? IN ANY  COUNTRY? AT ANY  TIME IN HISTORY?

NO, YOU CAN'T, BECAUSE SPECIAL INTERESTS AND DOUBLE STANDARDS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN WITH US, AND LIKELY ALWAYS WILL BE.

Lets see: if we lie to the Congress, it's a felony and if the congress lies to us its just politics;

HUBER, AS MUCH AS I HATE TO ADMIT IT, I HAVE TO AGREE WITH YOU ON THAT ONE. UNFORTUNATELY, IF WE BOOTED OUT ALL THE LYING CONGRESSMEN, WASHINGTON WOULD BE A GHOST TOWN.

AND HUBER, THE PHRASE "LETS SEE" SHOULD HAVE AN APOSTROPHE; AND SO SHOULD THE WORD "ITS." WHAT IS IT WITH YOU CHRISTIANS AND GRAMMAR? HAVE FAITH IN ME ON THIS ONE HUBER: IF YOU BREAK OPEN A DICTIONARY ONCE IN A WHILE ... YOU WON'T CATCH LEPROSY.

if we dislike a black person, we're racist

HUBER, THAT DEPENDS ON WHY  YOU DISLIKE THE BLACK PERSON.

and if a black dislikes whites, it's their 1st Amendment right;

HUBER, IT'S EVERYONE'S 1ST AMENDMENT RIGHT TO DISLIKE WHOMEVER THEY CHOOSE. HOWEVER, AS JUST POINTED OUT, WHETHER OR NOT IT'S RACIST DEPENDS ON WHY YOU DISLIKE THE PERSON.

HUBER, IF YOU WANT TO COMPLAIN ABOUT SPECIAL PRIVILEGES FOR BLACKS YOU WOULD HAVE A FAR STRONGER POSITION IF YOU ATTACKED AFFIRMATIVE ACTION RATHER THAN MAKING IGNORANT STATEMENTS LIKE THE ONE YOU JUST MADE.

the government spends millions to rehabilitate criminals and they do almost nothing for the victims;

HUBER, ONCE AGAIN I AM FORCED TO AGREE WITH YOU. I TOO WOULD LIKE TO SEE OUR LAWS PROVIDE GREATER COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE GUILTY.

in public schools you can teach that homosexuality is OK,

HUBER, SO YOU'RE SAYING IT ISN'T? CAN YOU GIVE US A REASON WHY  IT ISN'T? CAN YOU GIVE US A REASON WHY IT IS ANY OF YOUR BUSINESS?

but you better not use the word God in the process;

HUBER, THAT'S BECAUSE GOD MADE HIS FEELINGS ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY VERY CLEAR: THEY ARE TO BE EXECUTED - BY STONING TO BE SPECIFIC. AH, THE GOOD OLD DAYS. IF ONLY YOU HAD LIVED THEN, HUH HUBER? YOU COULD HAVE LINED UP THOSE LITTLE QUEERS, AND THEN PELTED THEM WITH ROCKS UNTIL THEIR HEADS SPLIT OPEN. OR IF YOU LIVED IN AMERICA ONLY A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AGO, YOU COULD HAVE DANCED AROUND A BURNING WITCH WITH THE REST OF YOUR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS WHILE SOME POOR, INNOCENT WOMAN DIED A HORRIBLE DEATH. IT'S EASY TO SEE WHY YOUR GOD IS LOVED BY SO MANY. WHAT OTHER RELIGION ALLOWS YOU TO HAVE SO MUCH FUN?

you can kill an unborn child,

HUBER, YOUR GOD KILLS 50 MILLION UNBORN CHILDREN EVERY YEAR BY MISCARRIAGE. IN YOUR BIBLE, GOD HAD HIS GOONS RIP THE FETUSES OUT OF PREGNANT WOMEN. BUT YOU DON'T HAVE A PROBLEM WITH ANY OF THAT DO YOU?

OF COURSE YOU DON'T. ABORTION IS FINE WITH YOU AS LONG AS THE ORDERS COME FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD AND THE MOTHER IS MURDERED ALONG WITH THE FETUS.

but its wrong to execute a mass murderer;

HUBER, HAVEN'T YOU EVER BEEN TO TEXAS?

THEY'LL EXECUTE YOU OVER A PARKING TICKET.

AND HUBER ... THE APOSTROPHE?

we don't burn books in America, we now rewrite them;

HUBER, AS A CHRISTIAN YOU ARE AN EXPERT ON THAT. HOW MANY DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF THE BIBLE ARE THERE NOW? DOZENS?

