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PAKISTANI PUBLIC OPINION
PAKISTANIS SEE THEIR COUNTRY IN CRISIS. THEY GIVE THEIR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT LOWER RATINGS THAN AT ANY TIME IN THIS DECADE, AND ALMOST NO ONE IS SATISFIED WITH NATIONAL CONDITIONS. CRIME AND TERRORISM ARE SEEN AS MAJOR PROBLEMS BY VIRTUALLY EVERYONE. AND HUGE PERCENTAGES OF PAKISTANIS ALSO SEE THEIR COUNTRY STRUGGLING MIGHTILY WITH CORRUPTION AND A DETERIORATING ECONOMY.
A LONG-STANDING CONCERN ABOUT ISLAMIC EXTREMISM HAS GROWN EVEN GREATER OVER THE PAST YEAR. NO FEWER THAN 69% OF THE PAKISTANIS QUESTIONED WORRY THAT EXTREMISTS COULD TAKE CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY. AT THE SAME TIME, INDIFFERENCE AND MIXED OPINIONS ABOUT BOTH AL QAEDA AND THE TALIBAN HAVE GIVEN WAY TO A STRONG CONDEMNATION OF BOTH GROUPS. IN 2008, JUST 33% HELD A NEGATIVE VIEW OF THE TALIBAN; TODAY, 70% RATE IT UNFAVORABLY. SIMILARLY, THE PERCENTAGE OF PAKISTANIS WITH AN UNFAVORABLE OPINION OF AL QAEDA HAS JUMPED FROM 34% TO 61% IN THE LAST YEAR.
HOWEVER, GROWING CONCERN ABOUT ISLAMIC EXTREMISM HAS NOT RESULTED IN AN IMPROVED VIEW OF THE UNITED STATES. OPINIONS OF AMERICA AND ITS PEOPLE REMAIN EXTREMELY NEGATIVE. BARACK OBAMA'S GLOBAL POPULARITY IS NOT EVIDENT IN PAKISTAN, AND AMERICA'S IMAGE REMAINS AS TARNISHED IN THAT COUNTRY AS IT WAS IN THE BUSH YEARS. ONLY 22% OF PAKISTANIS THINK THE U.S. TAKES THEIR INTERESTS INTO ACCOUNT WHEN MAKING FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS, ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED FROM 21% SINCE 2007.  FULLY 64% OF THE PUBLIC REGARDS THE U.S. AS AN ENEMY, WHILE ONLY 9% DESCRIBE IT AS A PARTNER.
FURTHER, MANY EXPRESS SERIOUS CONCERNS ABOUT THE U.S.-LED EFFORT TO COMBAT TERRORISM, BOTH GLOBALLY AND IN PAKISTAN SPECIFICALLY. IN PARTICULAR, MANY WHO ARE AWARE OF THE DRONE STRIKES TARGETING EXTREMIST LEADERS BELIEVE THESE STRIKES ARE CAUSING TOO MANY CIVILIAN DEATHS AND ARE BEING CARRIED OUT BY THE U.S. WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT.
HOWEVER, FOR ALL THE ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT, THE NEW SURVEY BY THE PEW RESEARCH CENTER'S GLOBAL ATTITUDES PROJECT ALSO FINDS AN OPENNESS TO IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AND CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FOR THE IDEA OF WORKING WITH IT TO COMBAT TERRORISM. BY A MARGIN OF 53% TO 29% PAKISTANIS SAY IT IS IMPORTANT THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IMPROVE.
MOREOVER, MANY ENDORSE U.S. ASSISTANCE FOR THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT IN ITS FIGHT WITH EXTREMIST GROUPS. NEARLY THREE-FOURTHS OF THOSE INTERVIEWED WOULD SUPPORT U.S. FINANCIAL AND HUMANITARIAN AID TO AREAS WHERE EXTREMIST GROUPS OPERATE. AS MANY AS 63% BACK THE IDEA OF THE U.S. PROVIDING INTELLIGENCE AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT TO PAKISTANI TROOPS WHO ARE COMBATING THESE GROUPS. AND AFTER BEING ASKED ABOUT THESE FORMS OF COOPERATION BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND THE U.S., NEARLY HALF THEN SAY THEY WOULD FAVOR U.S. MISSILE STRIKES AGAINST EXTREMIST LEADERS. 
IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT AMERICAN COOPERATION WITH THE PAKISTANI MILITARY IS POPULAR, GIVEN THE CONFIDENCE THAT PAKISTANIS HAVE IN IT. AS MANY AS 86% SAY THE MILITARY IS HAVING A GOOD INFLUENCE ON THE COUNTRY, WHICH IS FAR GREATER THAN THE NUMBER WHO FEEL THAT WAY ABOUT THE POLICE (39%), COURTS (58%), AND EVEN RELIGIOUS LEADERS (64%). JUST 36% SAY THE DIRECTORATE FOR INTER-SERVICES INTELLIGENCE IS HAVING A GOOD IMPACT, ALTHOUGH MANY RESPONDENTS (41%) DO NOT OFFER AN OPINION.
THESE ARE THE LATEST FINDINGS FROM THE 2009 PEW GLOBAL ATTITUDES SURVEY OF PAKISTAN. FACE-TO-FACE INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED WITH 1,254 ADULTS IN PAKISTAN BETWEEN MAY 22 AND JUNE 9, 2009. THE SAMPLE, WHICH IS DISPROPORTIONATELY URBAN, INCLUDES PUNJAB, SINDH, BALUCHISTAN, AND THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE. HOWEVER, PORTIONS OF BALUCHISTAN ARE NOT INCLUDED BECAUSE OF INSTABILITY. THE FEDERALLY ADMINISTERED TRIBAL AREAS WERE NOT SURVEYED. THE AREA COVERED BY THE SAMPLE REPRESENTS APPROXIMATELY 90% OF THE ADULT POPULATION. 
CONCERNS ABOUT INDIA
LONG-RUNNING CONCERNS ABOUT INDIA ARE ALSO REFLECTED IN THE POLL. THE DISPUTE BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND INDIA OVER KASHMIR IS CITED AS A MAJOR PROBLEM FACING THE COUNTRY BY NO FEWER THAN 88%. AND GROWING WORRIES ABOUT EXTREMISM NOTWITHSTANDING, MORE PAKISTANIS JUDGE INDIA AS A VERY SERIOUS THREAT TO THE NATION (69%) THAN REGARD THE TALIBAN (57%) OR AL QAEDA (41%) AS VERY SERIOUS THREATS. MOST PAKISTANIS SEE THE U.S. AS ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THIS ISSUE: BY A MARGIN OF 54% TO 4% THE U.S. IS SEEN AS FAVORING INDIA OVER PAKISTAN.
WHILE FEARS ABOUT INDIA PERSIST, PAKISTANIS EXPRESS OVERWHELMINGLY POSITIVE OPINIONS ABOUT ANOTHER ASIAN GIANT – 84% HAVE A FAVORABLE VIEW OF CHINA AND 80% CONSIDER CHINA A PARTNER TO THEIR COUNTRY. 
SUPPORT FOR SEVERE LAWS
ONE OF THE IRONIES IN THE SURVEY IS THE EXTENT TO WHICH PAKISTANIS EMBRACE SOME OF THE SEVERE LAWS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA, EVEN AS THEY REJECT ISLAMIC EXTREMISM AND THESE EXTREMIST GROUPS. THE NEW POLL FINDS BROAD SUPPORT FOR HARSH PUNISHMENTS: 78% FAVOR DEATH FOR THOSE WHO LEAVE ISLAM; 80% FAVOR WHIPPINGS AND CUTTING OFF HANDS FOR CRIMES LIKE THEFT AND ROBBERY; AND 83% FAVOR STONING ADULTERERS.
(NEO: THOSE PERCENTAGES REPRESENT THE "SUB-HUMANS" WITHIN THAT CULTURE - THAT DOESN'T LEAVE VERY MANY MODERN, CIVILIZED HUMANS. EVOLUTION HAS COMPLETED MISSED 80% OF THAT POPULATION).
