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Does the Bible Support Christian Military Service?


Despite the sometime pacifist assumptions placed upon Christian belief,

PILOT, THOSE "ASSUMPTIONS" AS YOU CALL THEM, WERE PLACED ON CHRISTIANS BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF. NEXT TIME YOU READ YOUR BIBLE, LOOK FOR THE RED FONT. APPARENTLY YOU MISSED THAT PART.

many Biblical men of old and renown have been soldiers and still been faithful men of God – and nowhere was their military service questioned. Abraham, whom God selected to bless as the father of His chosen nation, was one of the earliest “generals” (Genesis 14:14-15).

PILOT, WASN'T ABRAHAM THE GUY WHO PIMPED HIS WIFE OFF TO THE PHARAOH BY PRETENDING TO BE HER BROTHER? IT SOUNDS LIKE GOD DOESN'T SET THE MORALITY BAR VERY HIGH FOR HIS GENERALS.

Moses and Joshua both led the Israelites in countless battles.

PILOT, "COUNTLESS BATTLES" WAS AN EXCELLENT CHOICE OF WORDS. IT DESCRIBES YOUR BIBLE PERFECTLY: THE MOST VIOLENT, BLOODY BOOK EVER WRITTEN.

God Himself ordered the Israelites to battle,

SO PILOT, WHY WOULD YOUR GOD ORDER HUMANS TO KILL OTHER HUMANS WHEN HE SIMPLY COULD HAVE DONE IT HIMSELF? THEN NONE OF THE ISRAELITES WOULD HAVE HAD TO BE MAIMED OR KILLED.

and commanded His own army, for that matter (2 Kings 6:17).

PILOT, HERE'S A VERSE FOR YOU: JUDGES 1:19. IT LOOKS LIKE THERE ARE TIMES WHEN, YOUR ALL-POWERFUL GOD ... ISN'T SO ALL-POWERFUL.

David, a “man after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14), said that God “trained his hands for battle” (Psalm 18:34).

INTERESTING PILOT, I DON'T KNOW ANYONE WHO COULD HAVE PRODUCED A BETTER ARGUMENT FOR THE HORROR THAT IS CHRISTIANITY THAN YOU'RE DOING RIGHT NOW.

BY THE WAY, ARE YOU EVER GOING TO GET TO THE NEW TESTAMENT? YOU KNOW, THE PART AT THE END OF THE BIBLE WHERE JESUS APPEARS AND TEACHES JUST THE OPPOSITE OF EVERYTHING YOU'VE SAID.

David not only fought in war but also participated in some of the most brutal acts of slaughter recorded in the Bible.

PILOT, HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THE WARNING: WHEN YOU'RE IN A HOLE ... QUIT DIGGING?

I GUESS NOT.

In the military tradition of “praise the Lord and pass the ammunition,” Nehemiah “prayed to…God and posted a guard,” and told the leaders of Jerusalem to “remember the Lord…, and fight” (4:9, 14).

PILOT, THAT HOLE IS GETTING REALLY DEEP. ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT TO KEEP GOING?

THIS IS THE EASIEST DEBATE I'VE EVER BEEN IN. YOU ARE DOING A BETTER JOB OF MAKING THE ATHEIST CASE THAN I EVER COULD.

Thus, to claim all war is evil is to say not only that God enjoined Israel to sin but that He did so himself, which is inconsistent with the very character of God.

ACTUALLY PILOT, THAT IS COMPLETELY CONSISTENT WITH THE CHARACTER OF YOUR GOD ... AS DESCRIBED IN THE BIBLE.

There are countless other military references in the Bible.

PILOT, YOU'RE TELLIN' ME? THERE ARE MORE STORIES OF MAYHEM AND SLAUGHTER IN THE BIBLE THAN IN MOST CHAINSAW MASSACRE BOOKS.