JUST A QUICK QUESTION HUBER, WHICH IS THE ONE THAT GOD INSPIRED?

THAT'S RIGHT HUBER, WHICHEVER ONE YOU ARE CURRENTLY USING.

we got rid of the communist and socialist threat by renaming them progressives;

HUBER, YOU SHOULDN'T TALK ABOUT JESUS THAT WAY. HE WAS ABOUT AS 'SOCIALISTIC' AS ANYONE COULD EVER BE. ANOTHER QUICK QUESTION HUBER: HOW COME, NO MATTER WHERE ON EARTH YOU GO, THE PEOPLE MOST UNLIKE CHRIST ... ARE CHRISTIANS?

we are unable to close our border with Mexico, but have no problem protecting the 38th parallel in Korea;

HUBER, SINCE NO ONE HAS EVER BEEN ABLE TO SUCCESSFULLY STOP THE FLOW OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION FROM MEXICO, WHAT MAKES YOU THINK YOU HAVE THE ANSWER?

AND THE 38TH PARALLEL IN KOREA IS PROTECTED BY MANY NATIONS HUBER, OF WHICH WE ARE JUST ONE.

if you protest against President Obama's policies you're a terrorist,

HUBER, REPUBLICAN LAWMAKERS PROTEST HIS POLICIES EVERY DAY. CAN YOU NAME ONE WHO HAS BEEN CALLED A TERRORIST? NO, YOU CAN'T.

AND WHY DIDN'T YOU USE PRESIDENT BUSH AS AN EXAMPLE INSTEAD OF OBAMA? IT'S BECAUSE THOSE WHO PROTESTED AGAINST BUSH'S POLICIES WERE TERRORISTS, WEREN'T THEY HUBER?

but if you burned an American flag or George Bush in effigy it was your 1st Amendment right.

HUBER, BURNING THE AMERICAN FLAG HAS BEEN DETERMINED BY THE SUPREME COURT TO BE A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT; AS IS BURNING ANYONE IN EFFIGY. BOTH ARE CONSIDERED FREE SPEECH. I'LL AGREE BOTH ARE VERY STUPID, BUT OUR CONSTITUTION GUARANTEES EVERYONE THE RIGHT TO BE STUPID HUBER ... YOU, BEING A PRIME EXAMPLE.

You can have pornography on TV or the internet, but you better not put a nativity scene in a public park during Christmas;

HUBER, JANET JACKSON WAS FINED OVER HALF A MILLION DOLLARS JUST FOR A "WARDROBE MALFUNCTION." YET YOU JUST STATED THAT YOU CAN HAVE PORNOGRAPHY ON TV? STRIKE ONE HUBER.

YOU WANT US TO BELIEVE YOU'RE NOT INTO PORNOGRAPHY? EVEN IF THAT WERE TRUE, SO WHAT? THEN DON'T WATCH IT. STRIKE TWO HUBER.

NATIVITY SCENES IN CHURCHES AND ON PRIVATE PROPERTY ARE FINE. BUT THE 1ST AMENDMENT, WHICH YOU CLAIMED TO SUPPORT, RESTRICTS THEIR DISPLAY BY THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH INCLUDES  PUBLIC PARKS. I CAN GUARANTEE YOU HUBER, IF IT WERE MOHAMMED BEING DISPLAYED, YOU WOULD BE AT THE VERY FRONT OF A CROWD OF FURIOUS CHRISTIANS, RUNNING UP TO THEM, AND WAVING THE FIRST AMENDMENT AT THEM.

HUBER ... STRIKE THREE.

we have eliminated all criminals in America, they are now called sick people;

HUBER, THEN WHY DO WE KEEP THEM IN PRISONS INSTEAD OF HOSPITALS?

we can use a human fetus for medical research, but it's wrong to use an animal.

HUBER, EARLIER YOU CALLED THEM UNBORN CHILDREN; NOW YOU REFER TO THEM AS HUMAN FETUSES. THAT'S PROBABLY BECAUSE THE RESEARCH, TO WHICH YOU ARE REFERRING, INVOLVED DEAD FETUSES. WHAT IS THE PROBLEM YOU HAVE WITH DOING RESEARCH ON A CORPSE?