PAKISTANI PUBLIC OPINION DEPARTS SIGNIFICANTLY FROM THE TALIBAN ON THE ISSUES OF GIRLS' EDUCATION AND EXTREMIST VIOLENCE. AS MANY AS 87% OF PAKISTANIS BELIEVE IT IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT FOR BOYS AND GIRLS TO BE EDUCATED. THE POLL ALSO FINDS THAT SUPPORT FOR SUICIDE BOMBING THAT TARGETS CIVILIANS IN DEFENSE OF ISLAM REMAINS VERY LOW. ONLY 5% OF PAKISTANI MUSLIMS BELIEVE THESE KINDS OF ATTACKS CAN OFTEN OR SOMETIMES BE JUSTIFIED; AS RECENTLY AS 2004 ROUGHLY FOUR-IN-TEN (41%) HELD THIS VIEW.
(NEO: IT SOUNDS LIKE THEIR VIEWS TOOK ON A MORE "REALISITIC" VIEW WHEN SOME OF THEIR OWN RELATIVES BECAME THE INNOCENT VICTIMS OF THOSE SUB-HUMAN FANATICS).
FULLY 87% NOW SAY SUCH ATTACKS CAN NEVER BE JUSTIFIED – THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE AMONG THE MUSLIM PUBLICS INCLUDED IN THE 2009 SURVEY. 
BREAKING DOWN VIEWS TOWARD THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA
ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY DATA FINDS A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT PATTERNS REGARDING VIEWS OF THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA. FIRST, BOTH GROUPS ARE UNPOPULAR ACROSS THE BOARD. AMONG ALL THE MAJOR SUBGROUPS WITHIN PAKISTANI SOCIETY ANALYZED IN THE STUDY, NEGATIVE VIEWS OF THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA OUTWEIGH POSITIVE VIEWS.
SECOND, SUPPORT FOR BOTH GROUPS IS LOW EVEN AMONG THOSE WHO AGREE WITH SOME OF THE SEVERE PUNISHMENTS ENDORSED BY THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA, SUCH AS STONING ADULTERERS, CUTTING OFF THE HANDS OF THIEVES, AND EXECUTING PEOPLE WHO LEAVE ISLAM. STILL, THOSE WHO DISAGREE WITH THESE HARSH MEASURES ARE SOMEWHAT MORE LIKELY TO EXPRESS AN UNFAVORABLE VIEW OF BOTH GROUPS. FOR INSTANCE, AMONG PAKISTANIS WHO SUPPORT THE DEATH PENALTY FOR PEOPLE WHO LEAVE ISLAM, 69% HAVE A NEGATIVE VIEW OF THE TALIBAN, WHILE 77% OF THOSE WHO OPPOSE THE DEATH PENALTY IN SUCH CASES GIVE THE TALIBAN A NEGATIVE RATING.
THIRD, EDUCATION PLAYS A ROLE IN VIEWS ABOUT EXTREMISM. PAKISTANIS WITH HIGHER LEVELS OF EDUCATION ARE CONSISTENTLY MORE LIKELY TO REJECT THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA.
FOURTH, THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA TEND TO BE UNPOPULAR ACROSS REGIONS WHERE GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE CURRENTLY FIGHTING EXTREMIST GROUPS. HOWEVER, SINDH STANDS OUT AS THE REGION WITH THE MOST NEGATIVE VIEWS. FOR EXAMPLE, 82% IN SINDH HAVE A NEGATIVE OPINION OF THE TALIBAN, COMPARED WITH 67% IN PUNJAB. MORE THAN HALF IN BALUCHISTAN DO NOT OFFER OPINIONS ABOUT THE TALIBAN OR AL QAEDA.
(NEO: THOSE WOULD BE THE ONES WHO ARE SCARED OUT OF THEIR WITS TO EVEN VOICE AN ANONYMOUS OPINION).
FIFTH, AND PERHAPS UNSURPRISINGLY, VIEWS ABOUT THE TALIBAN ARE LINKED TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH PEOPLE BELIEVE THE COUNTRY IS THREATENED BY EXTREMIST GROUPS. ANALYSIS OF THE DATA SHOWS THAT PEOPLE WHO THINK EXTREMIST GROUPS MAY BE ABLE TO SEIZE CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY ARE MORE LIKELY TO VOICE NEGATIVE VIEWS ABOUT THE TALIBAN, WHICH HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN ARMED-CONFLICT WITH THE PAKISTANI MILITARY.
