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BURN A KORAN DAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2010
BY PASTOR TERRY JONES

Excerpts taken from the website:  "http://www.doveworld.org/"

TEN REASONS TO BURN A KORAN
 One

The Koran teaches that Jesus Christ, the Crucified, Risen Son of God, King of Kings and Lord of Lords was NOT the Son of God, nor was he crucified (a well documented historical fact that ONLY Islam denies).

(NO TERRY,  MUSLIMS ARE NOT THE ONLY ONES WHO DENY ALL THOSE THINGS.  THEY ARE ALSO DENIED BY ALL OTHER RELIGIONS AND ALL NONBELIEVERS.  IN OTHER WORDS, 2/3's OF THE WORLD DOES NOT BELIEVE THOSE THINGS; AND ONLY CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THAT CHRIST'S CRUCIFIXION IS A "WELL-DOCUMENTED HISTORICAL FACT").

This teaching removes the possibility of salvation and eternal life in heaven for all Islam's believers.

(WELL TERRY, THEY SAY THE EXACT SAME THING ABOUT YOU AND YOUR BELIEFS, AND THEY HAVE EXACTLY THE SAME AMOUNT OF EVIDENCE AS YOU DO - ZILCH).

They face eternal damnation in hell if they do not repent.

(TERRY: WHEN YOU GET TO JUDGEMENT, TAKE A GOOD LOOK AROUND.  IF EVERYWHERE YOU LOOK, YOU SEE VIRGINS ... THEN YOU BETTER START COVERING YOUR BODY IN SUN LOTION AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE).

Two

The Koran does not have an eternal origin. It is not recorded in heaven. The Almighty God, Creator of the World, is NOT it's source. It is not holy. 

(TERRY: HOW DO YOU KNOW THE KORAN DOES NOT HAVE AN ETERNAL ORIGIN?  OR THAT IT IS NOT RECORDED IN HEAVEN?  OR THAT ALLAH IS NOT THE SOURCE?  OR THAT IT ISN'T HOLY?  YOU COULDN'T POSSIBLY KNOW THESE THINGS).

It's writings are human in origin, a concoction of old and new teachings.

(TERRY: THE EXACT SAME THING IS TRUE OF YOUR BIBLE).

Three

The Koran's teaching includes Arabian idolatry, paganism, rites and rituals.

(TERRY: IF YOU WANT TO READ ABOUT RITES AND RITUALS, TURN TO EXODUS 34 AND CHECK OUT THE REPLACEMENT SET OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.  THAT WOULD BE THE SET THAT GOD GAVE TO MOSES TO REPLACE THE ORIGINAL BROKEN SET).

Four

The earliest writings that are known to exist about the Prophet Mohammad were recorded 120 years after his death.

(TERRY, WHAT A COINCIDENCE - THE GOSPELS IN THE BIBLE WERE ALSO RECORDED DECADES AFTER JESUS'S DEATH.  AND THE BOOKS THAT WERE REJECTED, WERE THE ONES THAT DESCRIBED A NON-DIVINE JESUS).

All of the Islamic writings (the Koran and the Hadith, the biographies, the traditions and histories) are confused, contradictory and inconsistent.

(TERRY: NOW I KNOW YOU HAVEN'T READ YOUR BIBLE.  THERE IS NO TEXT ON EARTH MORE CONFUSED, CONTRADICTORY, AND INCONSISTENT THAN THE SCRIPTURE UPON WHICH YOU BASE YOUR LIFE).

Maybe Mohammad never existed.

(TERRY: MAYBE JESUS NEVER EXISTED.  BUT NEITHER MATTERS BECAUSE  THE ISSUE IS NOT ABOUT EXISTENCE, BUT ABOUT CLAIMS OF DIVINITY.  EITHER MOHAMMED OR JESUS WERE DIVINE, OR THEY WERE A COUPLE OF ANCIENT TELEVANGELISTS SCAMMING GULLIBLE GOAT HERDERS.  PERSONALLY - I LIKE THE SECOND ONE).

We have no conclusive account about what he said or did. Yet Moslems follow the destructive teachings of Islam without question.

(TERRY: AND YOU ARE DIFFERENT, HOW?).

Five

Mohammad's life and message cannot be respected. The first Meccan period of his leadership seems to have been religiously motivated and a search for the truth. But in the second Medina period he was "corrupted by power and worldly ambitions." (Ibn Warraq) These are characteristics that God hates. They also led to political assassinations and massacres which continue to be carried out on a regular basis by his followers today.

(TERRY: CHRISTIAN HISTORY IS JUST AS BLOODY. THE MAIN DIFFERENCE IS THAT MODERN HUMANS HAVE TAMED CHRISTIANS AND TAKEN AWAY MANY OF THEIR INHUMAN, HORRIBLE PRACTICES, WHILE MANY IN ISLAM STILL HAVEN'T GOTTEN THE MESSAGE).

