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AFTER PUBLISHING MY BOOK "TEST OF FAITH" I SENT OUT EMAILS TO PEOPLE WHO I THOUGHT MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN READING IT. UNFORTUNATELY, NOT EVERYONE ON MY LIST AGREED WITH MY VIEWS. THE FOLLOWING EMAIL EXCHANGE RESULTED FROM THAT ADVERTISING.

FROM GARY AMIRAULT, "THE TENTMAKER":
So is this email a megaspam or did you pick me out with purpose?
 
GARY, I SELECTED NAMES BASED ON WHETHER I THOUGHT THEY WOULD HAVE AN INTEREST IN ANY OF THE SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN MY BOOK.
 
IN YOUR CASE, I BASED MY DECISION ON THE IMPRESSION I GOT FROM YOUR WEB SITE THAT YOU WERE NOT A BIBLICAL FUNDAMENTALIST BUT A PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN. IN MY BOOK, THE FUNDAMENTALISTS ARE PRETTY HARSH IN THEIR ATTACKS ON THEIR FELLOW CHRISTIANS.
AS A FORMER PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN MYSELF ... I COME TO THEIR DEFENSE.
 
I used to be a skeptic, an atheist, a pretty nasty one at that. But then the God I was certain did not exist, decided to show me how foolish I really was. Neo, I realize as an atheist you have to debunk what I am saying.
 
NOT TRUE GARY. I HAVE NO ISSUE WITH ANY RELIGIOUS BELIEVERS WHO ARE TOLERANT OF OTHERS. MY BATTLE IS SPECIFICALLY WITH FUNDAMENTALISTS (MAINLY CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM) WHO TRY TO FORCE THEIR BELIEFS ON OTHERS OR WHO USE THEIR BELIEFS AS A JUSTIFICATION TO HURT OTHERS.
 
You really have no other choice, but it's an arrogant foolish choice.
 
I DO HAVE A CHOICE GARY. I WAS A CHRISTIAN AND I CHOSE TO REJECT THE "EVIDENCE" OFFERED BY CHRISTIANITY AND ALL OTHER RELIGIONS.
YOU TOO HAD A CHOICE. YOU WERE AN ATHEIST AND CHOSE TO BELIEVE IN THE CHRISTIAN GOD. WHY DID YOU NOT CHOOSE THE MUSLIM GOD?

IF YOU HAD BEEN RAISED IN THE MIDDLE EAST ... YOU WOULD HAVE.
 
AS FOR YOUR CHILDISH INSULTS ABOUT ARROGANCE AND FOOLISHNESS,
YOU MIGHT WANT TO REREAD YOUR OWN BIBLE, SPECIFICALLY:
MATTHEW 5:22.
 
WHAT COULD POSSIBLY BE MORE HUMILIATING THAN HAVING AN ATHEIST QUOTE SCRIPTURE TO A BELIEVER?

True fundamentalists cause a lot of problems, so do atheists, look at communism as an example.

GARY, GARY, GARY. COMMUNISM IS A FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND AN ECONOMIC SYSTEM. IT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH RELIGION. THAT IS A COMMON STRAW MAN ARGUMENT USED BY IRRATIONAL THINKERS WHO HAVE NO EVIDENCE FOR ANYTHING THEY BELIEVE.

And despite your protests you are NOT a rationalist, far from it.

GARY, HOW COULD YOU POSSIBLY KNOW THAT?
YOU COULDN'T RECOGNIZE A RATIONALIST IF SHE WALKED UP AND KICKED YOU IN THE BALLS.

Science is beginning to prove we are ALLLLL, and that includes you, liars.

GARY, NOW YOU ARE DISPLAYING AN IGNORANCE THAT SHOWS THAT ANY MORE TIME I WASTE ON YOU IS JUST THAT ... A WASTE OF TIME.
 
