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INTERVIEW WITH INDIANA GOVERNOR MITCH DANIELS

DANIELS TALKS CANDIDLY ABOUT HIS FAITH
ALSO SHARES CONCERNS ABOUT "AGGRESSIVE ATHEISM"

WITH CHRISTMAS IN MIND, INDIANA GOVERNOR MITCH DANIELS OPENED UP ABOUT HIS CHRISTIAN FAITH - WHICH HE CALLS THE CENTRAL PART OF HIS LIFE- IN A RECENT INTERVIEW WITH NEWS CHANNEL 15 AT THE GOVERNOR'S RESIDENCE IN INDIANAPOLIS. AMONG OTHER REVEALING RESPONSES, DANIELS -A PRESBYTERIAN- SAID HE WOULD AGREE WITH THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH'S ASSERTION THAT THE PURPOSE OF LIFE IS "TO GLORIFY GOD AND ENJOY HIM FOREVER."

DANIELS TOLD NEWS CHANNEL 15 IT'S PROBABLY THE MOST HE'S TALKED ABOUT HIS FAITH PUBLICLY IN THE LAST 5 YEARS. THE CONVERSATION SPRUNG AT LEAST PARTLY FROM THE GOVERNOR'S RECENT RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOOK NO ONE SEES GOD BY MICHAEL NOVAK, WHICH DANIELS CHARACTERIZED AS RESPONDING TO "AGGRESSIVE ATHEISM" WITH CHRISTIAN CHARITY. EXCERPTS OF THE INTERVIEW ARE BELOW:

MARK MELLINGER: YOU'VE TALKED ABOUT YOUR OWN PERSONAL FAITH VERY LITTLE. WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? WHAT IS ITS PRIMARY SIGNIFICANCE TO MITCH DANIELS?

GOVERNOR DANIELS: IT'S TRUE. I DON'T TALK ABOUT THESE THINGS TOO OPENLY FOR TWO REASONS.

ONE IS THAT ALTHOUGH FAITH IS VERY CENTRAL TO ME, I ALSO TAKE VERY SERIOUSLY THE RESPONSIBILITY TO TREAT MY PUBLIC DUTIES IN A WAY THAT KEEPS SEPARATE CHURCH AND STATE AND RESPECTS ALTERNATIVE VIEWS.

(MITCH: GREAT START!  WHY DO I HAVE THE FEELING THAT THINGS ARE GOING TO GO DOWNHILL FROM HERE?).

SECONDLY, I'VE SOMETIMES REFERRED TO IT AS A MATTHEW 6 CHRISTIAN. IF YOU READ THAT CHAPTER, IT'S THE ONE THAT TALKS ABOUT PRAYING IN PRIVATE, NOT GIVING YOUR ALMS IN PUBLIC, NOT BEING OSTENTATIOUS ABOUT YOUR FAITH. AND I'VE ALWAYS LIKED THAT NOTION AND THOUGHT THAT WAS A PRETTY IMPORTANT INSTRUCTION.

(MITCH: KEEP GOING LIKE THIS AND I'LL START REFERRING TO YOU AS GOVERNOR DANIELS).

MELLINGER: BUT THEOLOGY HAS TO SHAPE YOUR LIFE, RIGHT? I MEAN, THE EXTERNAL ACTIONS THAT WE SEE YOU TAKE, THEY'RE DRIVEN BY WHAT'S INSIDE. ISN'T IT ALL A RESULT OF YOUR THEOLOGY?

DANIELS: I HOPE IT IS; EXCEPT WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THAT.

TO ME, THE CORE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS HUMILITY, WHICH STARTS WITH RECOGNIZING THAT YOU'RE AS FALLEN AS ANYONE ELSE. AND WE'RE ALL CONSTANTLY TRYING TO GET BETTER, BUT... SO I'M SURE I COME UP SHORT ON WAY TOO MANY OCCASIONS.

(MITCH: YOU ARE MAKING IT VERY HARD FOR ME TO DISLIKE YOU ... PLEASE TRY HARDER).

OUR COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED -THIS IS JUST AN HISTORIC FACT; SOME PEOPLE TODAY MAY RESIST THIS NOTION BUT IT IS ABSOLUTELY TRUE- IT WAS FOUNDED BY PEOPLE OF FAITH.