Six

Islamic Law is totalitarian in nature.

(TERRY: I WASN'T ABLE TO FIND ANY EVIDENCE OF DEMOCRACY IN THE BIBLE.  PERHAPS YOU COULD DIRECT ME TO WHERE I COULD FIND IT?).

There is no separation of church and state. It is irrational.

(TERRY: "IRRATIONAL" IS A WORD THAT YOU SHOULD NOT LEGALLY BE ALLOWED TO USE).

It is supposedly immutable and cannot be changed. It must be accepted without criticism.

(TERRY: YOU HAVE DONE A GREAT JOB OF PROVING THAT CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM ARE SIMPLY TWO SIDES OF THE SAME FOUL COIN).

Seven

Islam is not compatible with democracy and human rights.

(TERRY: I DON'T DISAGREE.  I'M JUST WONDERING HOW IT IS POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE SO BLIND TO THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN YOUR BELIEFS AND THEIRS).

The notion of a moral individual capable of making decisions and taking responsibility for them does not exist in Islam. The attitude towards women in Islam as inferior possessions of men has led to countless cases of mistreatment and abuse for which Moslem men receive little or no punishment, and in many cases are encouraged to commit such acts, and are even praised for them. This is a direct fruit of the teachings of the Koran.

(TERRY: ONCE AGAIN, MISTREATMENT OF WOMEN AND RELEGATION TO SECOND-CLASS STATUS IS NOT RESTRICTED TO ISLAM; CHRISTIANITY PROMOTED THOSE IDEAS LONG BEFORE ISLAM EVEN EXISTED).

Eight

A Muslim does not have the right to change his religion. Apostasy is punishable by death.

(TERRY: YOU GOT THAT ONE RIGHT).

Nine

Deep in the Islamic teaching and culture is the irrational fear and loathing of the West.

(TERRY: IT'S NOT THE FACT THAT WE ARE "IN THE WEST."  RELIGION DIVIDES HUMANITY INTO WARRING TRIBES.  ALWAYS HAS - ALWAYS WILL.  IT DIVIDES AND CONQUERS, SURVIVING ON THREATS AND FEAR, BACKED BY THE FORCE TO CARRY OUT THOSE THREATS.  ISLAM, JUDAISM, AND CHRISTIANITY HAPPEN TO BE THE WORST OF THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS - BUT THEY ARE BY NO MEANS ALONE).

Ten

Islam is a weapon of Arab imperialism and Islamic colonialism. Wherever Islam has or gains political power, Christians, Jews and all non-Moslems receive persecution, discrimination, are forced to convert. There are massacres and churches, synagogues, temples and other places of worship are destroyed.

(TERRY: ONCE AGAIN, YOU ARE RIGHT.  UNFORTUNATELY, YOU REFUSE TO SEE THAT CHRISTIANS WERE JUST THE SAME FOR 2,000 YEARS.  IT IS ONLY IN RECENT TIMES THAT WE HAVE TAKEN AWAY YOUR SLAVES, STOPPED YOU PEOPLE FROM STONING PEOPLE TO DEATH FOR RULE INFRACTIONS, AND FROM BURNING PEOPLE TO DEATH BECAUSE OF THE TERROR YOU HAVE OF YOUR IMAGINARY SPIRIT WORLD). 

WEBSITE: DOVEWORLD.ORG

Islam is of the Devil signs vandalized

Last night one of our signs was vandalized. This is private property and vandalism is a crime here in America.

(TERRY: NOT ACCORDING TO CHRISSY SATTERFIELD).

In Islam, many actions that we consider to be crimes are encouraged, condoned or sheltered under Islamic teaching and practice, though.

(TERRY, YOU MEAN CRIMES LIKE SLAVERY?  STONING PEOPLE TO DEATH WHO WORK ON THE SABBATH?  BURNING ASTROLOGERS TO DEATH?  HUMAN SACRIFICE?  ARE THOSE THE KINDS OF CRIMES YOU ARE REFERRING TO?

OH, I'M SORRY.  I GOT THE KORAN CONFUSED WITH YOUR BIBLE).

Reasons to Protest Islamic Centers and Mosques 

We have been protesting Islam with sings and T-Shirts in public places for a year now.

(TERRY, TRY THAT SHIT IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND YOU WOULDN'T MAKE IT TO LUNCH).

Christians all over the world are persecuted for their faith. Why? Christianity is like no other faith or way of life.

(ACTUALLY TERRY, IT IS VERY SIMILAR TO ISLAM.  BOTH THEIR HOLY BOOKS HAVE ALL THE SAME CHARACTERS AND MANY OF THE SAME STORIES.  BOTH USE THE THREAT OF ETERNAL TORTURE TO ENSURE CONTROL OVER THE MASSES.  THEY ARE FAR MORE ALIKE THAN THEY ARE DIFFERENT).

