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DRISCOLL: WITHOUT JESUS, YOU GO TO HELL
BY AUDREY BARRICK

In admittedly his most difficult sermon in 15 years of ministry, Seattle pastor Mark Driscoll made it abundantly clear that hell is real and is the destination for those who don't trust in Jesus.

AUDREY, IF IT IS SO ABUNDANTLY CLEAR, WHY DO ONLY 1/3 OF THE EARTH'S POPULATION BELIEVE THAT? ONE MIGHT THINK THAT IN 2,000 YEARS OF INTENSE EFFORT INCLUDING WARS, CRUSADES, AND INQUISITIONS, THAT AN ALL-POWERFUL GOD COULD HAVE DONE A LITTLE BETTER THAN 1/3. EVEN BASEBALL PLAYER TONY GWYNN HAD A HIGHER AVERAGE THAN THAT, AND HE DIDN'T HAVE TO KILL ANYONE TO GET IT.

Driscoll told thousands at Mars Hill Church this past weekend "Let me say it clearly, plainly, loudly: You are in danger. Without Jesus, you go to hell."

MARK, MUSLIMS SAY THAT BELIEF IN THE DIVINITY OF JESUS WILL SEND YOU  TO HELL. WHY AREN'T YOU IN DANGER? WHY DO YOU NOT FEAR THE THREATS OF THEIR GOD? IT'S FOR THE SAME REASON THEY DON'T FEAR THE THREATS OF YOURS: IT IS SIMPLY A MATTER OF WHERE YOU WERE BORN. THAT IS WHAT DETERMINES WHOSE THREATS YOU WILL FEAR.

Driscoll was preaching from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel of Luke – a New Testament book that he has been going over for the past year and a half with his church.

AUDREY, MARK IS SMARTER THAN I GAVE HIM CREDIT FOR: BY FOCUSING ON ONLY ONE GOSPEL, HIS 'FLOCK' WILL NEVER NOTICE ALL THE CONTRADICTIONS THAT EXIST BETWEEN THE GOSPELS.

But what made the sermon even more timely and that much more urgent was the recent debate on hell in light of the release of Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived, by Grandville, Mich., pastor Rob Bell. Bell, who has been accused of heresy and preaching universalism, has made media rounds during his book tour this month.

AUDREY, HERESY USED TO BE A VERY SERIOUS CHARGE. IN MUSLIM NATIONS IT STILL IS, WHERE IT CAN GET YOU THE DEATH PENALTY. SO WHEN 2 CHRISTIANS DISAGREE, HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHICH ONE IS HERETICAL SINCE THEY ARE BOTH ACCUSING EACH OTHER, AND BOTH ARE SUPPORTING THEIR POSITION WITH SCRIPTURE? IN OTHER WORDS, HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHICH ONE GETS THE STONES, AND WHICH ONE CATCHES THEM ... WITH HIS HEAD?

In a visit to MSNBC, the popular author was pushed four times by host Martin Bashir on the question of eternal destiny after receiving unsatisfying answers – or rather, unclear ones.

AUDREY, I WATCHED THAT INTERVIEW. I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT, AS AN ATHEIST WHO HAD NO HORSE IN THE RACE, I WAS SURPRISED BY BASHIR'S LACK OF OBJECTIVITY. HERE ARE 3 QUOTES FROM BASHIR THAT I CONSIDER VERY BIASED JOURNALISM:
1.	"USE OF SCRIPTURE INDEFENSIBLE. THAT'S TRUE ISN'T IT?"
2.	"IT'S BIBLICALLY UNRELIABLE. THAT'S TRUE ISN'T IT?"
3.	"YOU'VE MADE CHRISTIANITY PALATABLE. THAT'S WHAT YOU'VE DONE, ISN'T IT?"

AUDREY, BASHIR WASN'T ASKING QUESTIONS, HE WAS MAKING ACCUSATIONS, BUT COWARDLY MASKING THEM AS QUESTIONS. I USED TO EXPECT MORE FROM JOURNALISTS - BUT THAT WAS WHEN I WAS VERY YOUNG.

ON THE OTHER HAND, BELL WAS MORE SLIPPERY THAN A VETERAN POLITICIAN DURING ELECTION WEEK. NEITHER MAN CAME OUT OF THAT INTERVIEW LOOKING VERY GOOD.