ALSO OF NOTE: 
THE NATION-STATE IS OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE TO PAKISTANIS, AND DESPITE IMPORTANT ETHNIC AND REGIONAL DIFFERENCES, NATIONAL IDENTITY IS STRONG THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. OVERALL, 89% SAY THEY THINK OF THEMSELVES FIRST AS PAKISTANI, RATHER THAN AS A MEMBER OF THEIR ETHNIC GROUP. 
PAKISTANI PRESIDENT ASIF ALI ZARDARI'S RATINGS HAVE PLUMMETED: LAST YEAR, 64% HAD A FAVORABLE OPINION OF HIM; NOW JUST 32% HOLD THIS VIEW. 
ZARDARI IS MUCH LESS POPULAR THAN THE OTHER PUBLIC FIGURES TESTED: OPPOSITION LEADER NAWAZ SHARIF (79% FAVORABLE), PRIME MINISTER YOUSAF RAZA GILANI (67%) AND CHIEF JUSTICE IFTIKHAR MUHAMMAD CHAUDHRY (61%). 
ABOUT 72% WANT THE U.S. AND NATO TO REMOVE THEIR MILITARY TROOPS FROM AFGHANISTAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. ONLY 16% APPROVE OF OBAMA'S DECISION TO SEND MORE TROOPS TO AFGHANISTAN. 
IN 2008, 53% SAID THE ECONOMY WOULD IMPROVE IN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS. THIS YEAR, ONLY 23% BELIEVE THE ECONOMY WILL GET BETTER. 
THE PAKISTANI MEDIA RECEIVES VERY HIGH RATINGS – 77% SAY IT IS HAVING A GOOD INFLUENCE ON THE COUNTRY. 
WHILE VIEWS ABOUT NATIONAL CONDITIONS ARE OVERWHELMINGLY NEGATIVE, MOST PAKISTANIS ARE UPBEAT ABOUT THEIR PERSONAL LIVES – 74% SAY THEY ARE VERY OR SOMEWHAT SATISFIED WITH THEIR OVERALL LIVES, AND MOST ARE SATISFIED WITH THEIR FAMILY LIVES AND INCOMES. NONETHELESS, COMPARED WITH OTHER NATIONS, LEVELS OF PERSONAL SATISFACTION IN PAKISTAN ARE RELATIVELY LOW.
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

EXCEPTIONALLY WELL PRESERVED DINOSAUR FOSSILS UNCOVERED IN NORTH-EASTERN CHINA DISPLAY THE EARLIEST KNOWN FEATHERS.
THE CREATURES ARE ALL MORE THAN 150 MILLION YEARS OLD. 
THE NEW FINDS ARE INDISPUTABLY OLDER THAN ARCHAEOPTERYX, THE OLDEST RECOGNISED BIRD DISCOVERED IN GERMANY.
(NOTE: THAT IS INCORRECT. ARCHAEOPTERYX WAS NOT A BIRD BUT A TRANSITIONAL SPECIES BETWEEN DINOSAURS AND BIRDS. IT HAD 2 FEATURES FOUND IN REPTILES, BUT NEVER FOUND IN BIRDS:  1) A PUBIC PEDUNCLE, AND  2) A LONG BONY TAIL).
PROFESSOR XU XING AND COLLEAGUES TELL THE JOURNAL NATURE THAT THIS REPRESENTS THE FINAL PROOF THAT DINOSAURS WERE ANCESTRAL TO BIRDS. 
THE THEORY THAT BIRDS EVOLVED FROM DINOSAURS HAS ALWAYS BEEN TROUBLED BY THE ABSENCE OF FEATHERS MORE ANCIENT THAN THOSE ON THE FAMOUS ARCHAEOPTERYX.
THIS HAS GIVEN CRITICS ROOM TO QUESTION THE IDEA. 
BUT THE NEW FOSSILS, WHICH COME FROM TWO SEPARATE LOCATIONS, ARE IN MOST CASES ABOUT 10 MILLION YEARS OLDER THAN THE GERMAN BIRD DISCOVERED IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY. 
ONE OF THE DINOSAURS, NAMED ANCHIORNIS HUXLEYI, IS SPECTACULAR IN ITS PRESERVATION. 
