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THIS IS MY EMAIL TO LAURIE HIGGINS AT THE ILLINOIS FAMILY INSTITUE
IN RESPONSE TO HER ATTACK ON HEMANT MEHTA, AKA, "THE FRIENDLY ATHEIST"


JESUS PREACHED THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF WHAT YOU DO. TRY OPENING YOUR BIBLE TO THE NEW TESTAMENT INSTEAD OF SPENDING SO MUCH TIME IN THE OLD.

AND, NO, I AM NOT GAY. BUT UNLIKE YOU, I AM NOT INFESTED WITH A FOUL-SMELLING, SUPERIOR ATTITUDE THAT ALLOWS ME TO HATE OTHERS JUST BECAUSE THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT LIFESTYLE.

PEOPLE LIKE YOU MAKE CHRISTIANITY SEEM MORE LIKE A RELIGION OF HATE THAN A RELIGION OF LOVE.  OKAY, NOW I GET IT: YOU LOVE TO HATE.

JESUS WOULD BE SO PROUD.

*************************************************************************
LAURIE HIGGIN'S REPLY TO MY EMAIL
(HER STATEMENTS ARE FOLLOWED BY MY REPLIES - IN ALL CAPS)

It's difficult to take seriously the claim that you are concerned about love when you make this statement: "I am not infested with a foul-smelling, superior attitude."
 
YOUR REFUSAL TO TAKE SERIOUSLY, MY POINTING OUT THAT YOU PEOPLE ARE A FOUL-SMELLING NEST OF HATERS WITH SUPERIOR ATTITUDES DOES NOT MEAN THAT I AM NOT CONCERNED ABOUT LOVE; IT ONLY MEANS THAT YOU ARE UNWILLING TO ADMIT, WHAT IS CLEARLY OBVIOUS TO ANYONE WHO IS NOT PART OF YOUR PARTICULAR BRAND OF CHRISTIANITY.
 
And have provided no evidence whatsoever that I preach hatred.
 
HOW BLIND CAN YOU POSSIBLY BE?

YOUR VERY WORDS ARE THE EVIDENCE THAT YOU PREACH HATRED - WHETHER YOU WILL ADMIT IT OR NOT.
 
I certainly have never uttered words as despicable as you wrote me.
 
THE WAY YOU FELT WHEN YOU READ THE WORDS THAT YOU FOUND SO DESPICABLE SHOULD GIVE YOU AN IDEA HOW YOUR VICTIMS FEEL WHEN YOU PREACH HATRED AGAINST THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE YOUR BELIEFS OR LIFESTYLE.
 
DOESN'T FEEL VERY GOOD, DOES IT?
 
Moral propositions about behavior do not constitute hatred of persons.

SINCE THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATING YOUR MORAL PROPOSITIONS IS DEATH BY STONING ... I WOULD SAY THAT IT DOES.
 
If you believe that moral disapproval of behavior constitutes hatred of persons, do you apply that principle consistently?
 
MORAL DISAPPROVAL OF SAY, MURDER, IS JUSTIFIED AND ONE SHOULD HATE MURDERERS.  YOU PURPOSELY LUMP HOMOSEXUALS IN WITH CRIMINALS IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY YOUR HATRED OF THEM.
 
AND LET'S BE HONEST: YOU ARE NOT BASING YOUR FEELINGS ON "MORAL PROPOSITIONS."  
YOU ARE BASING YOUR FEELINGS ON YOUR INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE.
WE BOTH KNOW THAT THAT IS THE ONLY PLACE YOUR MORAL PROPOSITIONS COME FROM.
 
MODERN CHRISTIANS UNDERSTAND THAT MUCH OF THE BIBLE IS SYMBOLIC AND IN THE FORM OF PARABLES.  FUNDAMENTALISTS, LIKE YOURSELF, ARE INCAPABLE OF DISPLAYING THE MENTAL ACUITY NECESSARY TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN SOUND MORAL ADVICE ("THOU SHALT NOT KILL") AND FAIRY TALES.
 
Do you hate everyone whose beliefs you disagree with and whose behavioral choices you find morally flawed.
 
YOU HAVE JUST DESCRIBED ... YOURSELF. 

SINCE I AM HETEROSEXUAL, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT I DO NOT HATE THOSE (LIKE HOMOSEXUALS) WHOSE BELIEFS I DISAGREE WITH; BUT YOUR WEBSITE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT YOU DO.

IT IS AMAZING HOW BLIND YOU FUNDAMENTALISTS ARE TO YOUR OWN FLAWS.  YOU DON'T EVEN REALIZE IT WHEN YOU ARE PROJECTING YOUR OWN FAULTS ONTO OTHERS, AS YOUR QUESTION ABOVE PROVES.
  
Clearly, you think my beliefs and behavioral choices are flawed.
 
YOU ARE ENTITLED TO HOLD ANY BELIEFS YOU CHOOSE NO MATTER HOW VILE.  IT IS THE ACTIONS YOU TAKE AGAINST OTHERS BASED ON THOSE BELIEFS THAT IS CREATING THE PROBLEM.
 
I guess that means you hate me.
 
IF I KNEW YOU BETTER, YOU WOULD PROBABLY BE RIGHT.
 
I'M GUESSING YOUR HATRED OF GAYS IS ONLY MATCHED BY YOUR HATRED OF ATHEISTS, ADULTERERS, SABBATH VIOLATORS, AND NON-CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS.
 
I would argue that the tone in your email was decidedly superior.
 
WHEN DEALING WITH PEOPLE WHO FEEL A DIVINE RIGHT TO HATE THEIR FELLOW HUMANS, 
I WOULD HAVE TO SAY THAT "SUPERIOR" WOULD BE AN UNDERSTATEMENT.
 
I  find that most people, myself included, are perfectly capable of loving those whose beliefs and actions we disagree with.
 
AND NOTHING SUPPORTS THAT CLAIM QUITE AS MUCH AS THE LOVE YOU DISPLAY FOR GAY PEOPLE.
 
In fact, I do it all the time.
 
BUT YOU CAN'T SEEM TO BRING YOURSELF TO DO IT IN THIS CASE, CAN YOU?

WHAT IS IT ANYWAY WITH "YOU PEOPLE" AND HONESTY?

THE DAY I HEAR A FUNDAMENTALIST MAKE AN HONEST STATEMENT WILL BE THE DAY I SEE THEM WIGGLING AROUND ON THE FLOOR GASPING FOR AIR LIKE SUPERMAN IN THE PRESENCE OF KRYPTONITE.
 
Jesus loved all
 
SOMEHOW, YOU PEOPLE SEEMED TO HAVE MISSED THAT PART WHEN INTERPRETING THE BIBLE.
 
and  called all sinners to repentance.
 
MURDER IS A SIN AND NEEDS REPENTANCE.  

HOMOSEXUALITY IS ONLY CONSIDERED A SIN BY RELIGIOUS FANATICS WHO BELIEVE THAT THEIR "LITERAL" INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION.  MOST OF THOSE HOMOSEXUALS YOU LABEL AS SINNERS ARE GOD-FEARING, BIBLE BELIEVERS.  UNLIKE YOU, THEY ARE ABLE TO SORT OUT GOOD ADVICE FROM CHILDREN'S STORIES.
 
BUT YOU ARE QUITE THE HYPOCRITE AREN'T YOU?
 
YOU CLAIM TO INTERPRET SCRIPTURE LITERALLY, BUT YOU ARE AS QUICK TO REDEFINE SCRIPTURE AS ANYONE ELSE WHEN  YOU NEED IT TO MEAN SOMETHING ELSE.  I'M SURE YOU DON'T INTERPRET LEVITICUS 26:29 LITERALLY.  I'M SURE YOU HAVE A CONVENIENT EXCUSE FOR "REINTERPRETING" THAT VERSE.  YEAH, I'M SURE IT'S JUST "OUT OF CONTEXT"; WHICH MAKES ME WONDER: IN WHAT CONTEXT IS IT OKAY TO EAT YOUR CHILDREN?
 
YOU HYPOCRITES MAKE ME SICK.  YOU ARE NO DIFFERENT THAN THE BELIEVERS YOU DESPISE; YOU ARE JUST LESS HONEST ABOUT IT.
 
He loved all,
 
HE DID NOT LOVE ALL: SEE LUKE 19:27.
 
BUT I'M SURE YOU HAVE AN EXCUSE READY FOR THAT ONE TOO, ONCE IT IS PUT INTO PROPER CONTEXT AND THE APPROPRIATE WORDS ARE REDEFINED.
 
IT'S FUNNY HOW YOU FUNDAMENTALISTS TRUMPET YOUR "LITERAL" INTERPRETATIONS UNTIL YOU NEED THEM TO NOT BE LITERAL.  THEN YOU MANGLE SCRIPTURE WITH EMBARRASSING RATIONALIZATIONS TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS JUST LIKE EVERYONE ELSE.

TO PARAPHRASE JESUS, "REMOVE THE LOG IN YOUR OWN EYE BEFORE COMPLAINING ABOUT THE MOTE IN YOUR BROTHER'S."
 
but did not  affirm all feelings or all behaviors.
 