Some speak of military service neutrally, neither condemning it nor advocating it; others are full of praise for military conquest. Proverbs, hailed as the book of wisdom, contains advice for military preparation — “for waging war you need guidance, and for victory many advisers” (24:6).

PILOT, THINK ABOUT IT - YOU NEED GUIDANCE AND ADVISERS FOR WAGING AND WINNING WAR. ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT. WHO COULD HAVE EVER FIGURED THAT OUT? I CAN SEE NOW WHY IT IS CONSIDERED THE BOOK OF WISDOM.

In Judges, a town was cursed for not participating in war in support of Israel.

PILOT, YOU JUST PROVIDED PROOF OF WHAT GOD DOES TO THOSE WHO ACTUALLY DO OBEY THE 6th COMMANDMENT "THOU SHALT NOT KILL." KEEP DIGGING PILOT, AND PRETTY SOON YOU'LL GET TO TRY OUT YOUR CHINESE.

In the New Testament, the writer of Hebrews didn’t have enough time to fully list the heroes of faith who “conquered kingdoms” and “became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies” (11:32-34).

PILOT, CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW LARGE THE BIBLE WOULD BE ... IF HE HAD?

While trying to teach the crowds about counting the cost of following Him, Jesus used a warfare example without passing judgment on the subjects of His story: Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.

FINALLY PILOT, YOU FOUND JESUS. WHAT GAVE HIM AWAY? IT WAS THE RED FONT WASN'T IT?

AND WHEN YOU DID FIND HIM, WHAT DID JESUS RECOMMEND? NEGOTIATION. PRETTY MUCH THE OPPOSITE OF EVERYTHING YOU'VE QUOTED UP UNTIL NOW.

Three individual soldiers are specifically mentioned in the New Testament, all members of the Roman army; nowhere is their profession criticized, nor are they directed to leave the service.

PILOT, I WOULD SAY THAT THEIR PROFESSION WAS CRITICIZED IN THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. PILOT, YOU SHOULD READ IT SOMETIME, AND THEN TRY TO EXPLAIN HOW IT SUPPORTS MILITARY SERVICE.

First, at the foot of the cross one soldier acknowledged the crucified Christ as God. The second asked Jesus to heal his servant, and even told Jesus to simply “say the word,” because he was unworthy to have Jesus come to his house. Jesus was “astonished,” and said He had not seen so great a faith in all of Israel — but He didn’t direct the soldier to abandon the military.

PILOT, HE DIDN'T TELL THE SOLDIER TO REMAIN IN THE MILITARY EITHER. SO WHAT? TO JOIN THE MILITARY IN THE FIRST PLACE REQUIRES ONE TO IGNORE THE MAJORITY OF JESUS'S TEACHINGS.

The third and most famous New Testament soldier was Cornelius, a God-fearing Roman centurion. Not only did an angel of God appear to him and acknowledge his faithfulness, but he was also used as an object lesson for Peter resulting in the expansion of Christ’s message to the Gentiles.

PILOT, SINCE JEWS DON'T BELIEVE JESUS WAS DIVINE, PERHAPS JESUS SHOULD HAVE SPENT MORE TIME TRYING TO CONVINCE HIS OWN PEOPLE OF HIS DIVINITY, INSTEAD OF THE GENTILES.

Neither the angel nor Peter commanded Cornelius to leave the military, nor was it a part of the important lesson taught.

PILOT, THE COMMANDMENT "THOU SHALT NOT KILL" IS WHAT TELLS SOLDIERS TO LEAVE THE MILITARY. SINCE THESE SOLDIERS WERE IN THE MILITARY, IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT GOD'S COMMANDMENTS MEANT AS LITTLE TO THEM AS IT DOES TO YOU. SO WHY WOULD GOD WASTE HIS TIME TELLING THEM TO LEAVE THE MILITARY WHEN THEY'VE ALREADY MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY DON'T FOLLOW HIS COMMANDMENTS ANYWAY?