Bashir, who also accused the author of amending the Gospel so that it's palatable asked, "Is it irrelevant about how one responds to Christ in this life in terms of determining one's eternal destiny?"

Bell replied, "It is terribly relevant and terribly important. Now, how exactly that works out and how exactly that works out in the future, we are now when you die firmly in the realm of speculation. You have to be very careful that we don't build whole doctrines and dogma about what is speculation."

AUDREY, SEE WHAT I MEAN? A BORN POLITICIAN.

Without naming names, Driscoll, author of Doctrine: What Christians Should Believe, expressed profound concern over false teachings and messages that proclaim anything other than salvation through Jesus Christ.

AUDREY, A MAN WHO PREACHES BELIEF IN MAGICAL GHOSTS IS CONCERNED OVER FALSE TEACHINGS? YOU DON'T SEE THE IRONY, DO YOU AUDREY?

Driscoll said "It greatly disturbs me when well-known pastors and preachers and authors get invited onto television ... when the world is listening to them, the interviewer inquires of them 'if you don't believe in Jesus are you going to hell?' and they squirm or they change the subject or they appeal to the emotions or they tell a story, they do anything but say 'yes, if you don't know Jesus you go to hell.'"

MARK, THE BIBLE PROVIDES VERSES TO SUPPORT ANY POSITION ONE WISHES, INCLUDING THOSE POSITIONS THAT ARE CONTRADICTORY. IF YOU NEED AN EXCUSE TO KILL, THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF VERSES TO JUSTIFY IT (FOR EXAMPLE, HOMOSEXUALS). IF YOU NEED TO CONVINCE SOMEONE NOT TO KILL YOU, THEN YOU SIMPLY QUOTE GOD'S COMMANDMENT AGAINST KILLING.

Driscoll told the congregation "Friends, this is the most serious of matters. I'm not the judge but there are pastors that are going to hell. So be careful who you trust."

MARK, SINCE BELL HASN'T LOST FAITH IN JESUS BUT ONLY DISAGREES WITH YOUR PERSONAL INTERPRETATION OF SOME PARTS OF SCRIPTURE, WHAT EVIDENCE FROM THE BIBLE DO YOU OFFER TO SUPPORT YOUR CLAIM THAT HE IS GOING TO HELL, AGAINST HIS EVIDENCE IN JOHN 3:16?

For Driscoll, there is no ambiguity in Jesus' teachings about heaven and hell.

MARK, THAT IS WHY YOUR RELIGION IS A MONSTROSITY. NO EVIL ON EARTH RIVALS THAT OF THE CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM BELIEF SYSTEMS WHICH ARE BOTH BASED ON HORRIBLE THREATS OF ETERNAL TORTURE.

Stressing throughout his sermon that his job is to tell the truth,

AUDREY, IF THAT WERE TRUE THERE WOULD BE NO PASTOR LEFT ANYWHERE ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH TO CONDUCT SUNDAY SERVICES. THEIR JOB IS TO DO EVERYTHING IN THEIR POWER TO HIDE THE TRUTH FROM THE FAITHFUL. SADLY, THEY HAVE BEEN QUITE SUCCESSFUL.

Driscoll pointed to Jesus' teachings on the hard-to-stomach issue of hell. Jesus, he said, speaks of hell more than anyone in the entire Bible.

AUDREY, THAT'S BECAUSE THE JEWS DIDN'T BELIEVE IN AN AFTERLIFE SO IT NEVER APPEARED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. IT WAS INVENTED BY THE CHRISTIANS, AND LATER HIJACKED BY THE MUSLIMS WHEN THEY STARTED THEIR OWN RELIGION. THE THREAT OF HELL IS WHY THE JEWS ONLY MAKE UP LESS THAN 1% OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION, AND WHY THE CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS CONTROL 50% OF THE PLANET.

Driscoll noted that roughly 13 percent of his teachings and half of his parables are in reference to hell, judgment, or punishment.

AUDREY, MARK SOUNDS LIKE A GREAT GUY TO HAVE AROUND AT PARTIES.

Driscoll said, "Some say Jesus is so loving, certainly Jesus doesn't believe in hell.

WELL MARK, IF BURNING THE SKIN OFF OF HUMANS YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR ALL ETERNITY IS "LOVING," THEN I GUESS JESUS IS YOUR MAN.