THAT IS TRUE.  HE DID NOT AFFIRM HOMOSEXUAL BEHAVIOR.

BUT HE HAD NO DIFFICULTY AFFIRMING MURDER AS POINTED OUT IN LUKE ABOVE.
 
He affirmed that marriage was an institution composed of one man and one woman.
 
EARLIER YOU ASKED FOR "EVIDENCE."  NOW IT'S MY TURN.
 
SHOW ME ONE VERSE IN THE BIBLE WHERE IT SAYS THAT.
 
AND WHILE YOU ARE DESPERATELY SEARCHING FOR THE EVIDENCE THAT EXISTS NOWHERE IN YOUR BIBLE, I CAN GIVE YOU A LIST A MILE LONG WHERE GOD SUPPORTS POLYGAMY, INCEST, AND CONDONES PRACTICES THAT YOU APPARENTLY CONSIDER MORAL SUCH AS THE MARRIAGE OF A WOMAN TO HER RAPIST (DEUTERONOMY 22:25-29).
 
MAYBE YOU SHOULD PASS THIS EMAIL ALONG TO SOMEONE IN YOUR ORGANIZATION
TRAINED TO HANDLE THESE BIBLICAL EMBARRASSMENTS - OBVIOUSLY, YOU ARE NOT.
 
And he affirmed the entirety of the moral  laws (as distinct from the Holiness Codes) of the Old Testament.
 
I'VE SEEN YOUR "MORAL LAWS" AND "HOLINESS CODES" AND I HAVE SEEN THE EFFECTS THEY HAVE HAD ON OUR CIVILIZATION OVER THE PAST 2,000 YEARS.  I HAVE FOUND NO BODY OF LAW OR CODES THAT ENDORSES SLAVERY, MASS MURDER, EATING YOUR OWN CHILDREN, OR EXECUTING PEOPLE FOR MINOR RULE INFRACTIONS.  YOU PEOPLE HAVE THE MOST DISGUSTING SET OF MORAL VALUES EVER PASSED DOWN TO HUMAN BEINGS.
 
BUT TAKE HEART - DESPITE NOT SEEING THE EVIL IN THE BIBLICALLY-APPROVED ACTIVITIES LISTED ABOVE, YOU MANAGED TO DETERMINE THAT HOMOSEXUALITY IS A SIN.

I'VE OWNED PETS THAT HAD MORE COMMON SENSE THAN YOUR ENTIRE ORGANIZATION.
 
Jesus also said that the world will hate followers of Him because the world hated Him first.
 
AFTER READING HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND THE COUNTLESS CONFESSIONS OF MASS MURDER AND OTHER HORRIBLE ACTIVITIES HE PROMOTED - CAN YOU BLAME THEM?
 
He said he came not to bring peace, but a sword that will divide.
 
THAT IS THE ONE BIBLICAL PROPHECY THAT ACTUALLY DID COME TRUE.

UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS STILL COMING TRUE ... EVERY SINGLE DAY IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD WHERE FUNDAMENTALISM EXISTS.
 
If homosexual acts are immoral, it is a terrible act to tell people otherwise. 
 
AND THAT IS THE POINT OF THIS WHOLE DEBATE : "IF"
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Higgins
 
Director of the Division of School Advocacy
Illinois Family Institute

neo

just a guy.

*************************************************************************
LAURIE RESPONDS

To: Neo 
 
What I learned from your email is that you are endlessly inventive
 
"INVENTIVE" WOULD DESCRIBE THE WAYS IN WHICH YOU ARE ABLE TO TWIST SCRIPTURE TO MEAN ANYTHING YOU NEED IT TO MEAN.
FOR EXAMPLE: TO AVOID THE OBVIOUS CONTRADICTION THAT ADAM DID NOT DIE ON THE DAY HE ATE THE FRUIT AS GOD STATED,
YOU PEOPLE HAVE MANUFACTURED A RATIONALIZATION WHERE THE WORD "DIE" IS REDEFINED TO MEAN "SPIRITUAL DEATH."
 
HOW DESPERATE DO YOU HAVE TO BE TO STOOP TO SUCH EMBARRASSING POST HOC EXCUSES TO DELUDE YOURSELVES INTO BELIEVING THAT SCRIPTURE DOESN'T CONTAIN ANY CONTRADICTIONS?
 
BY THE WAY, THE MUSLIMS MAKE THE SAME CLAIM ABOUT THEIR KORAN AS YOU DO ABOUT THE BIBLE: "INERRANT."
LIKE THE BIBLE, THE KORAN CONTRADICTS ITSELF EVERY TIME IT STARTS A NEW VERSE.
 
YOU DISMISS THEIR GOD AS IMAGINARY.  GUESS WHAT?
THEY DO THE SAME THING TO YOUR GOD, AND ... 
THEY HAVE EXACTLY AS MUCH PROOF AS YOU DO:
 
ZERO.
 
and presumptuous. You presume to know my theological orientation without any evidence whatsoever.
 
YOUR WORDS ARE THE EVIDENCE WHICH EXPOSES YOUR THEOLOGICAL ORIENTATION.
 
I am neither a "literalist" nor a "fundamentalist."
 
DENIAL: NOT A GOOD SIGN.
 
I have to wonder if you even know what the terms mean.
 
I HAVE ALREADY EXPLAINED THOSE TERMS, BUT I WILL DO IT ONE MORE TIME, SO PAY ATTENTION:
 
FUNDAMENTALISM (religion) : The tendency to reduce a religion to its most fundamental tenets, based on strict interpretation of core texts.
 
LITERALISM IS TAKING THE MEANING DIRECTLY FROM THE WORDS WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO ADD ONE'S OWN INTERPRETATION.
THIS WORKS GREAT IN SCIENCE - BUT IS IMPOSSIBLE IN RELIGION BECAUSE OF THE INSANE CLAIMS MADE IN SCRIPTURE 
(LIKE THE SUN STOPPING IN THE SKY AND TAKING A DAY-LONG NAP).
 
In addition, I've engaged in very little discussion of my theological views other than views on my adherence to utterly orthodox theological views on homosexuality
 
YOUR ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL VIEWS ON HOMOSEXUALITY ARE EXACTLY THE POINT OF THIS EXCHANGE.
 
that are shared by Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, Baptists, many Presbyterians, many Anglicans, many Episcopalians, many Lutherans, and even Orthodox Jews, and Muslims, the vast majority of whom are neither "literalists" nor "fundamentalists."
 
IF YOU CAN FIND SOMEONE WHO KNOWS WHERE TO FIND A BOOK ON LOGIC
(I UNDERSTAND HOW DIFFICULT THAT MAY BE IN YOUR CIRCLE OF FRIENDS)
SEE IF YOU CAN GET THEM TO LOOK UP "APPEAL TO MAJORITY."
 
IT IS A LOGICAL FALLACY THAT OCCURS WHEN ONE ATTEMPTS TO SUPPORT A BANKRUPT ARGUMENT BY CLAIMING THAT THE MERE FACT THAT MOST PEOPLE BELIEVE IT, MAKES IT TRUE.  GALILEO PRETTY MUCH PROVED HOW WRONG THAT IDEA WAS.  BUT 400 YEARS LATER AND YOU ARE STILL USING THAT KIND OF THINKING TO SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENTS.  HOW UTTERLY PATHETIC.
 
WHAT YOU DIDN'T SAY WAS THAT MANY ROMAN CATHOLICS, EASTERN ORTHODOX, GREEK ORTHODOX, BAPTISTS, PRESBYTERIANS, ANGLICANS, EPISCOPALIANS, LUTHERANS, AND EVEN ORTHODOX JEWS, AND MUSLIMS ... DON'T SHARE YOUR HATE.
 
THEY BELIEVE IN A JESUS OR ALLAH WHO LOVES EVERYONE, WHO FORGIVES EVERYONE, WHO DOESN'T TELL HIS FOLLOWERS TO BE JUDGMENTAL ASSHOLES LOOKING DOWN THEIR PRIM LITTLE CHRISTIAN NOSES AT, HOW DO YOU LOVING DISCIPLES OF CHRIST REFER TO GAYS, OH YEAH - "ABOMINATIONS."
 
BEFORE YOU ASK ME IF I UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THE WORD ABOMINATION, HERE'S THE DEFINITION:
 
"THE FEELING OF EXTREME DISGUST AND HATRED; ABHORRENCE; DETESTATION; LOATHING."
 
SO BY THE WORDS USED IN YOUR OWN SCRIPTURES - YOU ARE SCREWED.  YOU CAN REDEFINE WORDS ALL DAY LONG, BUT UNFORTUNATELY FOR YOU, MILLIONS OF BIBLES ARE FLOATING AROUND CALLING GAYS "ABOMINATIONS."  SO UNLESS YOU WANT TO CLAIM THAT GOD IS WRONG ABOUT GAYS, THEN IT IS CLEAR THAT YOUR HATRED FOR THESE PEOPLE IS BASED ON YOUR ON OWN INERRANT, HOLY SCRIPTURES.
 
SO STOP TRYING TO COVER UP YOUR HATRED BY CLAIMING YOU LOVE THEM, WHEN EVERY ACTION YOUR HATE-FILLED ORGANIZATION TAKES PROVES OTHERWISE.
 