AND OF COURSE IT'S WRONG TO USE ANIMALS FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH. NO ONE CLAIMS THAT IT IS RIGHT. WHAT THEY CLAIM IS THAT IT IS NECESSARY. LEARN THE DIFFERENCE HUBER.

We take money from those who work hard for it and give it to those who don't want to work;

HUBER, YOU ARE REFERRING TO SOCIAL PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE DISABLED, THE AGED, AND THE UNFORTUNATE. TO SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT, YOU MAKE THE ERRONEOUS ASSUMPTION THAT NONE OF THEM "WANT TO WORK." WHILE THAT IS TRUE FOR SOME, THAT DOES NOT JUSTIFY CUTTING ASSISTANCE TO ALL THOSE IN NEED. YOU ALSO TRIED TO MANIPULATE THE AUDIENCE BY IMPLYING THAT THOSE WHO ARE TAXED HAVE "WORKED HARD FOR IT." WHILE THAT IS TRUE FOR SOME, IT IS NOT TRUE FOR ALL. IT ALL DEPENDS ON HOW YOU DEFINE "WORKS HARD."

HUBER, I GATHER THAT YOU'VE NEVER ACTUALLY DROPPED A DIME INTO ONE OF THOSE CHARITY JARS AT KFC, HAVE YOU?

we all support the Constitution, but only when it supports our political ideology;

HUBER, THAT'S REAL INTERESTING COMING FROM SOMEONE WHO, ONLY ONE PAGE BACK, CRITICIZED THOSE WHO EXERCISED THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS BY DOING SOMETHING THAT WENT AGAINST YOUR  POLITICAL IDEOLOGY. IT'S CLEAR THAT YOUR ACCUSATION IS A BETTER DESCRIPTION OF YOU ... THAN IT IS OF THEM.

we still have freedom of speech, but only if we are being politically correct;

HUBER, DO YOU CONSIDER THIS LETTER TO BE POLITICALLY CORRECT? OF COURSE NOT. OTHERWISE YOU WOULDN'T BE COMPLAINING ABOUT POLITICAL CORRECTNESS. YET, NOT ONLY DO YOU HAVE THE FREEDOM TO WRITE IT, BUT THE FORT WORTH EXAMINER IN TEXAS EXERCISED THEIR FREEDOM OF SPEECH BY PUBLISHING IT. SO THIS LETTER ITSELF, REFUTES YOUR CLAIM.

parenting has been replaced with Ritalin and video games;

HUBER, RITALIN IS A MEDICALLY ADMINISTERED TREATMENT TO HELP CHILDREN WITH VARIOUS PROBLEMS INCLUDING ATTENTION-DEFICIT SYNDROME. VIDEO GAMES ARE DIVERSIONS, AND IN SOME CASES, EDUCATIONAL DIVERSIONS. NEITHER REPLACES PARENTING.

HUBER, DO YOU EVER THINK ANY OF THIS STUFF OUT BEFORE SLOPPING IT DOWN ON YOUR KEYBOARD?

APPARENTLY NOT.

the land of opportunity is now the land of hand outs;

HUBER, RENT THE DOCUMENTARY "THE ONE PERCENT" AND YOU'LL FIND OUT WHY  THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY HAS BECOME THE LAND OF HAND OUTS.

the similarity between Hurricane Katrina and the gulf oil spill is that neither president did anything to help.

HUBER, FEMA IS A FEDERAL AGENCY TASKED TO HANDLE DISASTERS. IT WAS DISPATCHED BY PRESIDENT BUSH AFTER  THE LOUISIANA GOVERNOR ORIGINALLY REFUSED THE OFFER OF HELP. THE GULF OIL SPILL WAS HANDLED BY THOSE RESPONSIBLE SO FEMA WAS UNNECESSARY. YOU MAY ARGUE WITH HOW POORLY THESE INCIDENTS WERE MANAGED, BUT TO SAY THAT NEITHER PRESIDENT DID ANYTHING TO HELP, IS JUST PLAIN IGNORANT. NO WAIT, IT'S NOT IGNORANT - IT'S DISHONEST HUBER.

And how do we handle a major crisis today? The government appoints a committee to determine who's at fault, then threatens them, passes a law, raises our taxes; tells us the problem is solved so they can get back to their reelection campaign.

HUBER, YOU REALLY NEED TO TAKE A LAXATIVE, LIE DOWN, AND LET YOUR BRAIN DEFLATE AS THE LAXATIVE TAKES EFFECT.

What has happened to the land of the free and home of the brave?