Paul was not judgmental when he used an example of military service, and he also described his friends as “good soldiers”. When John the Baptist told those who approached him to “bear fruit” or be thrown into the fire, soldiers asked what they should do; he told them not to extort money or falsely accuse people, but to be content with their pay — he didn’t take the perfect opportunity to tell them to quit.

PILOT, HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT? JUST BECAUSE IT WASN'T INCLUDED IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE DOESN'T MEAN THAT HE DIDN'T TELL THEM THAT. THERE MAY HAVE BEEN MANY THINGS THEY DISCUSSED THAT WEREN'T INCLUDED IN THAT GOSPEL.

Paul spent years with soldiers in his travels to and imprisonment in Rome. In none of these cases were the soldiers encouraged to leave their profession. On the contrary, in his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul says that “each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him”. (It is interesting to note that while no one in the Bible directed soldiers to forsake their profession, 

PILOT, YOU KEEP ARGUING THAT SOLDIERS ARE NOT TOLD TO QUIT THE MILITARY. YOU ARE AVOIDING THE REAL ISSUE, WHICH IS - WHY WOULD ANY CHRISTIAN JOIN  THE MILITARY, IN LIGHT OF THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST? THE TWO ARE SIMPLY NOT COMPATIBLE. YOU CANNOT ANSWER THAT ACCUSATION WHICH IS WHY YOU ARE TRYING TO DISTRACT EVERYONE BY CONCENTRATING ON THOSE WHO ARE ALREADY IN. AND AS EXPLAINED EARLIER, THERE IS NO POINT TELLING PEOPLE TO LEAVE WHEN IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY IGNORED GOD'S COMMANDMENT.

The New Testament says the state is created to maintain justice and is thus granted the right of force. John Calvin, one of the most prolific contributors to the modern Protestant church, agreed governments have been given the authority to use force to protect their national interests just as they can rightfully protect their citizens from criminals. Both a military and a police force are necessary to ensure the security of the nation. American police and the American military differ only in geography and lethality; to say the military violates Christian ethics is to say the same for the police.

PILOT, THE ONLY TIME POLICE MAY USE DEADLY FORCE IS IN SELF-DEFENSE OR TO SAVE THE LIFE OF ANOTHER. MILITARY PERSONNEL MAY USE DEADLY FORCE IN MANY MORE SITUATIONS; SITUATIONS THAT INVOLVE THE INITIATION OF KILLING.

SO YOU HAVE COMMITTED THE LOGICAL FALLACY OF FALSE ANALOGY.

Even those trained to fight wars do not desire them;

PILOT, SOMEBODY MUST DESIRE THEM - OR THERE WOULDN'T BE ANY.

The military exists because of war; war does not exist because of the military.

PILOT, IT IS MILITARIES THAT MUST BE CREATED FIRST IN ORDER FOR THERE TO BE WAR. YOUR CLAIM DOESN'T MAKE SENSE: THAT WAR EXISTS, THEREFORE WE MUST CREATE MILITARIES.

PILOT, BACKWARDS DOESN'T EVEN BEGIN TO DESCRIBE YOUR MENTALITY.

To assert the latter is equivalent to saying that crime exists because of the police.

PILOT, CRIME EXISTS BECAUSE OF CRIMINALS. WITHOUT CRIMINALS THERE WOULD BE NO CRIME. WHAT YOU JUST TRIED TO DO, WAS TO SUBSTITUTE THE WORD POLICE FOR CRIMINALS, AND THEN TRY TO CLAIM THAT, TAKING THE POSITION THAT MILITARIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR WAR, IS EQUIVALENT TO BELIEVING THAT POLICE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CRIME. THAT WAS EITHER VERY DISHONEST OR VERY ILLOGICAL. EITHER WAY PILOT ... YOU LOSE.