You responded to my assertion that moral disapproval of behavior does not constitute hatred of persons by introducing one moral claim (i.e. murder is wrong) as evidence that moral disapproval of behavior should translate into hatred of persons. Even that extreme example is arguable,
 
YOU JUST GAVE A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF HOW SICK YOU PEOPLE REALLY ARE:
YOU FIND HOMOSEXUALS WHO HURT NO ONE, DISGUSTING ABOMINATIONS; BUT
YOU FIND HATRED OF MURDERERS ... ARGUABLE.
 
WITH REASONING SKILLS THAT FEEBLE, WHY EVEN HAVE A BRAIN?
 
WHY NOT JUST DONATE IT TO SCIENCE AND ENJOY THE BREEZE?
 
but the more important issue is you ignored a whole universe of moral claims, such as that polyamory is immoral,
 
POLYAMORY IS IMMORAL - BUT MURDER IS "ARGUABLE"
 
KEEP GOING.  I CAN'T WAIT TO SEE WHAT COMES OUT OF YOUR MOUTH NEXT.
 
or selfishness is immoral.
 
ANOTHER DEFINITION:
SELFISHNESS: THE QUALITY OF BEING SELFISH; 
THE CONDITION OF HABITUALLY PUTTING ONE'S OWN INTERESTS BEFORE THOSE OF OTHERS.
 
THERE ARE MILLIONS OF HETEROSEXUALS LIKE HEMANT MEHTA, MYSELF, AND OTHERS WHO PUT THE RIGHTS OF GAYS BEFORE OUR OWN PERSONAL BELIEFS.  SELFISHNESS SEEMS MORE APPROPRIATE TO YOUR ORGANIZATION WHICH PUTS ITS BELIEFS ABOVE THE RIGHTS OF THOSE WITH WHOM YOU DISAGREE.
 
MAYBE AT YOUR NEXT MEETING YOU COULD SUGGEST A MORE ACCURATE NAME FOR YOUR GROUP.
INSTEAD OF THE I.F.I., TRY SOMETHING LIKE THE I.F.I.B.
(THE ILLINOIS FAMILY INSTITUE OF BIGOTRY).
 
HEY THAT NAME WOULD GO GREAT WITH "AMERICANS FOR TRUTH" - WHICH IS ANOTHER OF THE GREAT MISNOMERS OF OUR AGE.
 
No one ever charges those who assert that polyamory is immoral with hating polyamorists.
 
HERE IN MODERN AMERICA, WE HAVE REPLACED YOUR BIBLICAL LAWS WITH MODERN CIVIL LAWS:
 
WE HAVE TAKEN AWAY YOUR SLAVES (BY FORCE).
WE HAVE STOPPED YOU FROM BURNING WITCHES AT THE STAKE.
WE HAVE STOPPED YOU FROM STONING TO DEATH MISDEMEANANTS.
WE HAVE REMOVED YOUR LAWS AGAINST VIOLATING THE SABBATH AND MAKING GRAVEN IMAGES.
WE HAVE REMOVED YOUR COMMANDMENT NOT TO WORSHIP OTHER GODS BY CREATING A NATION THAT ALLOWS FREEDOM OF RELIGION.
 
BUT WHILE GOD APPROVED ALL THE THINGS I JUST LISTED, YOUR BIG CONCERN IS ... POLYAMORY?
 
NO WONDER YOU PEOPLE HOPE THE RAPTURE IS NEAR.  OUR MODERN WORLD MUST BE A HELL ON EARTH FOR YOU GUYS.
 
THE SAD THING IS THAT YOU CAN'T EVEN SEE JUST HOW SICK YOU PEOPLE ARE.  YOU ARE SO TERRIFIED BY THE THREATS IN THE BIBLE THAT YOUR BRAINS HAVE BEEN PARALYZED WITH FEAR AND ARE INCAPABLE OF REASONING.
 
What I did appreciate was your honesty in admitting that you hold a "superior attitude" and that you would likely hate me if you knew me better.
 
YOUR SARCASM FAILS TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE FACT THAT MY ATTITUDE IS NO MORE SUPERIOR THAN YOURS.
THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT I BACK MINE UP WITH FACTS - YOU BACK YOURS UP WITH ANCIENT HOLY SCRIPTURES (WHICH TO YOU, ARE FACTS).
 
THERE ARE PLENTY OF PEOPLE IN THIS WORLD TRULY WORTHY OF HATE.  SINCE I DON'T NEED TO ADD ANOTHER, 
I HOPE (AS FERVENTLY AS YOU DO) THAT I NEVER HAVE THE MISFORTUNE OF "KNOWING YOU BETTER."
 
I find that many who hold your views are ceaselessly hypocritical and disingenuous about their intolerance, self-righteousness, and hatred all the while chastising others for those qualities.
 
ONCE AGAIN, YOU ARE PROJECTING YOUR OWN FAULTS ONTO OTHERS.
 
SINCE YOU CANNOT DEFEND YOURSELF AGAINST THE ACCUSATIONS OF INTOLERANCE, SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS, HYPOCRISY, AND HATRED,
BECAUSE THEY ARE TRUE,
YOUR ONLY ALTERNATIVE IS TO "THROW THE ACCUSATION BACK" AT OTHERS IN THE HOPE THAT IT WILL DISTRACT THEM FROM SEEING THE TRUTH.  UNFORTUNATELY YOUR TACTIC WORKS VERY WELL ON OTHER IRRATIONALS.
 
BUT IT FAILS COMPLETELY WITH PEOPLE TRAINED IN CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS WHO CAN SEE EXACTLY WHAT YOU ARE DOING AND ... WHY YOU ARE DOING IT.
 
Despite your presumptuousness in asserting you know my heart and your inventiveness in redefining hate, I do not feel hate or act in hateful ways.
 
I HOPE I AM NEVER ABLE TO UNDERSTAND HOW SUCH HATE-FILLED MINDS CAN JUSTIFY TREATING OTHER HUMANS THE WAY YOU PEOPLE DO BASED ON YOUR BELIEF IN THE ANCIENT RAMBLINGS OF A BUNCH OF MIDDLE EASTERN GOAT HERDERS.
 
REDEFINING?  YOU ARE THE ONE WHO CALLS HATE, "LOVE."
 
YOU COULDN'T POSSIBLY BE AS IGNORANT AS YOU ARE PRETENDING TO BE.  THE ONLY POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR WHY YOU ACCUSE ME OF WHAT YOU ARE GUILTY OF, IS THAT YOU CANNOT DEFEND YOUR POSITION BECAUSE THE ACCUSATION OF REDEFINING WORDS IS TRUE, SO YOUR ONLY OPTION IS DISTRACTION, BY THROWING THE ACCUSATION BACK.
 
LIKE I SAID EARLIER, THAT TACTIC ONLY WORKS ON FEEBLES.
 
I wish you all that's good and true and beautiful.
 
YET ANOTHER LIE.  YOU COULDN'T BE HONEST IF YOUR LIFE DEPENDED ON IT.
 
BUT THEN, IF YOU WERE AN HONEST CHRISTIAN, YOU WOULDN'T BE A MEMBER OF A HATEMONGERING ORGANIZATION.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie
 
Director of the Division of School Advocacy
Illinois Family Institute

neo
 
(still - just a guy)
 
MAKE SURE YOU REPLY TODAY OR MONDAY - YOU KNOW WHAT GOD SAID SHOULD BE DONE TO THOSE WHO WORK ON THE SABBATH; UNLESS THE JEWS ARE RIGHT AND TODAY IS THE SABBATH, IN WHICH CASE YOU ARE BREAKING ONE OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS SINCE YOU ARE WRITING IN YOUR CAPACITY AS "DIRECTOR," AS INDICATED ABOVE.
 
NO PROBLEM.  YOU CAN JUST REDEFINE THE WORD "WORK" AND JESUS WILL NEVER KNOW.

*************************************************************
LAURIE RESPONDS AGAIN

Neo,
 
I have to leave very shortly, so I don't have time to respond to all your logical errors, but I have time for a couple.
 
GHOST-WORSHIPPERS ACCUSING RATIONALISTS OF COMMITTING LOGICAL ERRORS
IS LIKE BEING ACCUSED OF ANIMAL CRUELTY ... BY MICHAEL VICK.
 
EVERY RELIGIOUS BELIEF THAT YOU HOLD DEFIES LOGIC: 
FROM THE INSTANTANEOUS CREATION OF HUMANS OUT OF MAGIC MUD
TO THE RESURRECTION OF A JEWISH CARPENTER AFTER 3 DAYS OF DECOMPOSITION.
 
FOR YOU TO ATTEMPT TO LECTURE ANYONE ON LOGIC WOULD MAKE ABOUT AS MUCH SENSE AS OPRAH WINFREY TRYING TO EXPLAIN BRAIN SURGERY TO A NEUROSURGEON.
 
First, I did not commit the logical fallacy of "appeal to the majority" because I wasn't making an argument about the correctness of my position.
 
WELL, YOU MAY BE RIGHT BECAUSE THERE IS NO "CORRECTNESS" TO YOUR POSITION.  HATRED OF GAY PEOPLE IS INCORRECT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.