X-Mart Protest 
Yesterday, June 7th, a group of us stood outside the X-Mart pornography shop in Southwest Gainesville with signs and a megaphone. We were protesting the immorality of our city, and of our Nation. The store called the police on us twice, but quite thankfully the law was on our side.

(WELL TERRY, I GUESS THE LAW ISN'T ON YOUR SIDE ANYMORE SINCE YOUR ARREST ON CHILD PORNOGRAPHY CHARGES ON AUGUST 4.  THE LORD WORKS IN STRANGE WAYS DOESN'T HE TERRY?

WHEN YOU FIGURE OUT WHY, PLEASE LET US KNOW).

God detests sexual perversion! Repent! 
In the Old Testament, sexual perverts, adulterers, prostitutes, and homosexuals were put to death on God's orders (Leviticus 18) because of the destructive wickedness of such acts. Under the New Covenant we know that Jesus paid the price for our sins on the Cross, so this penatly is not meeted out in this life. Jesus forgave the adulteress that was to have been stoned, but he said to her, "Go and sin no more." The severity of the sin remains and is just as hated by God. We have a chance, in Christ, to repent and seek forgiveness and deliverance from sexual perversion.

(TERRY: IS THAT WHAT YOU PLAN TO DO?  JUST SAY YOU'RE SORRY AND THEN GO BACK TO SWAPPING PICTURES OF LITTLE NUDE CHILDREN?).

I have been reading the recently published book, "Irshad and the Abuse of Moslem Women." This nightmare of a story inspired my collection of images of Moslems which became a slideshow.

(TERRY, WHAT INSPIRED YOUR COLLECTION OF NAKED LITTLE KIDS THAT LANDED YOU IN JAIL?).

Women in an Islamic world face a host of horrors: legalized rape, pedophiles, genital mutilation, child marriages, temporary marriages, polygamy.

(TERRY, WOMEN IN THE CHRISTIAN WORLD HAVE FACED MANY OF THOSE SAME HORRORS: PEDOPHILES SEEM TO BE EVERYWHERE AMONG THE CATHOLIC CLERGY; GENITAL MUTILATION IS COMMON, NOT JUST FOR JEWS, BUT GENTILES ALIKE; CHILD MARRIAGES AND POLYGAMY ARE STILL COMMON AMONG THE CHRISTIAN SECT OF MORMONISM; AND TEMPORARY MARRIAGES ARE AS COMMON AMONG CHRISTIANS AS ANYONE ELSE.

MAYBE YOU SHOULD REREAD THAT BIBLE VERSE ABOUT REMOVING THE LOG FROM YOUR OWN EYE BEFORE COMPLAINING ABOUT THE MOTE IN YOUR BROTHER'S).

Islam and Sharia law are America's most powerful enemy.

(TERRY: THAT MAY BE TRUE IN THE FUTURE.  BUT RIGHT NOW I SEE YOU AS A BIGGER PROBLEM).

GOD HATES PORN 
 
On the one hand, God does not mean for us to be prudes, afraid of the topic of sex, or ashamed of the beauty of the human body, covering ourselves from head to toe like the Moslem women under their tents. But on the other hand, the sexual act is intended by God for marriage between one man and one women, a private act. Porn shops and their contents are a destructive immoral glorification of sin, a blight on our land. God hates them.

(WELL THEN TERRY, AS SOON AS GOD GETS A COPY OF THE DAILY CRIME STATS AND SEES YOUR NAME UNDER "BOOKED FOR POSSESSION OF KIDDIE PORN" YOU MAY WANT TO RECONSIDER ALL THOSE MEAN THINGS YOU SAID ABOUT ISLAM.  MAYBE ALLAH WILL FORGIVE YOU AND LET YOU WORK FOR HIM?).

Abortion Protest 

We protested the "All Women's Heath Center", which is an abortion clinic murdering babies up to 24 weeks. 

(TERRY: HERE'S A HINT - INVEST IN A DICTIONARY. THEY AREN'T MURDERING BABIES.  UNTIL BIRTH, IT IS A FETUS - AFTER BIRTH, IT BECOMES A BABY).

We are nice friendly sweet and loving Christians, remember? God loves everybody.

(TERRY: NOW YOU ARE BEGINNING TO REMIND ME OF THOSE RIOTING MUSLIMS CAUGHT CARRYING SIGNS THAT SAID, "ISLAM - THE RELIGION OF PEACE."  THEY TOO FAILED TO SEE THE IRONY).

Dr Terry Jones spent more than 30 years as  a missionary Pastor in Germany. During that time he saw first hand the decline of Christianity and the dramatic rise of Islam.

(SO TERRY, IF YOUR GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL, WHY IS HE GETTING HIS ASS KICKED BY A GHOST WITH A TURBAN?).