MY BOOK CANNOT HELP YOU. YOU WILL LIVE OUT YOUR LIFE PRAYING TO INVISIBLE GHOSTS WHO THREATEN TO TORTURE YOU FOREVER IF YOU DON'T BELIEVE IN THEM. THERE IS NOTHING THAT CAN BE DONE FOR PEOPLE LIKE YOU. STAY ON YOUR KNEES, WORSHIP YOUR BLOODTHIRSTY, MURDERING, TORTURING GHOST AND THEN DIE AND GO TO HEAVEN.

neo.
*************************************************************
THE TENTMAKER'S REPLY.
HE QUOTES MY LAST EMAIL:
"You will live out your life praying to invisible ghosts
who threaten to torture you forever if you don't believe in them.
There is nothing that can be done for people like you.
Stay on your knees, worship your bloodthirsty, murdering, torturing ghost
and then die and go to heaven."

See, you proved the article. That you are FAR from “rational.”

GARY, I DIDN'T WASTE TIME READING YOUR ARTICLE.

AND BEING CALLED "FAR FROM RATIONAL" BY A GHOST WORSHIPPER
IS LIKE BEING CALLED "A MORON" BY PARIS HILTON.

I told you the God I met is the savior of all mankind.

GARY, MUSLIMS DELUDE THEMSELVES INTO BELIEVING THE SAME THING.
WHY SHOULD ANYBODY BELIEVE YOU?

IS YOUR HELL HOTTER THAN THEIRS?

There is no hell, there are no invisible ghosts who threaten to torture forever.

GARY, A CHRISTIAN WHO HASN'T READ HIS BIBLE - WHAT WILL THEY THINK OF NEXT?

Yet in your very irrational mind, you projected such hideous concepts upon me.

WRONG GARY.  IT WAS YOUR OWN SCRIPTURES THAT DID THAT.

Irrational, that’s what you are.
 
GARY, NAME-CALLING IS ALL YOU CHRISTIANS HAVE. 
YOUR GUNS ARE EMPTY. IT'S ALL YOU'VE GOT.
 
Why don’t you believe science, since you don’t believe me. Try it again….

GARY, ACTUALLY I DO BELIEVE IN SCIENCE WHICH IS WHY I DON'T BELIEVE IN YOUR ANCIENT BOOK OF FAIRY TALES. HOWEVER, YOUR FAIRY TALES ARE FAR GRIMMER THAN GRIMM'S FAIRY TALES. NO MONSTER EVER DESCRIBED IN ANY LITERATURE FROM ANY CULTURE ON EARTH CAN COMPARE TO THE EVIL GHOST THAT YOU, NOT ONLY BELIEVE IN, BUT ACTUALLY WORSHIP.

neo.
*************************************************************Take your responses to me to a psychologist. 

GARY, THAT'S ACTUALLY A PRETTY GOOD IDEA.
EVEN PSYCHOLOGISTS NEED CHEERING UP ONCE IN A WHILE.

See how “rational” your responses have been.

GARY, YOU BELIEVE IN MAGICAL GHOSTS, DEVILS WITH HORNS, AND ANGELS WITH WINGS AND HALOS ... AND ... YOU TALK TO THEM!

WHAT IN THE WORLD COULD YOU POSSIBLY KNOW ABOUT RATIONALITY? 
THERE SHOULD BE A LAW AGAINST PEOPLE LIKE YOU EVEN BEING ALLOWED TO USE THE WORD IN PUBLIC.

I argue against fundamentalists all the time.

GARY, I FIND IT KIND OF CREEPY THAT WE ACTUALLY AGREE ON SOMETHING. MAYBE I NEED TO REEVALUATE MY POSITION.

They are a piece of cake compared to you. You’re every bit as irrational as any fundamentalist/evangelical I’ve ever come against.

GARY, SINCE FUNDAMENTALISTS AND EVANGELICALS (LIKE YOURSELF) BELIEVE IN A MAKE-BELIEVE WORLD OF INVISIBLE GHOSTS, HOW IN YOUR DEVIOUS LITTLE MIND DO YOU CONCLUDE THAT SOMEONE WHO BASES THEIR BELIEFS ON REASON AND PROVABLE SCIENCE IS IRRATIONAL?