BUT HATRED OF THEM BASED ON THE WRITINGS OF IGNORANT, ANCIENT SHEPHERDS 
WHOSE IDEA OF MORAL INTEGRITY INCLUDED SLAVERY AND GENOCIDE IS NOT ONLY ILLOGICAL, BUT EVEN MORE IGNORANT THAN THE SIMPLETONS WHO WROTE THAT TRASH.

AND JUST BECAUSE YOU BELIEVE THEM BECAUSE THEY CLAIMED  THAT AN INVISIBLE GHOST WAS TELLING THEM WHAT TO WRITE DOWN DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT IS TRUE - IT ONLY MEANS THAT YOU BELIEVE  IT IS TRUE.

I was stating a fact to support my assertion that my beliefs are the same as these other faith traditions, most of which are never described as fundamentalist.
 
BUT WHAT YOU LEFT OUT WHEN YOU STATED THAT "FACT" WAS THAT NOT EVERYONE IN THOSE FAITH TRADITIONS SHARE YOUR HATE AND BIGOTRY.  IT IS NOT THE FAITHS THEMSELVES THAT ARE DESCRIBED AS FUNDAMENTALIST, IT IS CERTAIN SECTS WITHIN EACH FAITH THAT CAN BE DESCRIBED AS FUNDAMENTALIST.  THIS SHOULD NOT BE A NEW CONCEPT TO YOU SINCE YOU ARE A MEMBER OF ONE OF THOSE FUNDAMENTALIST SECTS.

MODERN PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANS DO NOT SPREAD HATE NOR DO THEY ATTACK THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS BECAUSE THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT SEXUAL LIFESTYLE.  MAYBE YOU NEED TO REREAD THE NEW TESTAMENT AND PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE PARTS SHOWN IN RED FONT.

THE CHRISTIANITY PRACTICED BY MODERN CHRISTIANS WHO FOLLOW THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS DOESN'T EVEN REMOTELY RESEMBLE THE HATRED EVIDENT IN  YOUR OLD TESTAMENT STYLE OF CHRISTIANITY.
 
AN ATHEIST HAVING TO EXPLAIN HOW TO BE A CHRISTIAN - TO A CHRISTIAN ... HOW EMBARRASSING IS THAT?
 
It's interesting that when I denied being either a fundamentalist or a literalist, you mocked me for my denial, then later in your email, you mocked me for not attempting denial.
 
I WAS TRYING TO BE POLITE:
I CALLED IT DENIAL  TO AVOID CALLING IT WHAT IT REALLY WAS - A LIE.
 
Finally, I wasn't making the argument that the immorality of murder is arguable.
I was suggesting that some would find your absolutist assertion that we should hate murderers to be an arguable assertion.
 
BUT YOU DON'T FIND THE HATRED OF GAY PEOPLE AN ARGUABLE ASSERTION.  IN FACT, YOUR ORGANIZATION, AND OTHERS LIKE THAT MISNAMED HATE GROUP "AMERICANS FOR TRUTH," DEVOTE THEMSELVES (TIME AND RESOURCES) TO SPREADING THAT HATE BY ATTACKING GAY PEOPLE AND EVEN WORKING ON WEEKENDS TRYING TO DENY RIGHTS TO THEM THAT YOU YOURSELVES ENJOY.

OBVIOUSLY, "ALL MEN WERE CREATED EQUAL" ONLY APPLIES TO THOSE YOU DECLARE TO BE EQUAL.

150 YEARS AGO, AMERICANS FORCED YOU TO RECOGNIZE AFRICANS AS EQUAL (AFTER A CIVIL WAR) AND NOW MILLIONS OF US, CHRISTIANS INCLUDED, ARE WORKING TO INCLUDE GAY PEOPLE AS EQUALS.

YOU LOST THE CIVIL WAR AND YOUR SLAVES - MAYBE YOU'LL HAVE BETTER LUCK THIS TIME?
 
YOU BELIEVE THE BIBLE GIVES YOU DIVINE APPROVAL TO STICK YOUR RUNNY LITTLE NASAL PASSAGES INTO OTHER PEOPLE'S SEX LIVES AND TELL THEM HOW, AND WITH WHOM THEY CAN MAKE LOVE.  IT'S NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS WHAT OTHER PEOPLE DO IN THE BEDROOM UNLESS SOMEONE IS BEING FORCED TO PARTICIPATE AGAINST THEIR WILL - AND EVEN THEN IT IS A CASE FOR THE POLICE, NOT YOU.

THAT IS WHY EVERYONE REFERS TO YOU FUNDAMENTALISTS AS THE AMERICAN TALIBAN.  MUSLIMS HAVE RELIGIOUS POLICE WHO TRAVEL FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE TO ENFORCE THE KORAN.  IF YOU GET THE "CHRISTIAN NATION" YOU SO DESPERATELY SEEK, THOSE "KNOCKS ON THE DOOR" WON'T BE FAR BEHIND.
 
WITH ALL THE PROBLEMS IN OUR WORLD LIKE STARVATION, NATURAL DISASTERS, AND WAR, YOUR GROUP HAS CONCLUDED THAT THE BEST WAY TO HELP SOCIETY IS BY DEVOTING ITSELF TO DICTATING SEXUAL BEHAVIOR TO PEOPLE BOTH INSIDE, AND OUTSIDE OF YOUR FAITH.

IF YOU DON'T WANT TO BE GAY - THEN STAY STRAIGHT; BUT YOU DON'T HAVE THE RIGHT TO TELL OTHERS THAT THEY MUST LIVE BY YOUR RULES; AT LEAST NOT YET, AND NOT IN AMERICA.
 
TRY VISITING A UNITARIAN OR HUMANIST CHURCH SOMETIME.  MANY OF THOSE PEOPLE ARE CHRISTIANS.  TRUE, MANY OF THEM WORSHIP AN INVISIBLE GHOST LIKE YOU DO - BUT AT LEAST HE IS NOT THE GROTESQUE, BRUTAL, MURDERING GHOST THAT YOU WORSHIP.  YOU KNOW, THE GUY WHO IS GOING TO TORTURE BILLIONS OF PEOPLE FOR ETERNITY - THAT GUY.
 
OKAY, SO MAYBE THAT WAS A BAD IDEA.  AS SOON AS YOU REALIZED THAT THEY DON'T HATE ANYONE, YOU WOULD LOSE ALL INTEREST IN GOING BACK.
 
I'm out the door, so take care.

OUT THE DOOR?

IF I GET MY WAY, EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU HATE-FILLED, FUNDAMENTALIST PIECES OF SELF-RIGHTEOUS CRAPHEADS WILL BE USHERED INTO EXTINCTION.

NO, I AM NOT TALKING ABOUT THE VIOLENCE WITH WHICH YOU HAVE SOLVED ALL OF YOUR PROBLEMS OVER THE PAST 2,000 YEARS.  I AM TALKING ABOUT CIVILIZING YOU PEOPLE INTO MODERN RELIGIOUS BELIEVERS WHO PRACTICE THE POSITIVE TEACHINGS OF JESUS.  WE'VE TAKEN AWAY YOUR SLAVES IN THE BIBLE BELT AND STOPPED YOU FROM BURNING PEOPLE AT THE STAKE, SO THERE HAS BEEN PROGRESS (WELL OKAY, YOU PEOPLE ARE STILL PULLING THAT CRAP IN AFRICA, SO THERE IS STILL A LOT OF WORK TO BE DONE AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN VIOLENCE AND HATE THAT IS SO RAMPANT ON OUR PLANET - BUT WE ARE WORKING ON IT).

BIBLICALLY-JUSTIFIED CHRISTIAN "LOVE" IN THE 21ST CENTURY CAUGHT ON TAPE:

(http://friendlyatheist.com/2009/04/19/burned-at-the-stake-after-being-accused-of-witchcraft/)

THEY ARE USING YOUR BIBLE TO JUSTIFY THESE HORRIBLE CRIMES.  CRIMES THAT WERE ONLY RECENTLY COMMITTED IN EUROPE AND HERE IN THE UNITED STATES UNTIL ONLY A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AGO (NOT ANCIENT HISTORY - RECENT HISTORY).

WHILE YOU'RE ON THE INTERNET, GOOGLE "AFRICA WITCH CHILDREN" AND YOU WILL SEE MORE VIDEO OF CHRISTIAN LOVE.  THESE ARE NOT HINDU PROBLEMS, NOR BUDDHIST, NOR ATHEIST: THESE ARE YOUR PROBLEMS.  INSTEAD OF SPENDING YOUR WEEKENDS FOCUSING ON HOW TO DENY GAY PEOPLE THE RIGHTS ENJOYED BY ALL OTHER AMERICANS, WHY DON'T YOU PULL YOURSELF OUT OF THAT PIT OF HATE FOR JUST A FEW HOURS AND BRAINSTORM ABOUT ACTUALLY DOING SOMETHING WORTHWHILE IN THIS BRUTAL WORLD - A WORLD MADE INFINITELY MORE BRUTAL BY THE VIOLENT, INHUMAN, SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS OF FUNDAMENTALISTS.