The support for pro-abortion politicians and laws puts the blood of the 3,500 murdered children per day on our hands (and that is just the legal abortions.)

(TERRY, A WHILE BACK YOU TRIED TO PROMOTE FETUSES TO THE STATUS OF BABIES.  NOW YOU ARE PROMOTING THEM TO CHILDREN.  AT THIS RATE, BY THE END OF THIS SHOW, THEY WILL BE GETTING ABORTED RIGHT BEFORE GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL).

Islam's Child Brides: Nigeria 
 
We often see reports of child brides in countries like Saudi and Yemen, but the practice is common. There is in fact no age limit for marriage in Islam and a girl can find herself born married. Former Moslems Wafa Sultan and Nonie Darwish, among many others, also report that sexual molestation of young girls is also common.

(TERRY, TRAVEL TO UTAH AND YOU CAN FIND THOUSANDS OF CHILD BRIDES - AND EVERY SINGLE ONE OF THEM IS CHRISTIAN.  AND YOU CAN FIND SEXUAL MOLESTATION ALL OVER THE UNITED STATES - WHICH IS 75% CHRISTIAN).

Nonie Darwish, "Islam’s greatest enemies are Christianity and Judaism."

(ACTUALLY TERRY, ISLAM'S GREATEST ENEMIES ARE THE SAME AS THOSE OF CHRISTIANITY AND JUDAISM, THEY ARE: FREEDOM OF RELIGION, FREEDOM OF SPEECH, SCIENCE, LOGIC, AND REASON).

In Support of Westboro Baptist

On Sunday April 18, Westboro Baptist Church came to Gainesville. One of their stops was a liberal "Open doors, open hearts, open minds," church near us, so we took part of our Sunday Service time and went as a church to stand with them.

(WOW TERRY, I CAN'T BELIEVE THAT WE HAD ALL THE KOOKS TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE, IF EVEN FOR ONLY A SHORT TIME.  WHAT I WOULDN'T HAVE GIVEN FOR ACCESS TO A LIMITED NUCLEAR DEVICE).

If you don't agree with Christian teaching, at least be glad that in the West you live under the freedom and safety of it's teaching which has shaped our laws.

(TERRY: HOW HAS IT SHAPED OUR LAWS?  THE FIRST COMMANDMENT SAYS "THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME."  OUR CONSTITUTION GRANTS FREEDOM OF RELIGION.  THAT IS THE DIRECT OPPOSITE OF WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES.  ONE COMMANDMENT SAYS "THOU SHALT NOT KILL," YET WE HAVE CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.  EXACTLY WHICH OF THE BIBLE'S LAWS SHAPED OUR CONSTITUTION?).

A Biblical Look at Islam 
Some Chirstians have told us that our ISLAM IS OF THE DEVIL statement is "extra-Biblical." That exact phrase is not used by Pastor Reza Safa, but he teaches that the Bible can be studied to find out about Islam.

(TERRY: HOW CAN YOU FIND OUT ABOUT ISLAM IN THE BIBLE WHEN ISLAM DIDN'T EXIST UNTIL 500 YEARS AFTER THE NEW TESTAMENT WAS WRITTEN?  AND HOW COME GOD NEVER SAW ISLAM COMING?).

Haiti Turn to God!
Did Haiti make a pact with the devil? Are they cursed? Is this why the earthquake happened? It is not impossible. They certainly have opened the door to the devil through voodoo.

(TERRY: THE DEVIL COMES FROM THE BIBLE - NOT VOODOO).

Haiti, like New Orleans, are known as places of sin, corruption and disobedience.

(SO TERRY, HOW COME LAS VEGAS ESCAPES ALL THIS BAD STUFF?)

They do not look or feel blessed. They also openly practice devil worship with it's weird practices and sacrifices.

(ACTUALLY TERRY, WEIRD PRACTICES AND SACRIFICES ARE ALSO TO BE FOUND THROUGHOUT YOUR BIBLE).

If you hate our ISLAM IS OF THE DEVIL signs and T-Shirts, then you might be a humanist.

(TERRY, I AM A HUMANIST, BUT I HAVE NEVER SEEN YOUR NUTTY LITTLE T-SHIRTS OR SIGNS).

In the U.S. 50 million abortions have been performed since 1973. The oldest of these babies, if he had lived but never had a chance, would be 36 years old today. Many of them would have had kids themselves, so we are missing somewhere well beyond 60 million Americans today. 60 million people like you and me who were not allowed to live.

(TERRY, IF EVEN ONE OF THOSE 60 MILLION WOULD HAVE TURNED OUT LIKE YOU - THEN WE ARE ALL FAR BETTER OFF THAT THEY WERE ABORTED.  YOU ARE THE GREATEST LIVING PROOF FOR THE NEED FOR ABORTIONS).