(MITCH: IN THOSE DAYS VIRTUALLY EVERYONE HAD FAITH IN SOME GOD. EVOLUTION WAS STILL ALMOST A CENTURY AWAY; ASTRONOMICAL DISCOVERIES WERE IN THEIR INFANCY; AND OTHER SCIENTIFIC LAWS WERE JUST BEGINNING TO BE UNCOVERED. THOSE WHO DIDN'T BELIEVE IN THE CHRISTIAN GOD WERE USUALLY DEISTS WHO BELIEVED IN A GOD-LIKE FORCE THAT CREATED EVERYTHING THEY SAW).

IT WAS FOUNDED ON PRINCIPLES OF FAITH.

(MITCH: NAME ONE).

THE WHOLE IDEA OF EQUALITY OF MEN AND WOMEN AND OF THE RACES ALL SPRINGS FROM THE NOTION THAT WE'RE ALL CHILDREN OF A JUST GOD.

(MITCH: NOT QUITE ACCURATE. YOU SEEM TO HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT MEN AND WOMEN WERE NOT EQUAL AND THINGS WOULD STAY THAT WAY FOR 150 YEARS BEFORE WOMEN GOT THE RIGHT TO VOTE. MEN WERE NOT EQUAL EITHER ... UNLESS THEY WERE WHITE.

HOWEVER, THESE INEQUALITIES DID SPRING FROM NOTIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE WHICH MAKES THE POSITION OF WOMEN AND SLAVES VERY CLEAR).

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO AT LEAST MY NOTION OF WHAT AMERICA'S ABOUT AND SHOULD BE ABOUT AND I HOPE IT'S REFLECTED MOST OF THE TIME IN THE CHOICES THAT WE MAKE PERSONALLY.

MELLINGER: IS THERE PART OF YOU THAT IS BOTHERED BY THE AGGRESSIVE ATHEISM OF A SAM HARRIS, A CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS, A RICHARD DAWKINS? AND WHAT I MEAN IS... THIS ATHEISM IS A LITTLE DIFFERENT THAN ATHEISM HAS BEEN IN THE PAST BECAUSE IT DOES SEEK TO CONVERT PEOPLE.

(MARK: THAT WAS DISHONEST JOURNALISM. YOU WEREN'T ASKING A QUESTION - YOU WERE MAKING AN ACCUSATION.

AND YOUR ACCUSATION IS FALSE. ATHEISM DOES NOT SEEK TO CONVERT PEOPLE - IT SEEKS TO EDUCATE THEM: THAT IS NOT THE SAME THING. WHEN A PERSON IS EDUCATED AS TO THE FACTS, THEY ARE FREE TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THEM. CHRISTIANITY, ON THE OTHER HAND, TELLS YOU TO ACCEPT, OR SUFFER ETERNAL DAMNATION. THEY USE THE THREAT OF TERRIBLE TORTURE TO CONVERT THE WEAK AND GULLIBLE).

DANIELS: I'M NOT SURE IT'S ALL THAT NEW.

(MITCH: YOU HIT THE NAIL. IT'S NOT NEW, "NEW ATHEISTS" IS A DEROGATORY TERM COINED BY CHRISTIANS TO REFER TO NONBELIEVERS WHO DARE TO EXERCISE THEIR FREEDOM OF SPEECH).  THE OLD ATHEISTS WERE SIMPLY THOSE WHO KEPT THEIR MOUTHS SHUT.

PEOPLE WHO REJECT THE IDEA OF A GOD -WHO THINK THAT WE'RE JUST ACCIDENTAL PROTOPLASM- HAVE ALWAYS BEEN WITH US.

(MITCH: UP TO THIS POINT YOU HAD BEEN DOING SO WELL.

FIRST, ATHEISM HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH BELIEF IN ABIOGENESIS WHICH IS THE THEORY OF THE ORIGINS OF LIFE.  PEOPLE WHO ACCEPT SCIENTIFIC FACTS INCLUDE CHRISTIANS AS WELL AS ATHEISTS.