Laurie
 
Director of the Division of School Advocacy
Illinois Family Institute

HOPE YOU HAD A NICE WEEKEND.
 
neo.
*************************************************************************
NOW THEY CALL IN THE "BIG GUN" - KATHY VALENTE, THE DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS


I’m aware that Laurie has sent you a reply. 

You can't take the Old Testament and leave out the New Testament, and visa versa.

I NEVER SAID THAT YOU COULD.

Romans 1:18-32 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 are very clear that homosexuality is sin

SEE SCRIPTURE COMMENTS BELOW.

They are both in the New Testament.

THANKS.

THAT SAVED ME HOURS OF TIME.

The Bible’s message is consistent.

SEE SCRIPTURE COMMENTS BELOW.

Romans 1:18-32
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.

IF GOD MADE IT PLAIN TO MEN, WHY ARE THERE HUNDREDS OF DIFFERENT CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS?  SHOULDN'T THERE BE JUST ONE?

MAYBE IT'S NOT AS PLAIN AS YOU THINK IT IS.

For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE THE AMERICAN INDIANS HAD A PRETTY GOOD EXCUSE.

IF IT IS SO CLEARLY SEEN, WHY DO ALMOST A BILLION HINDUS CLEARLY SEE THOUSANDS OF GODS, BUT AMONG ALL OF THEM, NOT YOUR GOD? THEY INCLUDED EVERY POSSIBLE GOD THEY COULD THINK OF: THEY EVEN HAVE ONE WITH AN ELEPHANT HEAD - AND THEY STILL MISSED YOURS.

IF IT IS SO CLEARLY SEEN, WHY DO OVER A BILLION MUSLIMS SEE ALLAH INSTEAD OF YOUR GOD? I KNOW THEY CAN'T BE THE SAME GUY BECAUSE DURING THE CRUSADES THEY FOUGHT ON OPPOSITE SIDES.

BY THE WAY, ACCORDING TO THE SECOND LAW OF THERMODYNAMICS - THERE IS NO "ETERNAL POWER."
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools
WHILE YOU WERE CHERRY-PICKING THESE VERSES TO PROVIDE DIVINE SUPPORT FOR YOUR HATRED OF HOMOSEXUALS, YOU SHOULD HAVE REALIZED THAT PAUL'S ACCUSATION, "THEY BECAME FOOLS" MADE HIM A CANDIDATE FOR THE "BIG BARBECUE" HIMSELF BY VIOLATING MATTHEW 5:22.
AS FOR WHICH OF THOSE VERSES SHOULD TAKE PRECEDENCE: YOURS CAME FROM PAUL - THE OTHER IS IN "RED" FONT.
HINT: I WOULD GO WITH THE RED.
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.
HERE, PAUL IS REFERRING TO PAGANS AND HEATHENS (THEY, LIKE YOU, ALSO WORSHIPPED INVISIBLE GHOSTS REPRESENTED BY STATUES, ETC.).
SO FAR, GOD SEEMS OKAY WITH NONBELIEVERS.
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.
I HOPE YOU'RE NOT HANGING YOUR ANTI-HOMOSEXUAL HOPES ON THAT VERSE: IT COULDN'T BE ANY VAGUER. IT COULD SIMPLY REFER TO UNMARRIED SEX (WHICH CHRISTIANS ENGAGE IN JUST AS OFTEN AS EVERYONE ELSE - BUT BECAUSE OF ALL THEIR GUILT-RIDDEN HANGUPS, THEY JUST AREN'T AS GOOD AT IT).
They exchanged the truth of God for a lie,
IF YOU INTERCHANGE THE WORDS "TRUTH" AND "LIE" ... I'LL SIGN.
and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
WELL, YOU CAN'T BLAME THAT ONE ON ATHEISTS.  PAUL IS TALKING ABOUT RELIGIOUS BELIEVERS.
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.
LUST IS ONLY SHAMEFUL AFTER A PREMATURE EJACULATION; WHICH, BY THE WAY, CAN USUALLY BE FIXED WITH PRACTICE.
Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.
SO NOW DILDOES ARE OUT TOO?
AS A WOMAN, YOU ESPECIALLY SHOULD BE AWARE OF THEIR VALUE IN CASES LIKE THE ONE MENTIONED IN THE PREVIOUS COMMENT.
In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.
PAUL IS THE MOST FAMOUS MISOGYNIST IN ALL OF RELIGION.  I'VE GOT FIFTY BUCKS AND AN ORIGINAL 1940'S SLINKY TOY THAT SAYS PAUL WAS SO GAY THEY HAD TO BURY HIS ASHES IN A FRUIT JAR.
Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
PAUL ... 2 WORDS: PROZAC & VIAGRA.
YOU'LL BE ALMOST NORMAL IN NO TIME.
Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.
SO, YOU PEOPLE HAVE TOLD US HOW MUCH "LOVE" YOU HAVE FOR GAYS, AND YET HERE IN YOUR OWN SCRIPTURES IS THE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT YOU REALLY BELIEVE SHOULD BE DONE TO THEM.
OUR MODERN LAWS (WHICH THANKFULLY, HAVE OVERRULED YOUR BARBARIC COMMANDMENTS AND RULES) ARE THE ONLY THING STANDING BETWEEN THESE PEOPLE AND A BURNING STAKE; OR IS IT A PILE OF STONES?  OR A BLOOD-STAINED SWORD?
IT'S ODD HOW GOD NEVER SAW GUNPOWDER COMING; OR FOR THAT MATTER, ANYTHING EXCEPT WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN KNOWN BY SOMEONE WRITING IN THE FIRST CENTURY.
ISN'T THAT JUST THE STRANGEST LITTLE COINCIDENCE?


1 Cor. 6:9-11

(SOME PEOPLE JUST DON'T KNOW WHEN TO QUIT).

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?

CONSIDERING THE PEOPLE THAT I WOULD FIND THERE ... I'LL PASS.

Do not be deceived:

THAT'S RICH COMING FROM A GUY (PAUL) WHO RAN AROUND TELLING EVERYONE THAT IF THEY DIDN'T BELIEVE HIM, THAT AN INVISIBLE GHOST WOULD TORTURE THEM FOREVER ... AFTER THEY DIED.

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

JUST CURIOUS:
WHY DID YOU REMOVE MASTURBATORS FROM THE LIST?
THE KING JAMES VERSION INCLUDES THEM BUT YOUR VERSION DOESN'T.
WHO WAS GIVEN THE POWER TO CHANGE GOD'S WORD AND WHY?

WHICH VERSION IS THE ONE THAT GOD INSPIRED?

DOES THIS NOW MEAN THAT CHOKING THE CHICKEN IS LEGAL?

WHAT ABOUT ALL THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN PUNISHED FOR MASTURBATING?
DO YOU JUST TELL THEIR DESCENDANTS, "SORRY ABOUT BASHING YOUR ANCESTOR'S BRAINS IN WITH ROCKS; IT WAS JUST A LITTLE MISUNDERSTANDING WITH SCRIPTURE BUT WE'VE GOT THAT ALL STRAIGHTENED OUT NOW."

And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

AND NOW THEY CAN BECOME EVEN BIGGER JERKS THAN THEY WERE BEFORE:

THEY CAN JOIN THE PRIESTHOOD AND MEET EXCITING, YOUNG BOYS WITH TIGHT, FIRM BUTTOCKS.

THEY CAN GO ON TOUR AS A TELEVANGELIST AND SWINDLE POOR, DESPERATE PEOPLE OUT OF WHAT LITTLE MONEY THEY HAVE SAVED UP IN RETURN FOR EMPTY PROMISES.

THEY CAN ROLL AROUND ON THE FLOOR AND PRETEND THEY ARE SPEAKING IN ALIEN DIALECTS AND HAVE EPILEPSY.

THEY CAN GO ON MISSIONS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES, TELL PEOPLE WHAT AWFUL SINNERS THEY ARE AND THAT THEY DESERVE TO FRY FOREVER IN HELL, AND THEN CONVINCE THOSE PEOPLE TO GIVE THEM 10% OF WHAT THEY MAKE EVERY WEEK; MONEY WHICH MOST OF THEM NEED TO FEED THEIR FAMILIES.

AND ...

THEY CAN JOIN ORGANIZATIONS TO SPREAD HATE, AND WORK TO DEPRIVE PEOPLE OF THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS (I DIDN'T WANT YOU TO THINK I FORGOT ABOUT YOU).

Kathy Valente
Director of Operations
 
Illinois Family Institute

YOU KNOW KATHY, THAT'S AN INTERESTING NAME YOUR ORGANIZATION HAS.
I TOO, HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO QUOTE A LITTLE SCRIPTURE NOW AND THEN.
LET'S SEE WHAT JESUS HAD TO SAY ABOUT "FAMILIES" IN HIS INSPIRED WORD:

MATTHEW 10:35-36
"For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.
And a man's foes shall be they of his own household."

SUCH AN INSPIRING ROLE MODEL FOR FAMILY COHESION, WOULDN'T YOU AGREE?
OF COURSE YOU WOULD.