IT HAS EXTENSIVE PLUMAGE COVERING ITS ARMS AND TAIL, AND ALSO ITS FEET - A "FOUR-WINGED" ARRANGEMENT, SAYS PROFESSOR XU FROM THE CHINESE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE IN BEIJING. 
'IMMENSELY EXCITING'
"THE FIRST SPECIMEN WE DISCOVERED EARLIER THIS YEAR WAS INCOMPLETE," HE TOLD BBC NEWS. 
"BASED ON THAT SPECIMEN, WE NAMED IT ANCHIORNIS; AND WE THOUGHT IT WAS A CLOSE RELATIVE OF BIRDS. BUT THEN WE GOT A SECOND SPECIMEN, WHICH WAS VERY COMPLETE - BEAUTIFULLY PRESERVED.
"BASED ON THIS SECOND SPECIMEN, WE REALISED THAT THIS WAS A MUCH MORE IMPORTANT SPECIES, AND DEFINITELY ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT SPECIES FOR OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE ORIGIN OF BIRDS AND OF THEIR FLIGHT." 
PROFESSOR XU BELIEVES THE FOUR-WINGED SHAPE MAY HAVE BEEN A VERY IMPORTANT STAGE IN THE EVOLUTIONARY TRANSITION FROM DINOSAURS TO BIRDS. 
DETAILS OF THE LATEST DISCOVERIES HAVE BEEN PRESENTED THIS WEEK AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY OF VERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGISTS, BEING HELD THIS YEAR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, UK. 
THE RENOWNED BRISTOL PALAEONTOLOGIST MICHAEL BENTON SAID THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS IMMENSELY EXCITING. 
"DRAWING THE TREE OF LIFE, IT'S FAIRLY OBVIOUS THAT FEATHERS AROSE BEFORE ARCHAEOPTERYX APPEARS IN THE FOSSIL RECORD," HE TOLD BBC NEWS. 
"NOW THESE FANTASTIC NEW DISCOVERIES BY PROFESSOR XU XING PROVE THAT ONCE AND FOR ALL. 
"THESE NEW DISCOVERIES ARE MAYBE 10 MILLION YEARS OLDER THAN ARCHAEOPTERYX." 
*************************************************************
ABROAD

ACEH PASSES ADULTERY STONING LAW
 ABOUT 98% OF ACEH'S POPULATION IS THOUGHT TO BE MUSLIM 
INDONESIA'S PROVINCE OF ACEH HAS PASSED A NEW LAW MAKING ADULTERY PUNISHABLE BY STONING TO DEATH, A MEMBER OF THE PROVINCE'S PARLIAMENT HAS SAID.
(NEO: ISN'T IT WONDERFUL TO LIVE IN THE MODERN 21ST CENTURY?)
THE LAW ALSO IMPOSES SEVERE SENTENCES FOR RAPE, HOMOSEXUALITY, ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION AND GAMBLING. 
OPPONENTS HAD TRIED TO DELAY THE LAW, SAYING MORE DEBATE WAS NEEDED BECAUSE IT IMPOSES CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
SHARIA LAW WAS PARTIALLY INTRODUCED IN ACEH IN 2001, AS PART OF A GOVERNMENT OFFER TO PACIFY SEPARATIST REBELS. A PEACE DEAL IN 2005 ENDED THE 30-YEAR INSURGENCY, AND MANY OF THE FORMER REBELS HAVE NOW ENTERED ACEH'S GOVERNMENT, WHICH ENJOYS A DEGREE OF AUTONOMY FROM THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IN JAKARTA. THE LEGISLATION WAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY ACEH'S REGIONAL LEGISLATURE, SAID ASSEMBLY MEMBER BAHROM RASJID. 
(NEO: THIS IS THE RESULT OF MULTICULTURALISM.  WHEN YOU GIVE UP YOUR RIGHTS OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND RELIGION OUT OF FEAR FROM THE THREATS OF TERRORISTS - YOU "DESERVE" WHAT YOU GET).
"THIS LAW WILL BE EFFECTIVE IN 30 DAYS WITH OR WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF ACEH'S GOVERNOR," HE SAID. 
THE GOVERNOR OF ACEH, A FORMER REBEL WITH THE FREE ACEH MOVEMENT, IS OPPOSED TO STRICT SHARIA LAW. HE HAD URGED MORE DEBATE OVER THE BILL. 