Driscoll said, I would say the most loving person who has ever lived not only believes in hell but clearly, emphatically, repeatedly teaches on it, which must mean that our sin is more damnable than we can fathom if it requires the most loving person to speak in the most stark of terms.

MARK, NO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES I READ THAT, MY BRAIN NEARLY PASSES OUT EACH TIME FROM INCOMPREHENSION. I GUESS THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERS, IS THAT YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU MEAN.

The existence of hell, the instruction by Jesus of hell should reveal to us how sinful sin truly is and how rebellious we really are."

MARK, SIN IS TRULY SINFUL - I CAN'T ARGUE WITH THAT. TAUTOLOGIES ARE TRUE BY DEFINITION.

BUT I CAN ARGUE WITH THAT LAST PART: NONBELIEVERS AREN'T REBELLIOUS. YOU CAN'T REBEL AGAINST SOMETHING THAT YOU DON'T BELIEVE EVEN EXISTS. FIRST YOU WOULD HAVE TO BELIEVE SOMETHING IS REAL BEFORE YOU COULD REBEL AGAINST IT. GET TO A DICTIONARY MARK. "REBEL" AND "DISBELIEF" ARE NOT SYNONYMS.

IF YOU COULDN'T FOLLOW THAT MARK, DON'T WORRY. THE IMPORTANT THING ... IS THAT I UNDERSTOOD WHAT I MEANT.

From the get-go, Driscoll, who was raised a Catholic before converting at age 19, rejected as false several popular positions people hold about death and the afterlife, including naturalism (no soul),

MARK, AND YOUR PROOF FOR THE EXISTENCE OF A SOUL ... IS?

universalism (all or almost all go to heaven),

MARK, AND YOUR PROOF FOR THE EXISTENCE OF HEAVEN ... IS?

belief in reincarnation (multiple, successive lives),

MARK, BUT YOU DO BELIEVE IN REINCARNATION, DON'T YOU? THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS, THAT IN YOUR REINCARNATION, YOU WILL NOT BE REBORN ON EARTH, BUT IN FAIRYLAND.

annihilationism (suffer in hell a while but eventually cease to exist), and belief in purgatory (temporary punishment and ultimately going to heaven). Making clear what Jesus made clear, the Seattle pastor known for his no-holds-barred attitude said everyone who doesn't know Jesus will go to hell.

AUDREY, ASK MARK WHY GOD WOULD CREATE A WORLD, KNOWING IN ADVANCE (BECAUSE HE IS ALL-KNOWING), THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO SPEND THE REST OF ETERNITY TORTURING THE MAJORITY OF HUMANITY. THE FACT THAT YOU GHOST WORSHIPPERS CAN CALL THIS HORRIBLE MONSTER THE "MOST LOVING PERSON WHO HAS EVER LIVED" SHOWS JUST HOW SICK AND PERVERTED YOU PEOPLE REALLY ARE.

Driscoll asserted, "Have you received Jesus? Have you trusted in Jesus? If not, you are in the path of the wrath of God. You are headed to the conscious eternal torments of hell."

MARK, WHAT A WONDERFUL RELIGION YOU HAVE. HATE, LIES, AND THREATS - THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. GEE, I JUST CAN'T WAIT TILL THE HOLY SPIRIT DRAGS ME BACK TO THE LORD WHERE I BELONG.

Quoting Jesus, Driscoll underscored, "'No one comes to the Father but by me.' No one. No one. Buddhism, no. Hinduism, no. New Ageism, no. Mormonism, no. Jehovah's Witnessism, no. Nice people, no. Good people, no. Generous people, no. Religious people, no."

MARK, I'M NOT SURPRISED THAT NICE PEOPLE, GOOD PEOPLE, AND GENEROUS PEOPLE WOULDN'T BE INCLUDED IN YOUR LITTLE HATE CLUB.

Driscoll exclaimed, "There is no salvation apart from Jesus!"

AH YES MARK, SALVATION. UNLIKE ALL OTHER LIFE THAT HAS EVER EXISTED ON EARTH, YOU AND YOUR HATE-FILLED, BIGOTED LITTLE FRIENDS WILL GET TO FLOAT UP TO FAIRYLAND TO LIVE FOREVER WITH AN INVISIBLE BLOODTHIRSTY GHOST. WHAT A GREAT RELIGION. WHERE DO I SIGN UP?