WELL HUBER, FOR ONE THING ... IT NEVER EXISTED. THE LAND OF THE FREE WAS FILLED WITH MILLIONS OF SLAVES FOR MOST OF ITS FIRST CENTURY; WHILE THE BRAVE LIE IN GRAVES OR HAUNT THE HALLS OF THE V.A. HOPING THAT OUR COUNTRY WILL REPAY THEIR SACRIFICE. INSTEAD, AMERICANS LIKE YOU WANT TO STRIP THEM OF EVEN THE MEAGER PITTANCE UPON WHICH THEY DEPEND.

HUBER, CALLING YOU "HUMAN" IS REALLY STRETCHING THE DEFINITION.
*************************************************************

NOW HERE IS THE SECOND EMAIL I RECEIVED. THE ORIGINATOR WAS THE SAME SIMPLETON WHO FORWARDED THE FIRST ONE. IT BEGINS:

This is one of the better emails I have received. It gently explains the difference in thinking between people with opposite outlooks.

ACTUALLY SIMPLE, IT'S JUST TYPICAL FAR-RIGHT, EVANGELICAL PROPAGANDA.

A young woman was about to finish her first year of college.  Like so many
others her age, she considered herself to be very liberal,

SIMPLE, IT SOUNDS LIKE THERE MAY BE HOPE FOR THE NEXT GENERATION AFTER ALL. NO, I'M NOT A LIBERAL. I JUST DISLIKE THEM, LESS THAN I DISLIKE YOU.

and among other liberal ideals, was very much in favor of higher taxes to support more government programs, in other words redistribution of wealth.

SIMPLE, RED FLAG! WHEN PEOPLE SAY "IN OTHER WORDS" THAT IS A SURE SIGN THAT THEY ARE GOING TO MISREPRESENT WHAT YOU SAID OR WHAT SOMETHING MEANS.

REGARDING "REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH," HAVE YOU EVER STUDIED HOW INSURANCE WORKS? EVERYONE CONTRIBUTES SO THAT WHEN SOMEONE SUFFERS A LOSS, THE UNFORTUNATE ONE WILL BE ABLE TO SURVIVE IT.

HAVE YOU EVER STUDIED HOW SOCIETIES FUNCTION? EVERYONE CONTRIBUTES TO FUND A MILITARY SO THAT WHEN ATTACKED, THE NATION CAN DEFEND ITSELF. IN A MODERN WORLD, THIS REQUIRES TAXES.

HAVE YOU EVER STUDIED ... NEVER MIND. YOU ARE MORE THAN AWARE OF THESE THINGS. YOU ARE IGNORING THEM BECAUSE THEY CONTRADICT THE POINT YOU ARE TRYING TO PUSH.

SIMPLE, NOW THAT YOU'VE ACHIEVED A COMFORTABLE LIFE WITH A NICE PENSION, YOU NO LONGER SEE ANY PERSONAL  VALUE IN PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO HELP THE LESS FORTUNATE. SO LIKE MOST SELFISH, GREEDY BASTARDS, YOU ARE DOING EVERYTHING YOU CAN TO REDUCE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THOSE IN NEED. YOU JUSTIFY YOUR ACTIONS BY TAKING THE BAD EXAMPLES, AND TRYING TO CONVINCE OTHERS THAT ALL THOSE IN POVERTY ARE LAZY OR IMMORAL. PEOPLE LIKE YOU POPULATE BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES; ONE MORE THAN THE OTHER.

She was deeply ashamed that her father was a rather staunch conservative, a feeling she openly expressed.  Based on the lectures that she had
participated in, and the occasional chat with a professor,

SIMPLE, YOU CHOSE THE WORDS "OCCASIONAL CHAT" TO MINIMIZE THE VALUE OF HER OPINION, BY MAKING IT APPEAR SHALLOW AND NOT WELL THOUGHT-OUT.

she felt that her father had for years harbored an evil, selfish desire to keep what he thought should be his.

SIMPLE, WHY WOULD HAVING A DESIRE TO KEEP WHAT WAS HIS, BE EVIL?

IT WOULDN'T BE. YOU INSERTED THAT IN THERE IN AN ATTEMPT TO MANIPULATE THE READERS. COME ON SIMPLE, YOU'RE MAKING THIS WAY TOO EASY.

One day she was challenging her father on his opposition to higher taxes on
the rich and the need for more government programs. The self-professed objectivity proclaimed by her professors had to be the truth and she indicated so to her father.