YOU REALLY NEED TO GO OUT AND BUY A DICTIONARY - BUT THAT WOULDN'T DO ANY GOOD WOULD IT? YOU ALREADY KNOW WHAT THE TERMS MEAN. SINCE YOU DON'T QUALIFY AS RATIONAL, YOUR ONLY DEFENSE IS TO ACCUSE OTHERS OF BEING IRRATIONAL AS A DISTRACTION FROM THE FACT, THAT "IRRATIONAL" PERFECTLY DESCRIBES YOUR CHILDISH BELIEFS IN YOUR LITTLE FAIRY WORLD.

Your “gatekeeper” is a liar. According to a study conducted by Dr. Drew Westen, it appears we have a gatekeeper at the door of our minds deciding what information we allow in and in what form it should appear.

GARY, A PERFECT DESCRIPTION OF YOUR OWN BELIEFS. YOUR BIBLE RESTRICTS WHAT INFORMATION YOU WILL ACCEPT. ANY SCIENCE WHICH CONTRADICTS YOUR BIBLE (WHICH INCLUDES JUST ABOUT ALL SCIENCE) 
MUST BE DISCARDED.

If the information does not line up to certain standards, we either don’t let it in or modify it until it conforms to what we already believe.

ONCE AGAIN GARY, I COULDN'T HAVE DESCRIBED CHRISTIANITY ANY BETTER THAN WESTEN JUST DID.

Truth and facts are not among those pieces of information that seem to hold much value to this Gatekeeper beneath our skull.

GARY, IT IS TRAGIC THAT YOU CAN READ THIS AND NOT EVEN SEE THAT IT DESCRIBES YOU PERFECTLY.

Our minds seem to be inclined to bend the truth in such a way as to make us feel more secure or to conform information to what we already believe or have been programmed or conditioned to believe by our families and societal institutions that mold our values.

GARY, THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A CLEARER DEFINITION OF CHRISTIANITY. 
I NOW SEE WHY YOU QUOTED THIS GUY ... HE'S GREAT!

The emotional driven parts of our brain striving for security seem to be more engaged during “rationalizing” sessions than the rational/logical parts.

GARY, IN YOUR CASE YOU CAN JUST OMIT THE ENDING ABOUT "RATIONAL AND LOGICAL PARTS" SINCE YOU DON'T POSSESS THAT MODULE.

After this process is repeated a number of times, our mind become “hard wired,” so to speak, to manipulate information to line up with the little castle of beliefs in our minds that makes us feel secure and comfortable.

GARY, THE FACT THAT YOU CAN BE SO BLIND TO THE FACT THAT HE IS DESCRIBING YOU PERFECTLY ILLUSTRATES JUST HOW DEVASTATING RELIGIOUS INDOCTRINATION IS TO MINDS THAT BASE THEIR BELIEFS ON BLIND FAITH RATHER THAN ON EVIDENCE.

For the sake of convenience and comfort, we become wired to believe the lie.

GARY, DUDE, HE IS TALKING ABOUT ... YOU!

Usually it takes something catastrophic in our lives to break down the walls of lies which have been built in our minds before the hard truth sees the light of day in our minds.

DON'T WORRY GARY.  YOUR BIBLICAL INDOCTRINATION HAS ENSURED THAT YOU ARE NOT AT RISK. THE RELIGIOUS MIND IS CAPABLE OF WITHSTANDING ALL SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE, LOGIC, AND REASON IN DEFENDING ITSELF AGAINST REALITY.

Dr. Drew Westen, director of clinical psychology at Emory University and a team of psychologists seem to have come up with some hard data proving the old adage, “Don’t confuse me with the facts, my mind is already made up.”

GARY, RATIONALISTS REFER TO THAT AS "CONFIRMATION BIAS."  
IT IS A HALLMARK OF RELIGIOUS THINKING.

RELIGIOUS THINKING. 
SORRY - I DIDN'T MEAN TO THROW AN OXYMORON IN THERE.
YOU'RE CONFUSED ENOUGH AS IT IS.

Our minds, based upon Weston’s research, are more wired to minimize stress and anxiety for us than being honest to ourselves, others and even our God.