Some accept the need for a military but not the need for aggressive actions: instead they believe the military should only be used for defense. While that desire is admirable, it displays naivety about military strategy. There is no progress in defense;

THAT'S TRUE PILOT. HOW CAN YOU TAKE OTHER PEOPLE'S STUFF IF YOU DON'T ATTACK THEM?

just as a football team needs its offensive line to march down the field and score, the military will need to execute offensively to end a conflict.

PILOT, THAT WAS ANOTHER FALSE ANALOGY, THIS TIME LEADING TO AN ASSERTION. FOOTBALL IS A SPORT WHERE PEOPLE GO TO HAVE A GOOD TIME, WHILE WAR ALWAYS INVOLVES KILLING PEOPLE. THEY ARE NOT ANALOGOUS.

AND YOUR ASSERTION IS FALSE IN THOSE CASES WHERE THE BESIEGED ARE SUCCESSFUL IN HOLDING OFF THEIR ATTACKERS.

“Defensive” military action may be best executed in offense.

YOU KNOW PILOT, THE THOUGHT THAT YOU MIGHT SOMEDAY BECOME A GENERAL IS SCARIER THAN THE THOUGHT OF IRAN WITH A NUCLEAR CAPABILITY.

Once the conflict begins often only the decisive defeat of the enemy will bring a secure and lasting conclusion;

PILOT, SO THE OPTION OF A NEGOTIATED PEACE NEVER OCCURRED TO YOU? GUESS NOT.

offense will be required to achieve a peaceful end. This also means that war must be fought in the place it presents itself; whether it is defending US borders, protecting citizens abroad, or asserting justice to protect the innocent, the conflict must be joined where it occurs.

PILOT, HOW COULD IT BE JOINED WHERE IT DOESN'T OCCUR?

The Impact of War on Christianity

PILOT, I THINK A BETTER TOPIC WOULD BE THE REVERSE: "THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIANITY ON WAR." YOU COULD WRITE ON THAT FOR CENTURIES WITHOUT RUNNING OUT OF MATERIAL.

SO PILOT, YOU WORKED ON THIS ESSAY SO YOU COULD COME UP WITH JUSTIFICATIONS FOR CHRISTIANS TO IGNORE JESUS'S TEACHINGS, AND RATIONALIZE WHY IT IS OKAY TO TRAVEL TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND KILL PEOPLE?

NOW THAT SOUNDS MORE LIKE THE CHRISTIANITY I KNOW.

The military profession has actually helped spread the cause of Christ.

WE KNOW PILOT. THAT'S THE PROBLEM. WITHOUT THE FORCE OF MILITARY POWER, CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM WOULD BE JUST HARMLESS LITTLE CULTS LIKE WICCA.

Throughout history, members of faith within the military have been responsible for the transmission of Christianity around the globe.

PILOT, I COULDN'T HAVE PUT IT BETTER. CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM ARE SPREAD WITH THE SWORD.

Paul’s interaction with the Roman centurions undoubtedly led to the spread of faith throughout the Roman Empire, which at the time was the greater part of the known world.

AND PILOT, AFTER CONSTANTINE MADE CHRISTIANITY THE OFFICIAL RELIGION OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, IT WASN'T LONG BEFORE ... WE SAW THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

The US military itself has probably been one of the greatest missionary causes in history, from the earliest parts of the 1700s to the Korean and Vietnam Wars.

PILOT, THAT STATEMENT GOES AGAINST MILITARY LAW WHICH PROHIBITS PROSELYTIZATION WHILE DEPLOYED IN FOREIGN NATIONS. IF YOU ARE IN THE MILITARY, AS YOU CLAIM, YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT.

For those trying to understand the relationship between God, the military, and war, there is one important fact to remember. God does not change — the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New Testament are one and the same. Nowhere does God claim that He desires war, death, and destruction, but there are many places where He acknowledges the necessity of it.

PILOT, GOD NOT ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED THE NECESSITY OF WAR, DEATH, AND DESTRUCTION, BUT ACCORDING TO CHRISTIANITY HE HAS BEEN PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR NEARLY ALL OF IT.