SIMPLE, YOU INSERTED "SELF-PROFESSED OBJECTIVITY" TO IMPLY THAT HER PROFESSORS PRETENDED TO BE OBJECTIVE ... BUT ACTUALLY WEREN'T. YOU ARE ONE VERY MANIPULATIVE LITTLE DUDE, SIMPLE.

He responded by asking how she was doing in school. Taken aback, she answered rather haughtily that she had a 4.0 GPA,

SIMPLE, YOUR PURPOSE IN USING THE ADJECTIVE "HAUGHTILY" WAS TO MAKE HER APPEAR ARROGANT. CAN YOU WRITE ANYTHING WITHOUT TRYING TO MANIPULATE YOUR AUDIENCE?

and let him know that it was tough to maintain, insisting that she was taking a very difficult course load and was constantly studying, which left her no time to go out and party like other people she knew.  She didn't even have time for a boyfriend, and didn't really have many college friends because she spent all her time studying.

SIMPLE, ANYONE WHO HAS EVER ATTENDED COLLEGE KNOWS THAT EVEN THE HARDEST WORKING STUDENTS CAN MAKE TIME FOR OTHER ACTIVITIES. IN FACT, IT IS COMMON FOR THE BEST STUDENTS TO EXCEL IN EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. THIS MAKES ME WONDER, SIMPLE ... DID YOU EVER GO TO COLLEGE? EVEN TO TAKE A 2-WEEK COURSE IN GUN CLEANING?

Her father listened and then asked, "How is your friend Audrey doing?"
She replied, "Audrey is barely getting by.  All she takes are easy classes,
she never studies and she barely has a 2.0 GPA. She is so popular on
campus; college for her is a blast.  She's always invited to all the parties
and lots of times she doesn't even show up for classes because she's too
hung over."

SIMPLE, IF HIS DAUGHTER IS STUDYING SO MUCH THAT SHE DOESN'T EVEN HAVE TIME TO BLOW HER NOSE, HOW DID SHE FIND THE TIME TO LEARN ALL THESE INTIMATE DETAILS ABOUT EVERY ASPECT OF HER FRIEND'S LIFE?

IT SOUNDS TO ME LIKE MAYBE SHE MAY HAVE HAD A LOVER AFTER ALL; ONE NAMED AUDREY, WHOM SHE DOESN'T WANT DAD TO KNOW ABOUT.

Her wise father asked his daughter,

SIMPLE, NOW SEE HOW YOU DESCRIBE THE CONSERVATIVE, "WISE." REMEMBER HOW YOU JUST DESCRIBED THE LIBERAL DAUGHTER? HAUGHTY?

(NOTE: THAT IS HOW A MANIPULATION TECHNIQUE WORKS. THE KEY TO SPOTTING WHEN SOMEONE IS TRYING TO MANIPULATE YOU, IS TO LOOK CLOSELY AT THE ADJECTIVES).

"Why don't you go to the Dean's office and ask him to deduct 1.0 off your GPA and give it to your friend who only has a 2.0.  That way you will both have a 3.0 GPA and certainly that would be a fair and equal distribution of GPA."

SIMPLE, HOW DID I KNOW YOU WERE GOING TO RESORT TO A FALSE ANALOGY? GEE, WHAT A FUCKING SURPRISE. I NEVER GUESSED YOU WOULD COME UP WITH AN IMPOSSIBLE, RIDICULOUS SCENARIO, AND THEN TRY TO CLAIM THAT YOUR ANALOGY WAS THE SAME THING AS SUPPORTING HIGHER TAXES. I AM IN SHOCK. I HAVE NEVER SEEN ANYONE TRY THIS TRICK BEFORE.

(FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DIDN'T GET IT ... THAT WAS SARCASM).

The daughter, visibly shocked by her father's suggestion,

SIMPLE, SHE PROBABLY WASN'T SO MUCH SHOCKED AS SHE WAS EMBARRASSED THAT HE WOULD MAKE SUCH A BIZARRE COMPARISON ... WHILE SOBER.

angrily fired back, "That's a crazy idea,

SEE SIMPLE, I TOLD YOU SO.

how would that be fair!  I've worked really hard for my grades!  I've invested a lot of time, and a lot of hard work! Audrey has done next to nothing toward her degree.  She played while I worked my tail off!"