Regarding a second chance after death, Driscoll stated plainly that there is no second chance, "Your eternal destiny is sealed upon your death. This life is your only opportunity."

WELL MARK, YOU GOT THAT ONE RIGHT - BUT NOT FOR THE REASON YOU THINK.

Driscoll stressed, "I'm going to bury a lot of people. So for me, this is not just heartless academic speculation, it's heartfelt pastoral affection."

MARK, IT SOUNDS LIKE IT'S ALSO A PRETTY GOOD SOURCE OF ADDITIONAL INCOME.

Driscoll said as he became teary-eyed, "I'm really worried about some of you. I love you. I can't have your blood on my hands.”

NO MARK, IT'S NOT BLOOD ON  YOUR HANDS THAT WORRIES YOU - IT'S MONEY IN  YOUR HANDS THAT MOTIVATES YOU.

While some try to elevate one attribute of God over another (such as love), Driscoll noted that while God is love the Bible speaks more of His holiness than anything else.

AUDREY, SO TORTURING BILLIONS OF HUMANS IS PROOF OF LOVE AND HOLINESS? YOU KNOW AUDREY, THERE IS ONLY ONE EMOTION POWERFUL ENOUGH TO MAKE PEOPLE LOOK AT THE COLOR BLACK, AND SWEAR IT IS WHITE; AND THAT IS FEAR. CHRISTIANITY SURVIVES ON THREATS AND FEAR.

Driscoll said, "God is love, and whatever God does is loving.

MARK, SO TORTURE IS LOVE? QUICK QUESTION: AFTER THE FIRST WEEK OF HORRIBLE TORTURE IN THE LAKE OF FIRE, AND AFTER WEEKS HEARING THE SCREAMS OF THOSE BEGGING FOR HELP, WHEN JESUS IGNORES THEIR PLEAS AND CONTINUES TO BURN THE FLESH OFF THEIR BONES, DAY AFTER DAY, YEAR AFTER YEAR, IS THERE ANY POINT AT WHICH YOU WOULD NO LONGER CALL IT LOVE?

NO MARK, YOU WILL NEVER ADMIT THAT AS LONG AS YOU BELIEVE THAT AN INVISIBLE GHOST IS LISTENING TO EVERY WORD YOU SAY AND EVERY THOUGHT YOU THINK. YOU WILL NEVER ADMIT THAT TORTURE IS WRONG, UNLESS ... YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT SOMEONE ELSE'S GOD.

God is also just. God is also holy.

MARK, THAT MIGHT APPLY TO MANY GODS THROUGHOUT MAN'S HISTORY. BUT THE GOD OF THE BIBLE IS THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF JUST AND HOLY. HE IS THE MOST EVIL MONSTER EVER CONCEIVED BY THE HUMAN MIND. THE FACT THAT HIS THREATS CAN FORCE YOU TO SAY THAT TORTURE IS LOVE ... IS THE PROOF.
 
Our God is also simultaneously, perfectly a God of wrath. Not just our God but the only God.

MARK, THAT DOESN'T MAKE SENSE. HOW CAN GOD BE THE ONLY GOD WHEN JESUS IS ALSO GOD? HOW CAN GOD BE THE ONLY GOD WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALSO GOD? AND WHY DO YOU GUYS CLAIM TO BE MONOTHEISTIC WHEN YOU WORSHIP 3 GODS? IF CHRISTIANITY ADDS ANY MORE GODS IT CAN START COMPETING WITH THE HINDUS.

NOW ISLAM, THAT  IS MONOTHEISM.

God is holy. If we do not repent, we are in the path of His wrath. It is in love, however, that God sent Jesus as our substitute, to go to the cross and give us eternal life."

MARK, WOULDN'T IT HAVE BEEN A WHOLE LOT EASIER JUST TO FORGIVE US?

Responding to questions about why God would create people if their future is hell, Driscoll stated, "People go to hell because they reject Jesus. We are in no way innocent.

MARK, THE AMERICAN INDIANS DIDN'T REJECT JESUS - THEY NEVER EVEN HEARD OF HIM. FOR CENTURIES THE CHINESE DIDN'T REJECT JESUS - THEY NEVER HEARD OF HIM EITHER. WHY AREN'T THEY INNOCENT?