GARY, WESTON WAS DOING SO WELL.  
HE RAN THE ENTIRE FIELD ... AND THEN FUMBLED AT THE ONE-YARD LINE. IN THE END, HE TURNED OUT TO BE JUST AS DELUDED AS THE REST OF YOU GHOST WORSHIPPERS.

HE TOO, FAILED TO REALIZE THAT HE WAS DESCRIBING ... HIMSELF.

neo
*************************************************************
GARY BEGINS BY QUOTING MY LAST EMAIL:
For the sake of convenience and comfort, we become wired to believe the lie.

"DUDE - HE MEANS ... YOU!"

Dude, He means ALL OF US, as in INCLUDING YOU.

GARY, THAT IS WHY LEARNING CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IS SO IMPORTANT. IT IS THE ONLY WAY TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM BELIEVING THINGS FOR WHICH THERE IS NO EVIDENCE.

YOU KNOW ... BELIEFS LIKE YOURS.

By the way, I’m not an evangelical. You see, you categorize people just like fundies.

GARY, EVERYONE CATEGORIZES EVERYONE ELSE.  IT'S CALLED "THINKING." 
THE TRICK IS TO CATEGORIZE CORRECTLY.

There are the innies and the outies, those saved and those not saved.

GARY, BELIEVING THAT YOU HAVE BEEN "SAVED" AND WILL SPEND AN ETERNITY IN FAIRYLAND WITH AN INVISIBLE GHOST DOESN'T MEAN THAT YOU ACTUALLY WILL - IT ONLY MEANS THAT YOU BELIEVE YOU WILL.

AND AFTER READING THE BIBLE, WHICH READS MORE LIKE A RAP SHEET 
OF MURDER, TORTURE, SLAVERY, AND RAPE ...
I THINK I WOULD PREFER THE ALTERNATIVE LOCATION.

And you have your own “innies” and “outies.”
Fundamentalist Atheists behave exactly like Fundamentalist religionists, 
whether they be Christian, Jewish or Moslem or whatever.

GARY, IT DOESN'T SURPRISE ME THAT YOU CAN'T EVEN TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THE REAL WORLD AND BASE THEIR BELIEFS ON PROVABLE SCIENTIFIC FACT, FROM PEOPLE WHO EXIST IN A DELUSIONAL FANTASY REALM, AND DON'T JUST BELIEVE IN, 
BUT ACTUALLY WORSHIP A BLOODTHIRSTY, MURDERING GHOST.

BY THE WAY, I'M NOT THE ONE WHO DETERMINED HE IS A BLOODTHIRSTY, MURDERING GHOST ... HIS OWN CONFESSIONS IN HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY DETERMINED THAT.

THE FACT THAT YOU MAKE EXCUSES FOR HIS MURDERS, RAPES, ANIMAL KILLINGS, AND OTHER CRIMES DOESN'T CHANGE THE FACT THAT HE ADMITTED TO THEM; IT ONLY MEANS THAT YOU ARE TOO TERRIFIED OF HIM TO CALL HIM OUT ON IT.

I’m working on a video dealing with faith and atheists.

GARY, THOSE TWO THINGS GO TOGETHER LIKE OIL AND WATER.

Can you tell me, in a short paragraph, what you use to determine truth in your life.

GARY, I ACCEPT AS TRUE, ONLY THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE PROVEN TO BE TRUE THROUGH THE APPLICATION OF THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD.

THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN PROVEN TO BE TRUE, MAY BE TRUE, BUT UNTIL EVIDENCE ARRIVES THAT SUPPORTS BELIEF IN THEM, 
I WITHHOLD BELIEF.

You can use quotes from your favorite skeptic site if you’d like.

THANKS GARY, BUT PREFER TO DO MY OWN THINKING.

I might even use it in the video. How do you determine “truth.”

GARY, I'M PROBABLY THE LAST PERSON YOU WOULD WANT TO HAVE IN YOUR VIDEO. HOWEVER, I DO WISH YOU LUCK IN YOUR VIDEO ENDEAVOR.

P.S. Find for me the shortest and best definition of “scientific method” please. Thanks, Gary

SEE GARY, THERE IS THE PROBLEM RIGHT THERE.