ACTUALLY SIMPLE, IT SOUNDED MORE LIKE, DURING LATE NIGHT STUDY SESSIONS, AUDREY AND HIS DAUGHTER WERE BOTH  WORKING THEIR TAILS OFF ... UNDER THE COVERS.

The father slowly smiled, winked and said gently, "Welcome to the
conservative side of the fence."

LUKE, COME OVER TO THE DARK SIDE AND LEARN THE TRUE POWER OF THE FORCE.

If you ever wondered what side of the fence you sit on, this is a great
test!

SIMPLE, I'M NOT ON EITHER SIDE. BOTH IRRITATE ME ON A REGULAR BASIS: YOUR SIDE MORE THAN THEIRS. BUT I'LL GO AHEAD AND TAKE YOUR LITTLE TEST.

If a conservative doesn't like guns, he doesn't buy one.
If a liberal doesn't like guns, he wants all guns outlawed.

SIMPLE, CAN'T SAY I EVER MET A CONSERVATIVE WHO DIDN'T LIKE GUNS.

I LIKE MY GUN. A 40 CALIBER GLOCK WITH HOLLOW POINTS.

If a conservative is a vegetarian, he doesn't eat meat.
If a liberal is a vegetarian, he wants all meat products banned for
everyone.

SIMPLE, SO YOU'RE TRYING TO IMPLY THAT ONLY LIBERALS ATTEMPT TO FORCE THEIR BELIEFS ON OTHERS?

SINCE MOST CONSERVATIVES TEND TO BE EVANGELICALS, YOU COULDN'T BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH; LIKE NEARLY ALL RELIGIONS, IT IS THEY WHO ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE THEIR MORALS ON THE REST OF SOCIETY.

If a conservative is down-and-out, he thinks about how to better his
situation. A liberal wonders who is going to take care of him.

ACTUALLY SIMPLE, A LIBERAL IS MORE LIKELY TO WONDER WHOM THEY CAN HELP. THAT THOUGHT HAS NEVER BEEN FOUND IN A CONSERVATIVE MIND.

OKAY, I APOLOGIZE FOR THE GENERALIZATION. BUT IN GENERAL ... IT'S PROBABLY TRUE.

If a conservative doesn't like a talk show host, he switches channels.
Liberals demand that those they don't like be shut down.

SIMPLE, CONSERVATIVES DON'T HAVE TO SWITCH CHANNELS BECAUSE THEY ONLY WATCH FOX NEWS.

If a conservative is a non-believer, he doesn't go to church.
A liberal non-believer wants any mention of God and Jesus silenced.

SIMPLE, YOU LEFT OUT THE CRUCIAL PART: SILENCED IN THOSE CASES THAT ARE IN VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT - THE GREATEST ENEMY EVANGELICALS HAVE EVER KNOWN.

If a conservative decides he needs health care, he goes about shopping for
it, or may choose a job that provides it.
A liberal demands that the rest of us pay for his.

SIMPLE, WHERE DID YOU GET THE IDEA THAT ONLY CONSERVATIVES CONTRIBUTE TO THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM? LET ME GUESS ... FOX NEWS?

If a conservative reads this, he'll forward it so his friends can have a good laugh. A liberal will delete it because he's "offended."

Well, I forwarded it.

I DID TOO SIMPLE, BY HITTING "REPLY ALL."
*************************************************************

THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

NEW BANDAGE SPURS, GUIDES BLOOD VESSEL GROWTH

RESEARCHERS HAVE DEVELOPED A BANDAGE THAT STIMULATES AND DIRECTS BLOOD VESSEL GROWTH ON THE SURFACE OF A WOUND. THE BANDAGE, CALLED A "MICROVASCULAR STAMP" CONTAINS LIVING CELLS THAT DELIVER GROWTH FACTORS TO DAMAGED TISSUES IN A DEFINED PATTERN. AFTER A WEEK, THE PATTERN OF THE STAMP "IS WRITTEN IN BLOOD VESSELS."

ANY KIND OF TISSUE YOU WANT TO REBUILD, INCLUDING BONE, MUSCLE OR SKIN, IS HIGHLY VASCULARIZED. BUT ONE OF THE BIG CHALLENGES IN RECREATING VASCULAR NETWORKS IS HOW WE CAN CONTROL THE GROWTH AND SPACING OF NEW BLOOD VESSELS. THE ABILITY TO PATTERN FUNCTIONAL BLOOD VESSELS AT THIS SCALE IN LIVING TISSUE HAS NOT BEEN DEMONSTRATED BEFORE.