The Martyrdom of Kim Sun-il, Who Spoke about Jesus to the Iraqi People
 
Kim Sun-il was a Korean Christian who had a vision to bring the Gospel to Muslims.

(TERRY: KIM WASN'T ONE OF YOUR PARTICULARLY BRIGHT ONES WAS HE?).

So he studied Arabic and in 2004 worked in Iraq as an interpretor. "All the while he shared the Gospel message with those he met. After Kim's death, the group that claimed responsibility, Tawhid wa al-Jihad, made this statement on their website: "We have killed an infidel who tried to propagate Christianity in Iraq... This infidel studied theology and was preparing to become a missionary in the Islamic world."

(LIKE I SAID TERRY, KIM WASN'T VERY WELL ATTUNED TO REALITY.  BUT I GUESS THAT KIND OF COMES WITH RELIGIOUS BELIEF, DOESN'T IT?).

The world bombards women with slogans such as “Equal Rights for Women” and “Pro-Choice,” giving us the feeling that we have the right to make the decision to kill an unborn child.  But the Bible is very clear when it says, “Do not murder.”

(TERRY: YOUR BIBLE IS ALSO VERY CLEAR IN HUNDREDS OF OTHER VERSES WHERE GOD NOT ONLY ORDERS PEOPLE TO KILL, BUT OFTEN SHOWS THEM HOW TO DO IT).

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, we are reminded to make our selves nothing, humble ourselves, and then we will shine like stars!

(TERRY: THAT DOESN'T JIVE VERY WELL WITH REALITY.  THE PEOPLE WHO SHINE LIKE STARS ARE THE ONES WHO DO THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF WHAT PAUL TAUGHT).

Forgive. Not easy but it is the most import truth that you need to get hold of for your life. You need to be forgiven for your faults and sins by others, by God. And you must forgive those who have done you wrong.

(SO TERRY, WHY DOESN'T THIS APPLY TO MUSLIMS?).

As Christians, we have a desire to live a life of trust in God. We know from the Word of God that this is God’s plan for us, and we never intend to live otherwise. But the Devil tricked Eve and Adam, and he easily seduces us too.

(TERRY: HOW DID SATAN TRICK ADAM AND EVE?  UNLESS WE ARE USING DIFFERENT BIBLES, SATAN TOLD THEM THE TRUTH WHEN HE SAID THAT THEY WOULD NOT DIE ON THE DAY THEY ATE THE FRUIT.  IT WAS GOD WHO LIED TO THEM BY TELLING THEM THEY WOULD).

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT


EXTINCTION OF WOOLLY MAMMOTH, SABER-TOOTHED CAT MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY HUMAN PREDATORS

A NEW ANALYSIS OF THE EXTINCTION OF WOOLLY MAMMOTHS AND OTHER LARGE MAMMALS MORE THAN 10,000 YEARS AGO SUGGESTS THAT THEY MAY HAVE FALLEN VICTIM TO THE SAME TYPE OF "TROPHIC CASCADE" OF ECOSYSTEM DISRUPTION THAT SCIENTISTS SAY IS BEING CAUSED TODAY BY THE GLOBAL DECLINE OF PREDATORS SUCH AS WOLVES, COUGARS, AND SHARKS.

IN EACH CASE THE CASCADING EVENTS WERE ORIGINALLY BEGUN BY HUMAN DISRUPTION OF ECOSYSTEMS, BUT AROUND 15,000 YEARS AGO THE PROBLEM WAS NOT THE LOSS OF A KEY PREDATOR, BUT THE ADDITION OF ONE - HUMAN HUNTERS WITH SPEARS.

IN A STUDY PUBLISHED IN THE JOURNAL BIOSCIENCE, RESEARCHERS PROPOSE THAT THIS MASS EXTINCTION WAS CAUSED BY NEWLY-ARRIVED HUMANS TIPPING THE BALANCE OF POWER AND COMPETING WITH MAJOR PREDATORS SUCH AS SABER-TOOTHED CATS. AN EQUILIBRIUM THAT HAD SURVIVED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS WAS DISRUPTED, POSSIBLY EXPLAINING THE LOSS OF TWO-THIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA'S LARGE MAMMALS DURING THIS PERIOD.

"FOR DECADES, SCIENTISTS HAVE BEEN DEBATING THE CAUSES OF THIS MASS EXTINCTION, AND THE TWO THEORIES WITH THE MOST SUPPORT ARE HUNTING PRESSURES FROM THE ARRIVAL OF HUMANS, AND CLIMATE CHANGE."

IN THE LATE PLEISTOCENE, RESEARCHERS SAY, MAJOR PREDATORS DOMINATED NORTH AMERICA IN AN UNEASY STABILITY WITH A WIDE RANGE OF MAMMALS: MAMMOTHS, MASTODONS, GROUND SLOTHS, CAMELS, HORSES, AND SEVERAL SPECIES OF BISON. THE NEW STUDY CITES PREVIOUS EVIDENCE FROM CARNIVORE TOOTH WEAR AND FRACTURE, GROWTH RATES OF PREY, AND OTHER FACTORS THAT SUGGEST THAT THERE WERE NO SERIOUS SHORTAGES OF FOOD CAUSED BY ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 10,000 TO 15,000 YEARS AGO.