The same God who directed human armies and commanded a superhuman one spoke of loving mankind and desiring peace.

PILOT, IF AN ALL-POWERFUL GOD DESIRES PEACE - WHY IS OUR PLANET ALWAYS AT WAR? WHY CAN'T AN ALL-POWERFUL GOD GET WHAT HE DESIRES?

Nowhere does God command a Christian to avoid or leave the military, nor does He demand he allow himself to be walked upon.

PILOT, DIDN'T WE ALREADY DISCUSS THIS? THE PROBLEM ISN'T AVOIDING OR LEAVING THE MILITARY - THE PROBLEM IS: WHY WOULD A CHRISTIAN WHO FOLLOWS JESUS'S TEACHINGS, JOIN IN THE FIRST PLACE.

AND PILOT, YOU REALLY NEED TO BRUSH UP ON YOUR BIBLE. IT SEEMS LIKE YOU'VE BEEN SPENDING SO MUCH TIME IN THE OLD TESTAMENT THAT YOU COMPLETELY FORGOT WHAT JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT "TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK." IF TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK ISN'T BEING WALKED ON, THEN I DON'T KNOW WHAT IS. SO JESUS DID TEACH THAT YOU SHOULD ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE WALKED ON.

A Christian is to act in love and peace as much as possible,

PILOT, THAT'S KIND OF HARD TO DO DURING WAR.

AND PILOT, AMERICA IS THE MOST CHRISTIAN COUNTRY ON EARTH; AND, IT IS ALSO AT WAR MORE THAN ... ANY COUNTRY ON EARTH.

but when the opposition will not accept it, God does not say that a Christian must let evil, injustice, or brutality prevail.

PILOT, JUST BECAUSE THE OPPOSITION DISAGREES WITH YOU AND WILL NOT ACCEPT THE TERMS YOU DICTATE DOES NOT MEAN THAT THEY ARE THE EVIL, BRUTAL ONES.

Because this is a fallen world, wars will never cease.

PILOT, RATIONAL PEOPLE DO NOT SEE THIS AS A "FALLEN WORLD." THEY SEE IT AS A WORLD FULL OF HUMANS WHO ARE VERY SLOWLY BECOMING CIVILIZED. THAT TASK IS MADE MORE DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF THE VIOLENT GHOST WORSHIPPERS WHOSE GOALS, AS STATED IN THEIR OWN HOLY BOOKS, IS WORLD DOMINATION.

So long as wars are sure to come, there will be a need for a military.

PILOT, THEN LET'S SPEND MORE TIME ON TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO STOP THEM, INSTEAD OF DEVOTING ALL YOUR TIME TRYING TO RATIONALIZE WHY IT'S OKAY TO CONTINUE THEM.

One day Jesus will return in glory;

PILOT, WE'VE BEEN HEARING THAT FOR 2,000 YEARS. SINCE YOU LIKE PREDICTIONS, HERE'S ONE FOR YOU: IN 50,000 YEARS, ANY REMAINING CHRISTIANS WILL BE JUST AS CERTAIN AS YOU ARE, THAT JESUS'S RETURN IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

AND WHAT DO YOU MEAN "IN GLORY?" WHAT GLORY DO YOU FIND IN THE DEATH AND DESTRUCTION PROMISED UPON CHRIST'S RETURN? YOU HAVE TO BE ONE SICK LITTLE DUDE TO FIND GLORY IN SUCH A HORRIBLE EVENT; AN EVENT THAT MAKES NUCLEAR WAR PALE BY COMPARISON.

until that day, Christians must live as best they can in this present world.

PILOT, THEY COULD LIVE A LOT BETTER IF THEY WOULD QUIT TRYING TO CONQUER THE WORLD, AND CONVERT EVERYONE IN TO THEIR SICK LITTLE DEATH CULT. 