This is not the world as God made it. This is the world as we have corrupted it."

MARK, COULD YOU PLEASE EXPLAIN HOW IT IS POSSIBLE FOR INSIGNIFICANT HUMANS TO CORRUPT THE PLAN OF AN ALL-POWERFUL GOD?

Driscoll continued, "What is astonishing is God would become a man to live in the world as we have destroyed it.

MARK, I THINK IT IS MORE ASTONISHING THAT A GROWN MAN WOULD BELIEVE THAT.

The wrath of God was poured out on Jesus, so that it may be diverted from us. That is the gift of salvation. That is the love of God."

BUT MARK, IT DIDN'T WORK. 2/3 OF THE EARTH HAS REFUSED THAT GIFT. DIDN'T YOUR ALL-KNOWING GOD SEE THAT COMING? OF COURSE HE DID: HE IS ALL-KNOWING. THAT MEANS JESUS PLANNED IT THIS WAY. THAT MEANS YOU WORSHIP A SADISTIC, CRUEL MONSTER. AND MARK, IF THAT IS WHO YOU WORSHIP ... WHAT DOES THAT MAKE YOU?

In one illustration, Driscoll stated, "It makes perfect sense to me that a convicted criminal goes to prison. Similarly, it makes perfect sense that a condemned sinner goes to hell."

BUT MARK, YOU JUST SAID THAT IT ALSO MAKES PERFECT SENSE FOR SOMEONE ELSE (LIKE JESUS) TO TAKE THE PUNISHMENT FOR THE CRIMES OF OTHERS. THAT'S WHY, WHAT MAKES PERFECT SENSE TO YOU, MAKES NO SENSE AT ALL TO RATIONAL PEOPLE.

Hell, he noted, "was made for the devil and his angels who rebelled against God. And just as prison was made to protect the rest of the public, hell was made to protect us.

MARK, BY "US" YOU MUST BE REFERRING TO CHRISTIANS SINCE HELL CERTAINLY ISN'T GOING TO BE PROTECTING NON-CHRISTIANS. SO WHY WOULD CHRISTIANS NEED HELL TO PROTECT THEM IF THEY HAVE AN ALL-POWERFUL GOD TO PROTECT THEM?

You need not go there. Trust in Jesus.

MARK, IF HELL WAS MADE TO PROTECT US, WHY SHOULDN'T WE GO THERE?

Regarding what hell is like, the illustration in Luke reveals a place of torment with flames.

MARK, I CAN UNDERSTAND HOW THAT CAN WORK ON SMALL CHILDREN, BUT I USED TO HAVE DIFFICULTY TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHY ADULTS ARE SUCKERED INTO THAT NONSENSE. HOWEVER, THIS INTERVIEW GIVES THE ANSWER LOUD AND CLEAR ... ITS FEAR.

It's like being trapped in a burning building forever."

MARK, THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU JUST SAID. THE BURNING BUILDING WOULD HAVE TO BE REBUILT - CONSTANTLY. THE SKIN THAT WAS BURNED OFF YOUR BONES WOULD HAVE TO BE REPLACED - CONSTANTLY, JUST AS DESCRIBED IN THE KORAN.

JESUS IS GOING TO BE A VERY, VERY BUSY LITTLE GOD IF HE HAS TO REPLACE THE SKIN EVERY FEW MINUTES FOR BILLIONS OF PEOPLE FOR ETERNITY. MARK, YOU HAVE TO BE SICK BEYOND IMAGINATION, TO NOT ONLY BELIEVE IN, BUT ACTUALLY WORSHIP SUCH A HIDEOUS CREATURE.

Jesus also uses as illustration a place outside Jerusalem called Gehenna. There, children were murdered and sacrificed by fire to false demon gods.

MARK, SO I GUESS IT'S OKAY TO BE MURDERED AND SACRIFICED, AS LONG AS IT'S TO THE ONE TRUE GOD? WELL OF COURSE IT IS. YOU WOULDN'T DARE CRITICIZE THE VIOLENT GHOST SITTING RIGHT BESIDE YOU, WOULD YOU?

It was a cursed place that became a garbage dump of the city where worms were always feasting and flames were always burning.