'MORAL DEGRADATION'
MARRIED PEOPLE CONVICTED OF ADULTERY CAN BE SENTENCED TO DEATH BY STONING. UNMARRIED PEOPLE CAN BE SENTENCED TO 100 LASHES WITH A CANE. 
MUSLIM MEN IN ACEH ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND PRAYERS EVERY DAY.
(NEO: GIVE AMERICAN EVANGELICALS THEIR "CHRISTIAN NATION" AND YOU WILL BE DOING THE SAME). 
PREVIOUSLY, ACEH'S PARTIALLY-ADOPTED SHARIA LAW ENFORCED MUSLIM DRESS CODES AND MANDATORY PRAYERS. 
"THIS LAW IS A PREVENTIVE MEASURE FOR ACEHNESE PEOPLE SO THAT THEY WILL AVOID MORAL DEGRADATION," SAID MOHARRIYADIA, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE PROSPEROUS JUSTICE PARTY. 
(NEO: WHEN YOU BURY SOMEONE UP TO THEIR ARMPITS AND THEN THROW ROCKS AT THEIR HEAD UNTIL THEY DIE - YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT SINKING INTO MORAL DEGRADATION - YOU HAVE ALREADY SUNK ABOUT AS LOW AS IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE).
A NEW PARLIAMENT WILL BE SWORN IN NEXT MONTH, AFTER LOCAL POLLS SAW THE MODERATE ACEH PARTY WIN THE MOST SEATS IN THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY. 
THE ACEH PARTY HAS SAID IT WILL REVIEW THE LAW ONCE THE NEW PARLIAMENT IS SITTING. 
"IT NEEDS MORE PUBLIC CONSULTATION. WE NEED TO INVOLVE THE ULEMAS - THE ISLAMIC CLERICS - IN DRAFTING THE LAW," SAID ADNAN BEURANSAH, A SPOKESPERSON FOR THE ACEH PARTY. 
ABOUT 90% OF INDONESIA'S 235 MILLION PEOPLE ARE MUSLIM, PRACTISING A MODERATE FORM OF THE RELIGION. 
(NEO: BUT LIKE MUCH OF EUROPE AND OTHER PLACES, THEY LACK THE COURAGE TO STAND UP TO SUBHUMAN, BARBARIC PRACTICES. THEY ALLOW INHUMAN BRUTALITY, AS LONG AS IT HAS APPROVAL FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD, RATHER THAN STANDING UP AGAINST EVIL). 
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

LEWIS THOMAS (1913–1993) 80 YEARS.
HE WAS A PHYSICIAN, POET, ETYMOLOGIST, ESSAYIST, ADMINISTRATOR, EDUCATOR, POLICY ADVISOR, AND RESEARCHER.
THOMAS WAS BORN IN FLUSHING, NEW YORK AND ATTENDED PRINCETON UNIVERSITY AND HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL. HE BECAME DEAN OF YALE MEDICAL SCHOOL AND NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, AND PRESIDENT OF MEMORIAL SLOAN-KETTERING INSTITUTE.
HE WAS INVITED TO WRITE REGULAR ESSAYS IN THE NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE, AND WON A NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR THE 1974 COLLECTION OF THOSE ESSAYS, THE LIVES OF A CELL: NOTES OF A BIOLOGY WATCHER. HE ALSO WON A CHRISTOPHER AWARD FOR THIS BOOK.
MANY OF HIS ESSAYS DISCUSS RELATIONSHIPS AMONG IDEAS OR CONCEPTS USING ETYMOLOGY AS A STARTING POINT. OTHERS CONCERN THE CULTURAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES AND THE GROWING AWARENESS OF ECOLOGY. 
THE LEWIS THOMAS PRIZE IS AWARDED ANNUALLY BY THE ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY TO A SCIENTIST FOR ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT.

"WE NEED SCIENCE, MORE AND BETTER SCIENCE, 
NOT FOR ITS TECHNOLOGY, NOT FOR LEISURE, NOT EVEN FOR HEALTH OR LONGEVITY, 
BUT FOR THE HOPE OF WISDOM WHICH OUR KIND OF CULTURE MUST ACQUIRE FOR ITS SURVIVAL."