YOU NEED TO BONE UP ON BIOLOGY. SCIENTISTS DO NOT BELIEVE WE ARE ACCIDENTAL PROTOPLASM. IT IS FAR MORE COMPLICATED THAN THAT.

AND YOU ARE ALSO WRONG ABOUT ATHEISTS HAVING ALWAYS BEEN WITH US.  UNTIL THE LAST FEW CENTURIES, ATHEISM IN WESTERN CIVILIZATION WAS RARE AND FOR GOOD REASON - IT COULD GET YOU KILLED BY VIOLENT GHOST-WORSHIPPERS).

WHAT BOTHERS ME IS THE IMPLICATIONS - WHICH NOT ALL SUCH FOLKS HAVE THOUGHT THROUGH- BECAUSE REALLY, IF WE ARE JUST ACCIDENTAL, IF THIS LIFE IS ALL THERE IS, IF THERE IS NO ETERNAL STANDARD OF RIGHT AND WRONG, THEN ALL THAT MATTERS IS POWER.

(MITCH: YOU BLEW IT. LET ME COUNT THE WAYS:

THE BEGINNINGS OF LIFE AND THE EVOLUTION THAT FOLLOWED REQUIRED SOME DEGREE OF CHANCE BUT FOLLOWED WELL UNDERSTOOD LAWS OF NATURE.

YOU SAY "THIS LIFE IS ALL THERE IS" AS IF THAT WERE NOT ENOUGH. THE UNIVERSE HAS GIVEN YOU THE GREATEST GIFT IT CAN BESTOW - AND YOUR ONLY THOUGHT IS TO COMPLAIN THAT YOU WANT MORE.

STANDARDS OF RIGHT AND WRONG CHANGE. BESIDES, I'VE SEEN WHAT PASSES FOR STANDARDS OF RIGHT AND WRONG IN YOUR BIBLE, AND IF I WERE YOU, I WOULDN'T GO THERE. YOUR BIBLE IS THE MOST FOUL, DISGUSTING BOOK OF MORAL VALUES EVER GIVEN TO ANY SOCIETY.

YOUR CONCLUSION ABOUT "POWER" DOES NOT FOLLOW FROM THE PREMISES YOU PRESENTED. I WOULD SUGGEST MORE TIME IN AN INTRODUCTORY LOGIC TEXT AND LESS TIME IN THE BIBLE).

AND ATHEISM LEADS TO BRUTALITY.

(MITCH: NOW YOU ARE PISSING ME OFF. WHAT EVIDENCE DO YOU HAVE TO SUPPORT THAT ASSERTION?).

ALL THE HORRIFIC CRIMES OF THE LAST CENTURY WERE COMMITTED BY ATHEISTS -STALIN AND HITLER AND MAO AND SO FORTH- BECAUSE IT FLOWS VERY NATURALLY FROM AN IDEA THAT THERE IS NO JUDGMENT AND THERE IS NOTHING OTHER THAN THE BRIEF TIME WE SPEND ON THIS EARTH.

(MITCH: WITH REASONING POWERS THAT FEEBLE, YOU SHOULDN'T BE GOVERNOR OF YOUR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH.

HITLER WAS NOT AN ATHEIST AND THAT IS EASY TO PROVE. IT IS CLEAR YOU HAVE NOT STUDIED HITLER AND THAT YOU ARE JUST PARROTING CREATIONIST PROPAGANDA.

STALIN WAS AN ATHEIST. SO WHAT? NOW WE HAVE ONE DEVOUT CATHOLIC AND ONE ATHEIST WHO CAUSED MILLIONS OF DEATHS.  YOU CAN FIND EVIL IN EVERY GROUP. IT IS AN ARGUMENT THAT GOES NOWHERE.

IF HORRIFIC CRIMES FLOW NATURALLY FROM THE IDEA THAT THERE IS NO JUDGMENT, THEN CHINA SHOULD BE A HELL ON EARTH; YET THEY HAVE AN INFINITELY MORE PEACEFUL HISTORY THAN CHRISTIAN AMERICA. THE FACTS SIMPLY DO NOT BEAR OUT YOUR CLAIM.

YOUR BIBLE STATES THAT THE MOST HEINOUS CRIMES CAN BE FORGIVEN. SO YOUR JUDGMENT MEANS NOTHING).