YEARS OF RELIGIOUS INDOCTRINATION HAS INSTILLED IN YOU A LAZINESS TO AVOID SEARCHING OUT ANSWERS FOR YOURSELF. YOU WANT OTHER PEOPLE TO DO YOUR THINKING FOR YOU. YOU WANT A MAGICAL BOOK OF FAIRY TALES TO TELL YOU HOW TO LIVE YOUR LIFE AND HOW TO THINK. YOU BELIEVE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS WRITTEN BY IGNORANT, ITINERANT DESERT NOMADS HAVE PROVIDED YOU WITH THE ANSWERS TO THE UNIVERSE.

THE DIFFERENCE IN THINKING BETWEEN RATIONALISTS (THAT WOULD BE ME) AND RELIGIOUS BELIEVERS (THAT WOULD BE YOU) IS AS GREAT AS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PEOPLE AND SNAILS ...
THEY DON'T DO MUCH THINKING EITHER.
*************************************************************
GARY BEGINS HIS EMAIL REPLY BY QUOTING ME:
"THOSE THINGS THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN PROVEN TO BE TRUE, MAY BE TRUE, BUT UNTIL EVIDENCE ARRIVES THAT SUPPORTS BELIEF IN THEM, I WITHHOLD BELIEF."

Hmmmm, sure seems like you’ve come to a LOT of conclusions on things that may be true yet you have rejected them.
 
GARY, YOU NEED TO REREAD MY ANSWER AND PAY CLOSER ATTENTION TO WHAT I SAID. I DID NOT SAY I REJECTED THINGS THAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE TRUE, I SAID I DO NOT TAKE A POSITION OF BELIEF ON THEM UNTIL SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE HAS BEEN PRODUCED TO JUSTIFY BELIEF IN THEM.
 
IRRATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS MINDS WORK IN EXACTLY THE OPPOSITE MANNER AS DO RATIONAL MINDS: THEY ACCEPT THINGS AS TRUE, DESPITE ANY EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT, THAT THEY ARE IN FACT, TRUE.

You know, the “man of the century” in his day believed our galaxy was the end of the universe.

GARY, SO WHAT?

SO DID EVERY OTHER SCIENTIST ON EARTH UNTIL HUBBLE DISCOVERED OTHER GALAXIES IN THE 1920'S BY USING THE "RED SHIFT."

My, my, how wrong he was, one of the so called brightest.

GARY, THAT WAS A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF HOW THE IRRATIONAL MIND FUNCTIONS ... OR TRIES TO.

PEOPLE, WHO ARE AMONG THE SO CALLED BRIGHTEST, MAKE JUST AS MANY MISTAKES AS THE REST OF US.  THE DIFFERENCE IS - THE BRIGHTEST MAKE UP FOR IT BY THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR CIVILIZATION.
 
And he was a moral degenerate, his son hated him, he constantly cheated on his wife, etc., etc.
 
GARY, YOU ARE ALSO DESCRIBING MANY OF THE CATHOLIC CLERGY AND HALF THE POLITICIANS.

WHAT HAS ANY OF THAT GOT TO DO WITH THE COST OF KUMQUATS IN CHINA?
 
That doesn’t fit into a “scientific method,”

GARY, THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD.

AFTER READING THAT LAST STATEMENT, I THINK YOU ARE GOING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION: WITH A MIND LIKE YOURS, RELIGION IS YOUR ONLY OPTION.

and it doesn’t make for  quality living.

GARY, ANOTHER NON SEQUITUR (look it up).

Honesty and many other qualities of life don’t fit science they fit heart.

GARY, RELIGIOUS PEOPLE ARE THE LAST PEOPLE ON EARTH WHO SHOULD BE TALKING ABOUT HONESTY. EVERY ARGUMENT THEY MAKE IS BUILT ON DECEPTION.

I WOULD SUGGEST AN INTRODUCTORY LOGIC BOOK, 
BUT WE BOTH KNOW, THAT IN YOUR CASE, IT WOULD BE A WASTE OF TIME.

NEO
*************************************************************
GARY'S EMAIL REPLY: 
So tell me, is super snipe sarcasm part of the neo-atheism movement?