PILOT, THE TITLE OF THIS ESSAY IS "Does the Bible Support Christian Military Service?"

AND THE BEST YOU HAD TO OFFER WAS, "nowhere is their profession criticized, nor are they directed to leave the service."

SO YOUR CONCLUSION, BASED ON THAT LOGIC, IS THAT THE BIBLE DOES SUPPORT MILITARY SERVICE?

NOW PILOT, APPLY THAT EXACT SAME LOGIC TO SLAVERY IN THE BIBLE.

PILOT ... CHECKMATE.

http://christianfighterpilot.com/blog/2011/09/01/does-the-bible-support-christian-military-service/
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THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

GENETIC STUDY CONFIRMS THAT FIRST DOGS CAME FROM EAST ASIA

RESEARCHERS SAY THEY HAVE FOUND FURTHER PROOF THAT THE WOLF ANCESTORS OF TODAY'S DOMESTICATED DOGS CAN BE TRACED TO SOUTHERN EAST ASIA -- FINDINGS THAT RUN COUNTER TO THEORIES PLACING THE CRADLE OF THE CANINE LINE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

A NEW STUDY CONFIRMS THAT AN ASIAN REGION SOUTH OF THE YANGTZE RIVER WAS THE PRINCIPAL AND PROBABLY SOLE REGION WHERE WOLVES WERE DOMESTICATED BY HUMANS.

DATA ON GENETICS, MORPHOLOGY AND BEHAVIOUR SHOW CLEARLY THAT DOGS ARE DESCENDED FROM WOLVES, BUT THERE'S NEVER BEEN A SCIENTIFIC CONSENSUS ON WHERE IN THE WORLD THE DOMESTICATION PROCESS BEGAN.

THE ANALYSIS OF Y-CHROMOSOMAL DNA NOW CONFIRMS THAT WOLVES WERE FIRST DOMESTICATED IN ASIA SOUTH OF YANGTZE RIVER. THE Y DATA SUPPORTS PREVIOUS EVIDENCE FROM MITOCHONDRIAL DNA. TAKEN TOGETHER, THE TWO STUDIES PROVIDE VERY STRONG EVIDENCE THAT DOGS ORIGINATED IN THAT REGION.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA AND A GENETIC STUDY RECENTLY PUBLISHED IN NATURE SUGGESTED THAT DOGS ORIGINATED FROM THE MIDDLE EAST. BUT NONE OF THOSE STUDIES INCLUDED SAMPLES FROM THE SOUTHERN CHINA REGION.

APPROXIMATELY HALF OF THE GENE POOL WAS UNIVERSALLY SHARED EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD, WHILE ONLY THE SOUTHERN CHINA REGION HAD THE ENTIRE RANGE OF GENETIC DIVERSITY. THIS SHOWS THAT GENE POOLS IN ALL OTHER REGIONS OF THE WORLD MOST PROBABLY ORIGINATE FROM THE SOUTHERN CHINA REGION.

THESE RESULTS CONFIRM THAT ASIA SOUTH OF THE YANGTZE RIVER WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT -- AND PROBABLY THE ONLY -- REGION FOR WOLF DOMESTICATION, AND THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF WOLVES WERE DOMESTICATED.

IN THEIR STUDIES, THE RESEARCHERS ALSO FOUND MINOR GENETIC CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CROSSBREEDING BETWEEN DOGS AND WOLVES IN OTHER GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS, INCLUDING THE MIDDLE EAST. THIS SUBSEQUENT DOG/WOLF HYBRIDISATION CONTRIBUTED ONLY MODESTLY TO THE DOG GENE POOL.
*************************************************************

FAMOUS QUOTES

EDWARD GIBBON / SENECA THE YOUNGER

(BIOGRAPHIES PREVIOUSLY GIVEN)


"RELIGION IS REGARDED BY THE COMMON PEOPLE AS TRUE,
BY THE WISE AS FALSE,
AND BY THE RULERS AS USEFUL."