QUITE CONTRARY TO THAT, THE LARGE HERBIVORES SEEMED TO BE GROWING QUICKLY AND JUST AS QUICKLY HAD THEIR NUMBERS REDUCED BY A RANGE OF SIGNIFICANT CARNIVOROUS PREDATORS, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH WERE LIONS, DIRE WOLVES, AND TWO SPECIES OF SABER-TOOTHED CATS. FOOD WAS PLENTIFUL FOR HERBIVORES, THE SYSTEM WAS BALANCED, BUT IT WAS DOMINATED BY PREDATORS.

"WHEN HUMAN HUNTERS ARRIVED ON THE SCENE, THEY PROVIDED NEW COMPETITION WITH THESE CARNIVORES FOR THE SAME PREY."

BUT THE DRIVING FORCE IN ELIMINATING THE LARGE MAMMALS, ACCORDING TO THE NEW THEORY, WAS NOT HUMANS -- THEY JUST GOT THE PROCESS STARTED. AFTER THAT, PREDATORS INCREASINGLY DESPERATE FOR FOOD MAY HAVE DRIVEN THEIR PREY TO EXTINCTION OVER LONG PERIODS OF TIME -- AND THEN EVENTUALLY DIED OUT THEMSELVES.

THE LOSS OF SPECIES IN NORTH AMERICA DURING THE LATE PLEISTOCENE WAS REMARKABLE -- ABOUT 80 PERCENT OF 51 LARGE HERBIVORE SPECIES WENT EXTINCT, ALONG WITH MORE THAN 60 PERCENT OF IMPORTANT LARGE CARNIVORES. PREVIOUS RESEARCH HAS DOCUMENTED THE GROWTH RATES OF NORTH AMERICAN MAMMOTHS BY STUDYING THEIR TUSKS, REVEALING NO EVIDENCE OF REDUCED GROWTH CAUSED BY INADEQUATE FOOD -- THUS OFFERING NO SUPPORT FOR CLIMATE-INDUCED HABITAT DECLINE.

TROPHIC CASCADES INITIATED BY HUMANS ARE BROADLY DEMONSTRATED. IN NORTH AMERICA, IT MAY HAVE STARTED WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST HUMANS, BUT CONTINUES TODAY WITH THE EXTIRPATION OF WOLVES, COUGARS AND OTHER PREDATORS AROUND THE WORLD. THE HUNTING OF WHALES IN THE LAST CENTURY MAY HAVE LED TO PREDATORY KILLER WHALES TURNING THEIR ATTENTION TO OTHER PREY SUCH AS SEALS AND SEA OTTERS -- AND THE DECLINES IN SEA OTTER POPULATIONS HAS LED TO AN EXPLOSION OF SEA URCHINS AND COLLAPSE OF KELP FOREST ECOSYSTEMS.

"THE TRAGIC CASCADE OF SPECIES DECLINES DUE TO HUMAN HARVESTING OF MARINE MEGAFAUNA HAPPENING NOW MAY BE A REPEAT OF THE CASCADE THAT OCCURRED WITH THE ONSET OF HUMAN HARVESTING OF TERRESTRIAL MEGAFAUNA MORE THAN 10,000 YEARS AGO. THIS IS A SOBERING THOUGHT, BUT IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO ALTER OUR COURSE THIS TIME AROUND IN THE INTEREST OF SUSTAINING EARTH'S ECOSYSTEMS."

*************************************************************
ABROAD

BRITISH GIRLS UNDERGO HORROR OF GENITAL MUTILATION DESPITE TOUGH LAWS

FEMALE CIRCUMCISION WILL BE INFLICTED ON UP TO 2,000 BRITISH SCHOOLGIRLS DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS – LEAVING BRUTAL PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL SCARS. YET THERE HAVE BEEN NO PROSECUTIONS AGAINST THE PRACTICE.

LIKE ANY 12-YEAR-OLD, JAMELIA WAS EXCITED AT THE PROSPECT OF A PLANE JOURNEY AND A LONG SUMMER HOLIDAY IN THE SUN. AN AVID READER, SHE HAD FILLED HER SUITCASES WITH BOOKS AND WAS READING HARRY POTTER AND THE PRISONER OF AZKABAN WHEN HER MOTHER CAME FOR HER. "SHE SAID, 'YOU KNOW IT'S GOING TO BE TODAY?' JAMELIA DIDN'T KNOW EXACTLY WHAT IT WOULD ENTAIL BUT KNEW SOMETHING WAS GOING TO BE CUT. SHE WAS MADE TO BELIEVE IT WAS GENUINELY PART OF HER RELIGION."