I DON'T KNOW GARY.  I DON'T BELONG TO ANY MOVEMENTS.

It wasn’t that bad when I was an atheist. I wanted YOUR definition or YOUR understanding of an acceptable definition of the scientific method so you wouldn’t come back and accuse me of using a false definition.

GARY, IF YOU HAD ACCESS TO DICTIONARY, YOU WOULDN'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT FALSE DEFINITIONS.

I wasn’t being lazy, I was trying to be generous and “rational.”

GARY, YOU MAY SUCCEED AT BEING GENEROUS BUT I SEE NO HOPE FOR YOU EVER BECOMING RATIONAL. SINCE YOU SEEM TO BE A DECENT GUY, LET ME GIVE YOU SOME ADVICE. WHETHER YOU CHOOSE TO ACCEPT OR DISCARD IT IS YOUR CHOICE:

NOTICE HOW I RESPOND TO YOUR EMAILS AFTER MANY HOURS OR EVEN DAYS OF CAREFUL THOUGHT?  I DIDN'T THINK SO.

NOW NOTICE HOW YOU RESPOND TO EACH OF MY EMAILS.  YOUR REPLIES COME BACK SO FAST THAT I KNOW YOU ARE REACTING WITH NOTHING MORE THAN PURE EMOTION.

HERE'S SOMETHING YOU CAN DO WHICH WILL HELP YOU A LOT IN THE FUTURE IF YOU ARE WILLING TO GIVE IT A TRY: WHEN YOU RECEIVE AN EMAIL, GO AHEAD AND POUR YOUR EMOTIONS OUT JUST LIKE YOU DO NOW.  WRITE DOWN THE FIRST THING THAT COMES INTO YOUR MIND, JUST LIKE YOU DO NOW. BUT ...

DON'T HIT THE "SEND" BUTTON.

LET IT SIT FOR A FEW HOURS; OR EVEN A FEW DAYS.  WHEN YOU COME BACK TO IT, START READING IT FROM THE BEGINNING.  I GUARANTEE THAT YOU WILL FIND THINGS THAT YOU WANT TO REMOVE, THINGS THAT YOU WANT TO ADD, AND THINGS THAT YOU WANT TO CHANGE.

NOW IF YOU ARE REALLY DETERMINED TO GIVE IT YOUR BEST ... DON'T HIT THE SEND BUTTON.  WAIT ANOTHER FEW HOURS; OR EVEN DAYS.  EDIT IT ONE MORE TIME.  AGAIN, I ASSURE YOU THAT YOU WILL FIND CHANGES TO IMPROVE YOUR EMAIL.

THIS TIP WILL NOT HELP YOU WIN YOUR RELIGIOUS ARGUMENTS BECAUSE THEY LACK SUPPORTING EVIDENCE TO BEGIN WITH; BUT THEY WILL AT LEAST ALLOW YOU TO PRESENT A BETTER ARGUMENT TO ATHEISTS AND NON-CHRISTIANS WHO AREN'T PARTICULARLY SKILLED IN APOLOGETICS.

HELL, YOU MIGHT EVEN CONVERT ONE OF THEM.

After this discussion, I sure hope you take the time to look over your posts to me. There is a lot of anger and frustration in your tone, very UNrational.

GARY, WHAT YOU CALL ANGER AND FRUSTRATION, I WOULD CALL ECSTASY BORDERING ON SEXUAL STIMULATION, WHICH IS THE FEELING I OFTEN GET WHEN SHREDDING THE BELIEFS OF THOSE WHO CANNOT PROVE WHY THEY BELIEVE.

You pretending to be rational SHOULD see that, but you don’t do you?

GARY, HOW ANYONE WHO WORSHIPS AN INVISIBLE, BAD-TEMPERED, 3-HEADED GHOST CAN CLAIM TO BE THINKING RATIONALLY CAN ONLY BE EXPLAINED BY THE FACT THAT SO MANY PEOPLE ARE INFECTED, THAT THAT BEHAVIOR IS ACTUALLY CONSIDERED NORMAL INSTEAD OF WHAT IT REALLY IS ... A MENTAL ILLNESS.