YOU PEOPLE HAVE BEEN DEALING WITH THOSE EMBARRASSING VERSES FOR YEARS AND YOU HAVE A WHOLE SLEW OF RATIONALIZATIONS, EXCUSES, AND OUT-OF-CONTEXT DEFENSES JUST WAITING TO THROW BACK AT ANYONE WHO NOTICES THAT MAYBE JESUS WASN'T THE BEST EXAMPLE UPON WHICH TO BASE FAMILIAL RELATIONS.

BUT JESUS IS A BIG IMPROVEMENT OVER HIS DAD:

LEVITICUS 26:29
"And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat."

ISN'T THAT VERSE JUST THE MOST PRECIOUS THING?

EVEN JEFFREY DAHMER, THE INFAMOUS MILWAUKEE CANNIBAL, RESTRICTED HIS DIET TO STRANGERS.  EVEN HE DIDN'T STOOP TO THE BARBARIC, DISGUSTING MORALS PROMOTED BY THE GOD THAT YOU WORSHIP.

BUT I'M SURE WE HAVE A CLEVER LITTLE EXCUSE JUST WAITING TO EXPLAIN AWAY THE UNEXPLAINABLE, DON'T WE?

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;

AS LONG AS YOU CAN CONVINCE PEOPLE TO AVOID THINKING AT ALL COSTS, AS YOU HAVE JUST SAID ABOVE, AND JUST ACCEPT EVERYTHING YOU TELL THEM TO BELIEVE, YOU WILL CONTINUE TO CONTROL THE MASSES.

BUT YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THAT OVER THE CENTURIES, MORE PEOPLE ARE FINDING THE COURAGE TO THINK, AND THEY ARE LEANING ON THEIR OWN UNDERSTANDING.  THE WORD ATHEIST DIDN'T EVEN EXIST A FEW HUNDRED YEARS AGO (BECAUSE THERE WERE NONE).  NOW THERE ARE MILLIONS OF US; AND WE LIVE FREE OF THE FEAR OF YOUR INVISIBLE GHOST.

HIS DEATH THREATS ONLY WORK ON BELIEVERS.

in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6

I GET IT, "STRAIGHT" - YOU SNUCK IN ONE LAST JAB AT GAY PEOPLE.  YOU MUST SEE THEM IN YOUR SLEEP.  THEY DON'T BOTHER ME AT ALL.  IN FACT, I FIND YOU PEOPLE FAR MORE DETESTABLE THAN YOU FIND THEM.

I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT NEITHER OF THE QUOTATIONS YOU REFERRED TO CAME FROM JESUS, BUT FROM PAUL, THAT MISOGYNISTIC LITTLE PIECE OF MAGGOT PUS WHO BELONGED IN THE FETAL POSITION IN THE CORNER OF A PADDED ROOM.

AS A WOMAN, YOU SHOULD HAVE NO TROUBLE LOCATING LOTS OF WONDERFUL THINGS THAT PAUL HAD TO SAY ABOUT YOU.  I HOPE THAT WHEN YOU GO TO CHURCH YOU REMEMBER TO ... KEEP YOUR DAMN MOUTH SHUT (NOT MY WORDS - PAUL'S).

WHY ANY WOMAN WOULD QUOTE PAUL IS BEYOND COMPREHENSION.  I FEEL THE SAME CONFUSION WHEN TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW GAYS AND BLACKS CAN BE CHRISTIANS CONSIDERING WHAT IS IN THE BIBLE.  IT MUST BE THE HELL THING.

PERHAPS YOU CAN FIND A VERSION OF THE BIBLE THAT CONTAINS ONE WORD THAT JESUS HAD TO SAY ABOUT HOMOSEXUALS?

neo.

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

'BUTTERFLY EFFECT' IN THE BRAIN MAKES THE BRAIN INTRINSICALLY UNRELIABLE

NEXT TIME YOUR BRAIN PLAYS TRICKS ON YOU, YOU HAVE AN EXCUSE: ACCORDING TO NEW RESEARCH BY UCL SCIENTISTS PUBLISHED JUNE 30 IN THE JOURNAL NATURE, THE BRAIN IS INTRINSICALLY UNRELIABLE.

THIS MAY NOT SEEM SURPRISING TO MOST OF US, BUT IT HAS PUZZLED NEUROSCIENTISTS FOR DECADES. GIVEN THAT THE BRAIN IS THE MOST POWERFUL COMPUTING DEVICE KNOWN, HOW CAN IT PERFORM SO WELL EVEN THOUGH THE BEHAVIOUR OF ITS CIRCUITS IS VARIABLE?

A LONG-STANDING HYPOTHESIS IS THAT THE BRAIN'S CIRCUITRY ACTUALLY IS RELIABLE -- AND THE APPARENTLY HIGH VARIABILITY IS BECAUSE YOUR BRAIN IS ENGAGED IN MANY TASKS SIMULTANEOUSLY, WHICH AFFECT EACH OTHER.

IT IS THIS HYPOTHESIS THAT THE RESEARCHERS AT UCL TESTED DIRECTLY. THE TEAM -- A COLLABORATION BETWEEN EXPERIMENTALISTS AT THE WOLFSON INSTITUTE FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH AND A THEORIST, PETER LATHAM, AT THE GATSBY COMPUTATIONAL NEUROSCIENCE UNIT -- TOOK INSPIRATION FROM THE CELEBRATED BUTTERFLY EFFECT -- FROM THE FACT THAT THE FLAP OF A BUTTERFLY'S WINGS IN BRAZIL COULD SET OFF A TORNADO IN TEXAS. THEIR IDEA WAS TO INTRODUCE A SMALL PERTURBATION INTO THE BRAIN, THE NEURAL EQUIVALENT OF BUTTERFLY WINGS, AND ASK WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO THE ACTIVITY IN THE CIRCUIT. WOULD THE PERTURBATION GROW AND HAVE A KNOCK-ON EFFECT, THUS AFFECTING THE REST OF THE BRAIN, OR IMMEDIATELY DIE OUT?

IT TURNED OUT TO HAVE A HUGE KNOCK-ON EFFECT. THE PERTURBATION WAS A SINGLE EXTRA 'SPIKE', OR NERVE IMPULSE, INTRODUCED TO A SINGLE NEURON IN THE BRAIN OF A RAT. THAT SINGLE EXTRA SPIKE CAUSED ABOUT THIRTY NEW EXTRA SPIKES IN NEARBY NEURONS IN THE BRAIN, MOST OF WHICH CAUSED ANOTHER THIRTY EXTRA SPIKES, AND SO ON. THIS MAY NOT SEEM LIKE MUCH, GIVEN THAT THE BRAIN PRODUCES MILLIONS OF SPIKES EVERY SECOND. HOWEVER, THE RESEARCHERS ESTIMATED THAT EVENTUALLY, THAT ONE EXTRA SPIKE AFFECTED MILLIONS OF NEURONS IN THE BRAIN.

"THIS RESULT INDICATES THAT THE VARIABILITY WE SEE IN THE BRAIN MAY ACTUALLY BE DUE TO NOISE, AND REPRESENTS A FUNDAMENTAL FEATURE OF NORMAL BRAIN FUNCTION," SAID LEAD AUTHOR DR. MICKEY LONDON, OF THE WOLFSON INSTITUTE FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH, UCL.

THIS RAPID AMPLIFICATION OF SPIKES MEANS THAT THE BRAIN IS EXTREMELY 'NOISY' -- MUCH, MUCH NOISIER THAN COMPUTERS. NEVERTHELESS, THE BRAIN CAN PERFORM VERY COMPLICATED TASKS WITH ENORMOUS SPEED AND ACCURACY, FAR FASTER AND MORE ACCURATELY THAN THE MOST POWERFUL COMPUTER EVER BUILT (AND LIKELY TO BE BUILT IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE). THE UCL RESEARCHERS SUGGEST THAT FOR THE BRAIN TO PERFORM SO WELL IN THE FACE OF HIGH LEVELS OF NOISE, IT MUST BE USING A STRATEGY CALLED A RATE CODE. IN A RATE CODE, NEURONS CONSIDER THE ACTIVITY OF AN ENSEMBLE OF MANY NEURONS, AND IGNORE THE INDIVIDUAL VARIABILITY, OR NOISE, PRODUCED BY EACH OF THEM.

SO NOW WE KNOW THAT THE BRAIN IS TRULY NOISY, BUT WE STILL DON'T KNOW WHY. THE UCL RESEARCHERS SUGGEST THAT ONE POSSIBILITY IS THAT IT'S THE PRICE THE BRAIN PAYS FOR HIGH CONNECTIVITY AMONG NEURONS (EACH NEURON CONNECTS TO ABOUT 10,000 OTHERS, RESULTING IN OVER 8 MILLION KILOMETRES OF WIRING IN THE HUMAN BRAIN). PRESUMABLY, THAT HIGH CONNECTIVITY IS AT LEAST IN PART RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BRAIN'S COMPUTATIONAL POWER. HOWEVER, AS THE RESEARCH SHOWS, THE HIGHER THE CONNECTIVITY, THE NOISIER THE BRAIN. THEREFORE, WHILE NOISE MAY NOT BE A USEFUL FEATURE, IT IS AT LEAST A BY-PRODUCT OF A USEFUL FEATURE.