MARK, THAT SOUNDS MORE LIKE WHAT IT MUST BE LIKE INSIDE YOUR MIND. YOU ARE ONE VERY, VERY SICK LITTLE MAN.

Near the end of his sermon, Driscoll pleaded with the congregation not to judge God.

AUDREY, I DON'T THINK MARK HAS TO WORRY ABOUT THAT. AFTER ALL THE FEAR AND TERROR HE SHOVELED, THOSE PEOPLE WILL BE LUCKY IF THEY CAN WALK OUT OF THE CHURCH IN DRY UNDERWEAR.

Driscoll said, "We have three-pound fallen brains.

MARK, IN YOUR CASE 3 POUNDS MIGHT BE A LITTLE ON THE GENEROUS SIDE.

We have sinful dispositions. We have only been around for a few short years. 

MARK, A FEW SHORT YEARS? SO ON TOP OF THIS SMALL MOUNTAIN OF CRAP AND NONSENSE, YOU'RE ALSO A YOUNG-EARTH CREATIONIST? MARK, YOU HAVE HIT THE TRIFECTA OF STUPID.

We are not all knowing. For us to sit on a throne even if it is an academic throne propped up by footnotes, asking the Creator of heaven and earth to pass before us that we might render a verdict regarding His holiness and justice is how all the trouble began in the first place."

MARK, I DON'T REMEMBER THAT PART BEING IN GENESIS.

Driscoll urged the congregation and other listeners online to make a decision – eternal life or eternal death.

AUDREY, I THINK YOU MISUNDERSTOOD HIM. MARK DIDN'T SAY A "DECISION," HE SAID A "DONATION."

"You're still alive so I'm pleading with you. Make your decision while you're still alive."

MARK, MAKE ALL THE DECISIONS YOU WANT. YOU'RE GOING TO GET ETERNAL DEATH WHICHEVER WAY YOU DECIDE. BUT TAKE HEART, I'VE ALREADY BEEN THERE ... AND IT WASN'T REALLY ALL THAT BAD.

http://www.christianpost.com/news/driscoll-without-jesus-you-go-to-hell-49598/
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT


COULD NEW DRUG CURE NEARLY ANY VIRAL INFECTION? TECHNOLOGY SHOWS PROMISE AGAINST COMMON COLD, INFLUENZA AND OTHER AILMENTS

MOST BACTERIAL INFECTIONS CAN BE TREATED WITH ANTIBIOTICS SUCH AS PENICILLIN, DISCOVERED DECADES AGO. HOWEVER, SUCH DRUGS ARE USELESS AGAINST VIRAL INFECTIONS, INCLUDING INFLUENZA, THE COMMON COLD, AND DEADLY HEMORRHAGIC FEVERS SUCH AS EBOLA.

NOW, IN A DEVELOPMENT THAT COULD TRANSFORM HOW VIRAL INFECTIONS ARE TREATED, RESEARCHERS HAVE DESIGNED A DRUG THAT CAN IDENTIFY CELLS THAT HAVE BEEN INFECTED BY ANY TYPE OF VIRUS, THEN KILL THOSE CELLS TO TERMINATE THE INFECTION.

THE RESEARCHERS TESTED THEIR DRUG AGAINST 15 VIRUSES, AND FOUND IT WAS EFFECTIVE AGAINST ALL OF THEM -- INCLUDING RHINOVIRUSES THAT CAUSE THE COMMON COLD, H1N1 INFLUENZA, A STOMACH VIRUS, A POLIO VIRUS, DENGUE FEVER AND SEVERAL OTHER TYPES OF HEMORRHAGIC FEVER.

THE DRUG WORKS BY TARGETING A TYPE OF RNA PRODUCED ONLY IN CELLS THAT HAVE BEEN INFECTED BY VIRUSES. BECAUSE THE TECHNOLOGY IS SO BROAD-SPECTRUM, IT COULD POTENTIALLY ALSO BE USED TO COMBAT OUTBREAKS OF NEW VIRUSES, SUCH AS THE 2003 SARS OUTBREAK.

THERE ARE A HANDFUL OF DRUGS THAT COMBAT SPECIFIC VIRUSES, SUCH AS THE PROTEASE INHIBITORS USED TO CONTROL HIV INFECTION, BUT THESE ARE RELATIVELY FEW IN NUMBER AND SUSCEPTIBLE TO VIRAL RESISTANCE.