OTHER LABORATORIES HAVE EMBEDDED GROWTH FACTORS IN MATERIALS APPLIED TO WOUNDS IN AN EFFORT TO DIRECT BLOOD VESSEL GROWTH. THE NEW APPROACH IS THE FIRST TO INCORPORATE LIVE CELLS IN A STAMP. THESE CELLS RELEASE GROWTH FACTORS IN A MORE SUSTAINED, TARGETED MANNER THAN OTHER METHODS.

THE STAMP IS NEARLY 1 CENTIMETER ACROSS AND IS BUILT OF LAYERS OF A HYDROGEL MADE OF POLYETHYLENE GLYCOL AND METHACRYLIC ALGINATE.

THE STAMP IS POROUS, ALLOWING SMALL MOLECULES TO LEAK THROUGH, AND CONTAINS CHANNELS OF VARIOUS SIZES TO DIRECT THE FLOW OF LARGER MOLECULES, SUCH AS GROWTH FACTORS.

THE RESEARCHERS TESTED THE STAMP ON THE SURFACE OF A CHICKEN EMBRYO. AFTER A WEEK THE STAMP WAS REMOVED, REVEALING A NETWORK OF NEW BLOOD VESSELS THAT MIRRORED THE PATTERN OF THE CHANNELS IN THE STAMP. THIS IS A FIRST DEMONSTRATION THAT THE BLOOD VESSELS ARE CONTROLLED BY THE BIOMATERIALS.

THE RESEARCHERS SEE MANY POTENTIAL APPLICATIONS FOR THE NEW STAMP, FROM DIRECTING THE GROWTH OF BLOOD VESSELS AROUND A BLOCKED ARTERY, TO INCREASING THE VASCULARIZATION OF TISSUES WITH POOR BLOOD FLOW, TO "NORMALIZING" BLOOD VESSELS THAT FEED A TUMOR TO IMPROVE THE DELIVERY OF ANTI-CANCER DRUGS. ENHANCING THE GROWTH OF NEW BLOOD VESSELS IN A COORDINATED PATTERN AFTER SURGERY MAY ALSO REDUCE RECOVERY TIME AND LESSEN THE AMOUNT OF SCAR TISSUE.
*************************************************************

FAMOUS QUOTES


ERNST MAYR	(1904 –2005) 100 YEARS.

HE WAS ONE OF THE 20TH CENTURY'S LEADING EVOLUTIONARY BIOLOGISTS. HE WAS ALSO A RENOWNED TAXONOMIST, TROPICAL EXPLORER, ORNITHOLOGIST, HISTORIAN OF SCIENCE, AND NATURALIST. HIS WORK CONTRIBUTED TO THE CONCEPTUAL REVOLUTION THAT LED TO THE MODERN EVOLUTIONARY SYNTHESIS OF MENDELIAN GENETICS, SYSTEMATICS, AND DARWINIAN EVOLUTION, AND TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIOLOGICAL SPECIES CONCEPT.

NEITHER CHARLES DARWIN NOR ANYONE ELSE IN HIS TIME KNEW THE ANSWER TO THE SPECIES PROBLEM: HOW MULTIPLE SPECIES COULD EVOLVE FROM A SINGLE COMMON ANCESTOR. ERNST MAYR APPROACHED THE PROBLEM WITH A NEW DEFINITION FOR THE CONCEPT OF SPECIES. IN HIS BOOK SYSTEMATICS AND THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES HE WROTE THAT A SPECIES IS NOT JUST A GROUP OF MORPHOLOGICALLY SIMILAR INDIVIDUALS, BUT A GROUP THAT CAN BREED ONLY AMONG THEMSELVES, EXCLUDING ALL OTHERS. WHEN POPULATIONS WITHIN A SPECIES BECOME ISOLATED BY GEOGRAPHY, FEEDING STRATEGY, MATE SELECTION, OR OTHER MEANS, THEY MAY START TO DIFFER FROM OTHER POPULATIONS THROUGH GENETIC DRIFT AND NATURAL SELECTION, AND OVER TIME MAY EVOLVE INTO NEW SPECIES.


“THERE IS PROBABLY NO MORE ORIGINAL, MORE COMPLEX, 
AND BOLDER CONCEPT IN THE HISTORY OF IDEAS
THAN DARWIN'S MECHANISTIC EXPLANATION OF ADAPTATION.”