SHE WENT ON: "I CAME TO THE LIVING ROOM AND THERE WERE LOADS OF WOMEN. I LATER FOUND OUT IT WAS TO HOLD ME DOWN, THEY BRING LOTS OF WOMEN TO HOLD THE GIRL DOWN. I THOUGHT I WAS GOING TO BE BRAVE SO I DIDN'T REALLY NEED THAT. I JUST LAY DOWN AND I REMEMBER LOOKING AT THE CEILING AND STARING AT THE FAN.

"I DON'T REMEMBER SCREAMING, I REMEMBER THE RIDICULOUS AMOUNT OF PAIN, I REMEMBER THE BLOOD EVERYWHERE, ONE OF THE MAIDS, I ACTUALLY SAW HER PICK UP THE BIT OF FLESH THAT THEY CUT AWAY 'CAUSE SHE WAS MOPPING UP THE BLOOD. THERE WAS BLOOD EVERYWHERE."

SOME 500 TO 2,000 BRITISH SCHOOLGIRLS WILL BE GENITALLY MUTILATED OVER THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS. SOME WILL BE TAKEN ABROAD, OTHERS WILL BE "CUT" OR CIRCUMCISED AND SEWN CLOSED HERE IN THE UK BY WOMEN ALREADY LIVING HERE OR WHO ARE FLOWN IN AND BROUGHT TO "CUTTING PARTIES" FOR A FEW GIRLS AT A TIME IN A COST-SAVING EXERCISE.

THEN THE GIRLS WILL RETURN TO THEIR SCHOOLS AND TRY TO GET ON WITH THEIR LIVES, SCARRED MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY BY FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (FGM), A PRACTICE THAT SERVES AS A SOCIAL AND CULTURAL BONDING EXERCISE AND, AMONG THOSE WHO ARE STITCHED UP, TO ENSURE THAT CHASTITY CAN BE PROVED TO A FUTURE HUSBAND.

EVEN GIRLS WHO SUFFER LESS EXTREME FORMS OF FGM ARE UNLIKELY TO BE PROMISCUOUS. ONE STUDY AMONG EGYPTIAN WOMEN FOUND 50% OF WOMEN WHO HAD UNDERGONE FGM "ENDURED" RATHER THAN ENJOYED SEX.

CLEANLINESS, NEATNESS OF APPEARANCE AND THE INCREASED SEXUAL PLEASURE FOR THE MAN ARE ALL MOTIVATIONS FOR THE PRACTICE. BUT THE DESIRE TO CONFORM TO TRADITION IS THE MOST POWERFUL MOTIVE. THE RITE OF PASSAGE, CONDEMNED BY MANY ISLAMIC SCHOLARS, PREDATES BOTH THE KORAN AND THE BIBLE AND POSSIBLY EVEN JUDAISM, APPEARING IN THE 2ND CENTURY BC.

COMFORT MOMOH WORKS AT GUY'S AND ST. THOMAS' HOSPITAL IN LONDON, IN ONE OF THE 16 CLINICS UP AND DOWN THE COUNTRY WHO DEAL WITH FGM AND ITS HEALTH REPERCUSSSIONS. WOMEN WHO HAVE HAD MUCH OF THEIR EXTERNAL GENITALIA SLICED OFF AND THEIR VAGINAS STITCHED CLOSED, BUT FOR A TINY HOLE, ALSO COME TO BE CUT OPEN IN ORDER TO GIVE BIRTH.

THERE ARE FOUR TYPES OF FEMALE CIRCUMCISION IDENTIFIED BY THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION, RANGING FROM PARTIAL TO TOTAL REMOVAL OF THE EXTERNAL FEMALE GENITALIA. SOME 140 MILLION WOMEN WORLDWIDE HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO FGM AND AN ESTIMATED FURTHER TWO MILLION ARE AT RISK EVERY YEAR. MOST LIVE IN 28 AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHILE OTHERS ARE IN YEMEN, KURDISTAN, THE US, SAUDI ARABIA, AUSTRALIA AND CANADA.

THE UK PROHIBITION OF FEMALE CIRCUMCISION ACT 1985 MAKES IT AN OFFENCE TO CARRY OUT FGM OR TO AID, ABET OR PROCURE THE SERVICE OF ANOTHER PERSON. THE FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION ACT 2003, MAKES IT AGAINST THE LAW FOR FGM TO BE PERFORMED ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD ON UK PERMANENT RESIDENTS OF ANY AGE AND CARRIES A MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 14 YEARS IMPRISONMENT. TO DATE, NO PROSECUTIONS HAVE BEEN MADE UNDER UK LEGISLATION.