RESEARCHERS DREW INSPIRATION FOR THERAPEUTIC AGENTS, DUBBED DRACOS (DOUBLE-STRANDED RNA ACTIVATED CASPASE OLIGOMERIZERS), FROM LIVING CELLS' OWN DEFENSE SYSTEMS.

WHEN VIRUSES INFECT A CELL, THEY TAKE OVER ITS CELLULAR MACHINERY FOR THEIR OWN PURPOSE -- THAT IS, CREATING MORE COPIES OF THE VIRUS. DURING THIS PROCESS, THE VIRUSES CREATE LONG STRINGS OF DOUBLE-STRANDED RNA WHICH IS NOT FOUND IN HUMAN OR OTHER ANIMAL CELLS.

AS PART OF THEIR NATURAL DEFENSES AGAINST VIRAL INFECTION, HUMAN CELLS HAVE PROTEINS THAT LATCH ONTO DOUBLE-STRANDED RNA, SETTING OFF A CASCADE OF REACTIONS THAT PREVENTS THE VIRUS FROM REPLICATING ITSELF. HOWEVER, MANY VIRUSES CAN OUTSMART THAT SYSTEM BY BLOCKING ONE OF THE STEPS FURTHER DOWN THE CASCADE.

RESEARCHERS HAD THE IDEA TO COMBINE A DOUBLE-STRANDED RNA -BINDING PROTEIN WITH ANOTHER PROTEIN THAT INDUCES CELLS TO UNDERGO APOPTOSIS (PROGRAMMED CELL SUICIDE) -- LAUNCHED, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN A CELL DETERMINES IT IS EN ROUTE TO BECOMING CANCEROUS. THEREFORE, WHEN ONE END OF THE THERAPEUTIC AGENT BINDS TO THE DOUBLE-STRANDED RNA, IT SIGNALS THE OTHER END OF THE THERAPEUTIC AGENT TO INITIATE CELL SUICIDE.

VIRUSES ARE PRETTY GOOD AT DEVELOPING RESISTANCE TO THINGS WE TRY AGAINST THEM, BUT IN THIS CASE, IT'S HARD TO THINK OF A SIMPLE PATHWAY TO DRUG RESISTANCE.

EACH THERAPEUTIC AGENT ALSO INCLUDES A "DELIVERY TAG," TAKEN FROM NATURALLY OCCURRING PROTEINS, THAT ALLOWS IT TO CROSS CELL MEMBRANES AND ENTER ANY HUMAN OR ANIMAL CELL. HOWEVER, IF NO DOUBLE-STRANDED RNA IS PRESENT, THE THERAPEUTIC AGENT LEAVES THE CELL UNHARMED.

MOST OF THE TESTS REPORTED IN THIS STUDY WERE DONE IN HUMAN AND ANIMAL CELLS CULTURED IN THE LAB, BUT THE RESEARCHERS ALSO TESTED THE THERAPEUTIC AGENT IN MICE INFECTED WITH THE H1N1 INFLUENZA VIRUS. WHEN MICE WERE TREATED WITH IT, THEY WERE COMPLETELY CURED OF THE INFECTION. THE TESTS ALSO SHOWED THAT THE THERAPEUTIC AGENT ITSELF IS NOT TOXIC TO MICE.

THE RESEARCHERS ARE NOW TESTING THE THERAPEUTIC AGENT AGAINST MORE VIRUSES IN MICE AND BEGINNING TO GET PROMISING RESULTS. RESEARCHERS HOPE TO LICENSE THE TECHNOLOGY FOR TRIALS IN LARGER ANIMALS AND FOR EVENTUAL HUMAN CLINICAL TRIALS.

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES


DAVID HULL (1935 –2010) 75 YEARS.
HE WAS A PHILOSOPHER WITH A PARTICULAR INTEREST IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF BIOLOGY. IN ADDITION TO HIS ACADEMIC PROMINENCE, HE WAS WELL-KNOWN AS A GAY MAN WHO FOUGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF OTHER GAY AND LESBIAN PHILOSOPHERS. HE WAS A PROFESSOR AT NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY.


"THE RULE THAT HUMAN BEINGS SEEM TO FOLLOW
IS TO ENGAGE THE BRAIN ONLY WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS
— AND USUALLY NOT EVEN THEN."