*************************************************************
ABROAD


MALDIVES: MAN ATTACKED, THREATENED WITH DEATH, FOR EXPRESSING FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE

(VIDEO OF THE INCIDENT:
http://www.atheistmedia.com/2010/06/maldivian-atheist-confronts-muslim.html).

IN THE MUSLIM NATION OF MALDIVES, A MAN STUNNED AN AUDIENCE DURING THE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS PERIOD IN A LECTURE GIVEN BY AN ISLAMIC CLERIC, BY STATING THAT HE HAD CHOSEN FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE NOT TO FOLLOW ISLAM.  THE MAN, MOHAMED NAZIM, WAS PROMPTLY ATTACKED, TAKEN INTO CUSTODY, AND HAS BEEN THREATENED WITH DEATH AND BEHEADING FOR CHOOSING HIS FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE.  MALDIVES MEDIA ARE REPORTING THAT IT IS THE FIRST TIME IN MANY HUNDREDS OF YEARS THAT A MALDIVIAN HAS PUBLICLY RENOUNCED ISLAM.

(MY COMMENT: I THINK WE CAN BE SURE THAT IT WILL PROBABLY BE ANOTHER FEW CENTURIES BEFORE ANYONE DARES TO TRY THIS AGAIN).

THE MALDIVES CONSTITUTION MANDATES THAT ALL CITIZENS OF MALDIVES MUST BE MUSLIMS.

(MY COMMENT: I WANT TO LIVE THERE! WHAT MORE COULD ANYONE POSSIBLY ASK FOR?).

A DECEMBER 2009 STUDY SHOWED THE MALDIVES (WITH A 99 PERCENT LITERACY RATE) TO BE IN THE TOP 5 PERCENT OF THE WORST NATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.

(MY COMMENT: TOP 5%?  WHO COULD POSSIBLY BE WORSE?).

IT IS A NATION THAT HAS BEEN BUILDING ITS CRIMINAL LAW BASED ON SHARIA LAW, AND WHOSE PARLIAMENT BANS NON-ISLAMIC HOUSES OF WORSHIP. THERE HAVE BEEN REPEATED REPORTS OF THE MALDIVES GOVERNMENT PUBLICLY WHIPPING WOMEN. THE MALDIVES IS IN THE BOTTOM RANKINGS OF NATIONS WITH A GLOBAL GENDER GAP.

THE MALDIVES IS ALSO A NATION THAT, ON MAY 13, 2010, WAS ELECTED TO BE PART OF THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.

THE HAVEERU NEWSPAPER REPORTED THAT MOHAMED NAZIM CAME UP TO ASK A QUESTION OF ISLAMIC CLERIC ZAKIR NAIK, STATING,
“I AM A MALDIVIAN. I AM STILL STRUGGLING TO BELIEVE IN RELIGION. THAT IS WHY I JUST CAME TO THE FRONT OF THIS ROW. I WAS BORN A MALDIVIAN. MY PARENTS TAUGHT ME THE RELIGION OF ISLAM. THEY ARE GOOD PRACTITIONERS, ACTUALLY. I READ A LOT OF BOOKS. I HAVE READ THE TRANSLATION OF QURAN. YET, I STILL DO NOT BELIEVE IN A RELIGION. SO WHAT DO YOU SAY, ABOUT MY VERDICT IN ISLAM?”

ISLAMIC CLERIC ZAKIR NAIK ASKED “ARE YOU A MUSLIM?”  AND MOHAMED NAZIM REPLIED “I AM NOT.”  ZAKIR NAIK  HAS A LONG HISTORY OF CALLING FOR THE DEATH PENALTY FOR “APOSTATES” IN BOTH MUSLIM MAJORITY NATIONS AND OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD.

THE NEWSPAPER REPORTED THAT ZAKIR NAIK RESPONDED BY STATING: “ACCORDING TO PROPHETIC TRADITIONS, EVERY CHILD IS BORN AS A MUSLIM AND THAT A MUSLIM IS ONE WHO SUBMITS HIS/HER WILL TO GOD. IN ISLAM, THE DEATH PENALTY SHOULD NOT NECESSARILY BE EVOKED ON EVERY PERSON WHO LEAVES ISLAM, BUT TO THOSE WHO PROPAGATE THE NON-ISLAMIC FAITH AND SPEAK AGAINST ISLAM.”

THE NEWSPAPER REPORT STATES THAT HIS QUESTION “SPARKED COMMENTS OF HATRED FROM AN ANGRY CROWD OF AROUND 11,000 WITH MANY CALLING TO KILL HIM AND ATTACK HIM, WHILE NAIK WAS ANSWERING THE QUESTION. SEVERAL PEOPLE RUSHED TOWARDS NAZIM, WHO WAS SITTING AT A BACK ROW AFTER MOVING AWAY FROM THE MICROPHONE. POLICE, HOWEVER, CAME BETWEEN NAZIM AND THE CROWD AND ESCORTED HIM INTO CUSTODY.”   THE NEWSPAPER REPORT ALSO STATED THAT A CROWED GATHERED OUTSIDE THE POLICE STATION AND DEMANDED THAT MOHAMED NAZIM BE HANDED OVER TO THE CROWD.  THE NEWSPAPER REPORT STATED THAT “THEY SHOUTED ANTI-ATHEISM SLOGANS AND CALLED FOR NAZIM’S BEHEADING.”

(MY COMMENT: TO CALL THESE SUBHUMANS "ANIMALS" WOULD BE TO INSULT ANIMALS. THESE ZOMBIES ARE FAR LOWER ON THE TREE OF LIFE THAN ANIMALS.  EVEN AMOEBAS WOULD HAVE TO LOOK DOWN TO FIND THESE CREATURES.

"CHANTING SLOGANS."  ISN'T THAT ALWAYS THE SUREST WAY TO SPOT IDIOTS?

HE DIDN'T CRITICIZE ISLAM; HE SIMPLY SAID HE WASN'T CONVINCED FROM HIS READING, THAT IT WAS TRUE.  AND FOR THAT, THESE SUBHUMANS DETERMINED THAT THAT WAS ENOUGH REASON TO REMOVE HIS HEAD.  THIS IS WHAT THEIR RELIGION HAS DONE TO THEM: IT HAS TURNED THEM INTO BLOOD-THIRSTY, BRAIN-DEAD ZOMBIES DEMANDING TO CUT OFF A MAN'S HEAD.

NO THIS WASN'T A STORY FROM A THOUSAND YEARS AGO - IT WAS THIS YEAR.

IMAGINE YOURSELF IN NEW YORK.  IMAGINE YOURSELF AT A STADIUM REVIVAL QUESTIONING WHETHER OR NOT CHRISTIANITY WAS TRUE.  THEN IMAGINE HAVING PEOPLE SURROUND YOU AND DEMAND YOU BE KILLED BY BEHEADING.  FOR THIS MAN IN THE MALDIVES, HE DIDN'T HAVE TO IMAGINE - THAT WAS REALITY).

IN A SEPARATE REPORT, THE NEWSPAPER STATED THAT MALDIVES ISLAMIC MINISTRY WOULD ARRANGE FOR RELIGIOUS “COUNSELING” FOR MOHAMED NAZIM WHILE HE IS IN CUSTODY.

ANOTHER REPORT BY THE NEWSPAPER STATED THAT MOHAMED IBRAHIM WAHEED, A DEFENSE LAWYER SAID NAZIM MUST FIRST BE COUNSELED GIVING HIM THE CHANCE TO REPENT BEFORE CONSIDERING CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. ‘FIRST, HE SHOULD BE COUNSELED. IF HE DOES NOT TAKE THE ADVICE AND REPENT, THE PENALTY STATED IN SHARI’A SHOULD BE EVOKED ON HIM.

(MY COMMENT: THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING ELSE YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SHARIA LAW.  IF THIS STORY ISN'T CLEAR ENOUGH FOR YOU, THEN NOTHING IS.

YOU MIGHT AS WELL GO SLEEP IN CASKETS WITH THE REST OF THE ZOMBIES).

ACCORDING TO SHARI’A, THE PUNISHMENT FOR APOSTASY IS DEATH,’ HE SAID.  WAHEED FURTHER ARGUED THAT NAZIM COULD BE CHARGED UNDER THE RELIGIOUS UNITY ACT, FOR DISRUPTING THE RELIGIOUS UNITY OF THE COUNTRY.

THE MALDIVES NEWSPAPER MINIVAN NEWS REPORTS THAT A MALDIVES ISLAMIC GROUP “THE ISLAMIC FOUNDATION" HAS CALLED FOR SELF-DECLARED APOSTATE MOHAMED NAZIM TO BE STRIPPED OF HIS CITIZENSHIP AND SENTENCED TO DEATH IF HE DOES NOT REPENT AND RETURN TO ISLAM.

(MY COMMENT: THIS IS WHAT SHARIA LAW IS OFFERING YOU. YOU MUST DECIDE IF YOU WILL SUBMIT OR FIGHT; AND YOU WILL HAVE TO DECIDE, AS ISLAM IS SPREADING FASTER THAN ANY OTHER RELIGION IN THE WORLD.

THIS STORY MAKES IT PRETTY CLEAR WHAT THE SECRET OF THEIR SUCCESS IS).