Now try again, try to be rational. Give me a definition of “scientific method” that most of those fundamentalist atheists you hang around with would agree upon. That’s really not asking for too much. And it certainly isn’t lazy.

GARY, NOW YOU CAN TRY AGAIN.  TRY TO FIND A DICTIONARY ... ALL BY YOURSELF.  I'M SURE THAT YOU CAN EVEN FIND SOMEONE TO HELP YOU IF YOU ASK THEM NICELY.

neo.
************************************************************
GARY BEGINS HIS EMAIL BY QUOTING ME:
"RELIGIOUS PEOPLE ARE THE LAST PEOPLE ON EARTH WHO SHOULD BE TALKING ABOUT HONESTY. EVERY ARGUMENT THEY MAKE IS BUILT ON DECEPTION."
 
Rational? Hardly. Biased? Without a doubt.

GARY, IT IS NOT BIASED WHEN THE ACCUSATION IS BASED ON PROOF.

According to Dr. Drew Westen, director of clinical psychology at Emory University, both Republicans and Democrats AND NEO, the “rationalist” came to biased conclusions by ignoring information that could not be rationally discounted. 

GARY, WESTEN IS A GHOST WORSHIPPER.  HE IS THE LAST PERSON WHO HAS ANYTHING TO OFFER ANYONE REGARDING RATIONALITY.  LIKE YOU, HIS BELIEFS ARE BASED ON THE BLIND FAITH ACCEPTANCE OF ANCIENT GOAT HERDERS AND NOT ON PROVABLE SCIENTIFIC FACT.

After the subjects had made up their minds, brain activity ceased in the areas that deal with negative emotions, such as disgust, and the activity in areas that involve reward sharply increased, a response that Westen said was similar to an addict getting a fix. There were no increases in the part of the brain that controlled reasoning,

DON'T WORRY GARY.  GHOST WORSHIPPERS DO NOT EVEN HAVE THAT PART OF THE BRAIN.  IF THEY DID ... THEY WOULDN'T BE WORSHIPPING INVISIBLE GHOSTS.

"Essentially, it appears as if partisans twirl the cognitive kaleidoscope until they get the conclusions they want, and then they get massively reinforced for it with the elimination of the negative emotions and activation of positive ones," Westen told LiveScience.

GARY, IT'S TOO BAD WESTEN IS UNABLE TO SEE THAT HE IS DESCRIBING ... HIMSELF.

"We did not see any increased activation of the parts of the brain normally engaged during reasoning," said Drew Westen, director of clinical psychology at Emory University. "What we saw instead was a network of emotion circuits lighting up, including circuits hypothesized to be involved in regulating emotion, and circuits known to be involved in resolving conflicts." 

NOW GARY, TRY TO RECALL THAT ADVICE I GAVE YOU EARLIER.  YOU'LL BE AMAZED AT THE RESULTS, IF YOU ACTUALLY THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO SAY BEFORE SENDING IT OFF TO BE SLAUGHTERED.

NEO.
*************************************************************
You obviously didn’t look at the last time you emailed me and when my response was. The fact that you SHOUT through all your emails makes it quite plain that besides being irrational, you’re pissed off at something really bad. If you ever decide to get off the misdirect of your anger mode and want to talk about what’s REALLY bothering you, I’ll listen. But in the state of mind you are presently in, speaking honestly from your heart is quite impossible. There’s too much rage steaming through your brains and heart to communicate. Hope you find peace soon…
 
GARY, LESS THAN 10 MINUTES!
 
I WENT BACK TO MY MAILBOX AND CHECKED FOR YOUR RESPONSE
BECAUSE I KNEW THAT YOU LACKED THE MENTAL CAPACITY TO TAKE THE SOUND ADVICE I OFFERED YOU: WHICH WAS TO ACTUALLY THINK BEFORE YOU WRITE.
 
YOU COULDN'T EVEN WAIT 10 MINUTES! 
BEFORE HYSTERICALLY FIRING OFF A REPLY.
 
ALL INPUT TO YOUR BRAIN IS ROUTED DIRECTLY TO YOUR EMOTIONAL CONTROL CENTER. YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO IMPULSE CONTROL WHATSOEVER.
 