"OBVIOUSLY IN SUMMER WE GET REALLY ANXIOUS. ALL ACTIVISTS AND PROFESSIONALS WORKING AROUND FGM GET ANXIOUS BECAUSE THIS IS THE TIME THAT FAMILIES TAKE THEIR CHILDREN BACK HOME. THIS IS THE TIME WHEN ALL THE PROFESSIONALS NEED TO BE REALLY ALERT."

"THERE IS NO HARD EVIDENCE IN FIGURES ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE UK BECAUSE IT'S A HUSH-HUSH THING. IT'S ONLY NOW THAT A FEW PEOPLE ARE BEGINNING TO TALK ABOUT IT, WHICH IS GOOD BECAUSE CHANGE WILL ONLY COME FROM WITHIN AND THE NUMBERS COMING FORWARD ARE RISING. BUT THERE IS A LOT OF FAMILY PRESSURE. WHEN I FIRST STARTED IN 1997 WE HAD TWO CLINICS IN THE COUNTRY, NOW WE HAVE 16."

"FGM IS NOT CONFINED TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES. IT HAS NO BASIS IN CHRISTIANITY, IT HAS NO BASIS IN ISLAM; NONE OF MUHAMMAD'S DAUGHTERS HAD IT DONE.

"AND WE CANNOT JUST BLAME THE WOMEN AS THE MEN ARE SILENTLY SUPPORTING IT BY PAYING FOR IT. THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S LACK OF A POSITION ON FGM IS VERY WORRYING. WE DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY WILL DO, BUT WE DO KNOW THAT THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS ARE HERE AGAIN AND WE WILL BE LEFT TO PICK UP THE PIECES IN A FEW WEEKS' TIME."

"WHY WOULD ANYONE WANT TO GO AND CUT UP A SEVEN- OR EIGHT-YEAR-OLD CHILD? PEOPLE NEED TO WAKE UP — YOU ARE HURTING YOUR CHILD, YOU ARE HURTING YOUR DAUGHTER, YOU'RE NOT GOING TO HAVE A GRANDCHILD, SO WAKE UP."

FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION: THE FACTS
■ FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION, ALSO KNOWN AS CUTTING, IS PRACTISED IN 28 AFRICAN COUNTRIES. THE PREVALENCE RATE RANGES FROM 98% OF GIRLS IN SOMALIA TO 5% IN ZAIRE. IT ALSO TAKES PLACE AMONG ETHNIC GROUPS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, INDIA, PAKISTAN, MALAYSIA, INDONESIA, AUSTRALIA, CANADA, THE US AND NEW ZEALAND.


*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

SIGMUND FREUD (1856 –1939) 83 YEARS.

HE WAS A JEWISH AUSTRIAN NEUROLOGIST WHO FOUNDED THE PSYCHOANALYTIC SCHOOL OF PSYCHIATRY. FREUD IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS THEORIES OF THE UNCONSCIOUS MIND AND THE DEFENSE MECHANISM OF REPRESSION, AND FOR CREATING THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF PSYCHOANALYSIS FOR TREATING PSYCHOPATHOLOGY THROUGH DIALOGUE BETWEEN A PATIENT. FREUD IS ALSO RENOWNED FOR HIS REDEFINITION OF SEXUAL DESIRE AS THE PRIMARY MOTIVATIONAL ENERGY OF HUMAN LIFE, AS WELL AS FOR HIS THERAPEUTIC TECHNIQUES, INCLUDING THE USE OF FREE ASSOCIATION, HIS THEORY OF TRANSFERENCE IN THE THERAPEUTIC RELATIONSHIP, AND THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS AS SOURCES OF INSIGHT INTO UNCONSCIOUS DESIRES. HE WAS AN EARLY NEUROLOGICAL RESEARCHER INTO CEREBRAL PALSY, AND A PROLIFIC ESSAYIST, DRAWING ON PSYCHOANALYSIS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE HISTORY, INTERPRETATION AND CRITIQUE OF CULTURE.

WHILE MANY OF FREUD'S IDEAS HAVE FALLEN OUT OF FAVOR OR BEEN MODIFIED BY NEO-FREUDIANS, AND MODERN ADVANCES IN THE FIELD OF PSYCHOLOGY HAVE SHOWN FLAWS IN SOME OF HIS THEORIES, FREUD'S WORK REMAINS INFLUENTIAL IN THE HUMAN QUEST FOR SELF-UNDERSTANDING, ESPECIALLY IN THE HISTORY OF CLINICAL APPROACHES. IN ACADEMIA, HIS IDEAS CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. HE IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT THINKERS OF THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY, IN TERMS OF ORIGINALITY AND INTELLECTUAL INFLUENCE.

"WHERE QUESTIONS OF RELIGION ARE CONCERNED, 
PEOPLE ARE GUILTY OF EVERY POSSIBLE SORT 
OF DISHONESTY AND INTELLECTUAL MISDEMEANOR."