ACCORDING TO THE CONSTITUTION OF MALDIVES, “THE JUDGES ARE INDEPENDENT, AND SUBJECT ONLY TO THE CONSTITUTION AND THE LAW.

(MY COMMENT: SOMEHOW, AFTER READING THIS STORY, I HAVE A HARD TIME BELIEVING THAT THEY ARE INDEPENDENT).

THE SPEAKER AT THE MALDIVES EVENT THAT MOHAMED NAZIM ATTENDED, ZAKIR NAIK, HAS A LONG HISTORY OF CALLING FOR VIOLENCE AGAINST THOSE WHO CHOOSE THEIR UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHT OF FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE TO LEAVE ISLAM.   RELIGIOUS SUPREMACIST ZAKIR NAIK HAS REPEATEDLY CALLED FOR DENYING HUMAN BEINGS THEIR UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS OF FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, CALLING THOSE WHO LEAVE ISLAM AS “TRAITORS.”  THE LONDON TIMES HAS QUOTED ZAKIR NAIK AS STATING THAT “PEOPLE WHO CHANGE THEIR RELIGION SHOULD FACE THE DEATH PENALTY.”

(MY COMMENT: IN A RATIONAL WORLD, THIS MAN ZAKIR, WOULD BE GETTING THE PSYCHIATRIC COUNSELING HE SO DESPERATELY NEEDS.

BUT A RATIONAL WORLD IS ABOUT AS CLOSE TO EARTH AS THE NEAREST STAR - AND THAT IS LIGHT YEARS AWAY).

IN A WIDELY BROADCAST VIDEO, ZAKIR NAIK HAS CALLED FOR THE DEATH PENALTY FOR THOSE WHO LEAVE ISLAM AND PROMOTE ANOTHER RELIGION AS “APOSTATES.”  IN THE BROADCAST, ZAKIR NAIK STATES “IF A MUSLIM BECOMES A NON-MUSLIM AND PROPAGATES HIS/HER NEW RELIGION, THEN IT IS AS GOOD AS TREASON.  THERE IS A ‘DEATH PENALTY’ IN ISLAM FOR SUCH A PERSON.  IN MANY COUNTRIES, THE PUNISHMENT FOR TREASON IS ALSO DEATH. IF AN ARMY GENERAL DISCLOSES HIS ARMY’S SECRETS TO ANOTHER COUNTRY, THEN THERE IS A ‘DEATH PENALTY’ OR LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR SUCH A PERSON ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF MOST OF THE COUNTRIES.

(MY COMMENT: FINALLY, A TOUCH OF HONESTY.  ZAKIR IS EQUATING HIS VERSION OF ISLAM TO AN ARMY, WHICH IS FAR CLOSER TO THE TRUTH THAN WHAT THEY OFTEN TRY TO PORTRAY.

A SIMILAR SITUATION EXISTS HERE IN AMERICA, WHERE PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANS ARE NOTHING LIKE THE EVANGELICALS THAT PLAGUE OUR NATION LIKE A GIGANTIC NEST OF ROACHES).

IN THE BROADCAST, ZAKIR NAIK ALSO STATES THAT THE DEATH PENALTY FOR LEAVING ISLAM (”APOSTASY”) SHOULD ALSO APPLY TO “NON-MUSLIM COUNTRIES.”

(MY COMMENT: THAT'S BEAUTIFUL REASONING: HE NOT ONLY FEELS THAT THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO INFLICT BARBARIC, BRUTAL LAWS ON THEIR OWN PEOPLE - BUT ON EVERYONE ELSE AS WELL.

A MIND LIKE HIS COULD ONLY HAVE BEEN FISHED OUT OF A CESSPOOL).

ZAKIR NAIK ALSO CHALLENGES OTHER “ISLAMIC SCHOLARS” WHO BELIEVE IN THE DEATH PENALTY FOR “APOSTATES” TO EXTEND SUCH DEFIANCE OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM NOT JUST TO MUSLIM MAJORITY NATIONS, BUT TO THE ENTIRE WORLD.

ZAKIR NAIK STATES “IF THESE SCHOLARS ARE REALLY RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE THEN THEY MUST WELCOME THEIR OWN PRINCIPLE (OF DEATH FOR APOSTATES) IN THE NON-MUSLIM COUNTRIES AS WELL.”

(MY COMMENT: SO ZAKIR'S DEFINITION OF "RIGHTEOUS" INCLUDES ONLY THOSE PEOPLE WILLING TO CUT OFF THE HEADS OF ANYONE WHO REFUSES TO TREMBLE BEFORE THEIR INVISIBLE GHOST?  IN ANY COUNTRY?).

ZAKIR NAIK HAS ALSO REPORTEDLY STATED THAT WOMEN MUST COVER THEMSELVES, AND REJECT “REVEALING WESTERN DRESS,” OR THEY ARE “SUSCEPTIBLE TO RAPE.”

(MY COMMENT: WHAT ZAKIR REALLY MEANS IS THAT THEY DESERVE TO BE RAPED.  WHAT IS IT WITH RELIGIOUS ZEALOTS AND HONESTY: THEY TREAT IT AS THOUGH IT WERE KRYTONITE).

ZAKIR NAIK IS INFAMOUSLY KNOWN FOR HIS DEFENSE OF OSAMA BIN LADEN AND STATING THAT “EVERY MUSLIM SHOULD BE A TERRORIST.”

(MY COMMENT: WHAT HAPPENED TO THE RELIGION OF PEACE?  WHERE DID THAT RELIGION GO?  IT WAS HERE JUST A MOMENT AGO).

ZAKIR NAIK HAS RECENTLY BEEN GIVEN PERMISSION TO GIVE A TOUR AND SPEAK ON HIS INTERPRETATION OF ISLAM THROUGHOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM.

(MY COMMENT: KLU KLUX KLAN SPEAKERS HARBOR LESS HATE THAN THIS GUY.  BUT I AGREE THAT BOTH THE KLAN AND ZAKIR SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SPEAK. THAT IS THE BEST WAY FOR RATIONAL PEOPLE TO WAKE UP TO THE HORRORS AND EVIL THAT WALK AMONG US.

EVIL THAT ALWAYS SEEMS TO COME DRAPED IN EITHER THE FLAG OR RELIGION).

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

RICHARD FEYNMAN	(1918 –1988) 69 YEARS.

HE WAS AN AMERICAN PHYSICIST KNOWN FOR HIS WORK IN THE PATH INTEGRAL FORMULATION OF QUANTUM MECHANICS, THE THEORY OF QUANTUM ELECTRODYNAMICS AND THE PHYSICS OF THE SUPERFLUIDITY OF SUPERCOOLED LIQUID HELIUM, AS WELL AS IN PARTICLE PHYSICS (HE PROPOSED THE PARTON MODEL). FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF QUANTUM ELECTRODYNAMICS, FEYNMAN, JOINTLY WITH JULIAN SCHWINGER AND SIN-ITIRO TOMONAGA, RECEIVED THE NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS IN 1965. HE DEVELOPED A WIDELY USED PICTORIAL REPRESENTATION SCHEME FOR THE MATHEMATICAL EXPRESSIONS GOVERNING THE BEHAVIOR OF SUBATOMIC PARTICLES, WHICH LATER BECAME KNOWN AS FEYNMAN DIAGRAMS. DURING HIS LIFETIME, FEYNMAN BECAME ONE OF THE BEST-KNOWN SCIENTISTS IN THE WORLD.

HE ASSISTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ATOMIC BOMB AND WAS A MEMBER OF THE PANEL THAT INVESTIGATED THE SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER DISASTER. IN ADDITION TO HIS WORK IN THEORETICAL PHYSICS, FEYNMAN HAS BEEN CREDITED WITH PIONEERING THE FIELD OF QUANTUM COMPUTING, AND INTRODUCING THE CONCEPT OF NANOTECHNOLOGY.

HE WAS REGARDED AS AN ECCENTRIC AND FREE SPIRIT. HE STUDIED MAYA HIEROGLYPHS, WAS A PRANKSTER, JUGGLER, SAFECRACKER, BONGO PLAYER, AND A PROUD AMATEUR PAINTER.



"YOU SEE, I CAN LIVE WITH DOUBT, AND UNCERTAINTY, AND NOT KNOWING. I THINK IT'S MUCH MORE INTERESTING TO LIVE NOT KNOWING, 
THAN TO HAVE ANSWERS THAT MIGHT BE WRONG. I HAVE APPROXIMATE ANSWERS, AND POSSIBLE BELIEFS, AND DIFFERENT DEGREES OF CERTAINTY ABOUT DIFFERENT THINGS, BUT I'M NOT ABSOLUTELY SURE ABOUT ANYTHING, AND MANY THINGS I DON'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT, 
SUCH AS WHETHER IT MEANS ANYTHING TO ASK, "WHY ARE WE HERE?"... 
BUT I DON'T HAVE TO HAVE AN ANSWER; I DON'T FEEL FRIGHTENED BY NOT KNOWING THINGS."

"IF YOU THINK YOU UNDERSTAND QUANTUM THEORY ... YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND QUANTUM THEORY."