FEW OF YOUR RESPONSES HAVE DEALT WITH THE ISSUES THAT I HAVE RAISED. TALKING TO YOU IS LIKE TALKING TO A WALL. BUT EVEN A WALL HAS MORE SENSE THAN YOU DO.
 
I NOTICED ON THE INTERNET THAT YOU ARE EVEN SHUNNED BY OTHER CHRISTIANS WHO NOTICE THE SAME THING ABOUT YOU AS I DID.
 
YOUR MIND IS INTRACTABLE AND HOPELESS.
 
GARY, THERE IS NO POINT IN CONTINUING THIS EXCHANGE. YOU HAVE NO INTEREST IN, NOR ARE YOU CAPABLE OF, INTELLIGENT DEBATE. DEALING WITH YOU IS LIKE ARGUING WITH A SMALL CHILD.

YOU CAN CONTINUE TO SEND ME EMAILS IF YOU WANT, BUT I SIMPLY HAVE NO MORE TIME TO WASTE ON SOMEONE AS HOPELESS AS YOU WHEN I HAVE FAR BIGGER FISH TO FRY; SO I WILL SIMPLY DELETE YOUR EMAILS ... UNOPENED.
 
YOU SEEM TO BE A WELL-INTENTIONED INDIVIDUAL - JUST REMARKABLY DENSE. SO I AM GOING TO WISH YOU GOOD LUCK GARY ... 
BECAUSE YOU ARE GOING TO NEED IT.
 
NEO.
___________________________________________________

I THEN BET MY FRIEND A MILLION DOLLARS THAT GARY WOULD SEND A REPLY ANYWAY, AND WITHIN A FEW MINUTES ... I WAS RICH.

AND NO - I DIDN'T READ IT.
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

THE JELLYFISH OF ETERNAL YOUTH

THIS JELLYFISH-LIKE CREATURE HAS A SPECIAL TALENT WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE – IT IS, IN EFFECT, IMMORTAL.

TURRITOPSIS NUTRICULA IS CAPABLE OF REJUVENATING ITSELF OVER AND OVER AGAIN. IT DOES SO BY REVERTING BACK TO A POLYP (THE JUVENILE FORM) ONCE IT MATES.

FOUND IN WARM TROPICAL WATERS, THE CREATURE – A HYDROZOAN – IS THE ONLY KNOWN ANIMAL WHICH CAN REVERT COMPLETELY TO ITS YOUNGER SELF.

ITS CELLS TRANSFORM INTO DIFFERENT TYPES AND IT CAN, THEORETICALLY, REPEAT THE CYCLE INDEFINITELY.

MOST MEMBERS OF THE JELLYFISH FAMILY DIE AFTER REPRODUCING.

IT IS NOW THE FOCUS OF MANY STUDIES – AND MAY HELP UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF ETERNAL, OR AT LEAST LONG LIFE.
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

THOMAS JEFFERSON

"RIDICULE IS THE ONLY WEAPON WHICH CAN BE USED AGAINST UNINTELLIGIBLE PROPOSITIONS. IDEAS MUST BE DISTINCT BEFORE REASON CAN ACT UPON THEM; AND NO MAN EVER HAD A DISTINCT IDEA OF THE TRINITY. IT IS THE MERE ABRACADABRA OF THE MOUNTEBANKS CALLING THEMSELVES THE PRIESTS OF JESUS."

"SHAKE OFF ALL THE FEARS OF SERVILE PREJUDICES, UNDER WHICH WEAK MINDS ARE SERVILELY CROUCHED. FIX REASON FIRMLY IN HER SEAT, AND CALL ON HER TRIBUNAL FOR EVERY FACT, EVERY OPINION. QUESTION WITH BOLDNESS EVEN THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD; BECAUSE, IF THERE BE ONE, HE MUST MORE APPROVE OF THE HOMAGE OF REASON THAN THAT OF BLINDFOLDED FEAR."

"CHRISTIANITY IS THE MOST PERVERTED SYSTEM THAT EVER SHONE ON MAN."