EVERYONE'S CERTAINLY ENTITLED IN OUR COUNTRY TO EQUAL TREATMENT REGARDLESS OF THEIR OPINION. BUT YES, I THINK THAT FOLKS WHO BELIEVE THEY'VE COME TO THAT OPINION OUGHT TO THINK VERY CAREFULLY, FIRST OF ALL, ABOUT HOW DIFFERENT IT IS FROM THE AMERICAN TRADITION; HOW IT LEADS TO A VERY DIFFERENT SET OF OUTCOMES IN THE REAL WORLD.

(MITCH: YOU REFUSE TO EDUCATE YOURSELF IN SCIENCE, HISTORY, AND REALITY, AND INSTEAD, RELY ON CLERGY TO TELL YOU FAIRY TALES AND HIDE FROM YOU ALL THE INSANITIES DESCRIBED IN YOUR HOLY BOOK.

GOVERNOR - GROW UP).

*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT


COOLEST STARS COME OUT OF THE DARK: SPITZER SPIES FRIGID BROWN DWARFS

ASTRONOMERS HAVE UNCOVERED WHAT APPEAR TO BE 14 OF THE COLDEST STARS KNOWN IN OUR UNIVERSE. THESE FAILED STARS, CALLED BROWN DWARFS, ARE SO COLD AND FAINT THAT THEY'D BE IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE WITH CURRENT VISIBLE-LIGHT TELESCOPES. SPITZER'S INFRARED VISION WAS ABLE TO PICK OUT THEIR FEEBLE GLOW, MUCH AS A FIREFIGHTER USES INFRARED GOGGLES TO FIND HOT SPOTS BURIED UNDERNEATH A DARK FOREST FLOOR.

THE BROWN DWARFS JOIN ONLY A HANDFUL OF SIMILAR OBJECTS PREVIOUSLY DISCOVERED. THE NEW OBJECTS ARE BETWEEN THE TEMPERATURES OF ABOUT 450 KELVIN TO 600 KELVIN. AS FAR AS STARS GO, THIS IS BITTER COLD -- AS COLD, IN SOME CASES, AS PLANETS AROUND OTHER STARS.

THESE COOL ORBS HAVE REMAINED ELUSIVE FOR YEARS, BUT WILL SOON START COMING OUT OF THE DARK IN DROVES. NASA'S WIDE-FIELD INFRARED SURVEY EXPLORER MISSION (WISE), WHICH IS UP SCANNING THE ENTIRE SKY NOW IN INFRARED WAVELENGTHS, IS EXPECTED TO FIND HUNDREDS OF OBJECTS OF A SIMILARLY CHILLY DISPOSITION, IF NOT EVEN COLDER. WISE IS SEARCHING A VOLUME OF SPACE 40 TIMES LARGER THAN THAT SAMPLED IN THE RECENT SPITZER STUDY, WHICH CONCENTRATED ON A REGION IN THE CONSTELLATION BOÖTES. THE SPITZER MISSION IS DESIGNED TO LOOK AT TARGETED PATCHES OF SKY IN DETAIL, WHILE WISE IS COMBING THE WHOLE SKY.

PETER EISENHARDT, THE WISE PROJECT SCIENTIST AT NASA'S JET PROPULSION LABORATORY, IN PASADENA, CALIF. SAID, "WISE IS LOOKING EVERYWHERE, SO THE COOLEST BROWN DWARFS ARE GOING TO POP UP ALL AROUND US, WE MIGHT EVEN FIND A COOL BROWN DWARF THAT IS CLOSER TO US THAN PROXIMA CENTAURI, THE CLOSEST KNOWN STAR."

BROWN DWARFS FORM LIKE STARS OUT OF COLLAPSING BALLS OF GAS AND DUST, BUT THEY ARE PUNY IN COMPARISON, NEVER COLLECTING ENOUGH MASS TO IGNITE NUCLEAR FUSION AND SHINE WITH STARLIGHT. THE SMALLEST KNOWN BROWN DWARFS ARE ABOUT 5 TO 10 TIMES THE MASS OF OUR PLANET JUPITER -- THAT'S AS MASSIVE AS SOME KNOWN GAS-GIANT PLANETS AROUND OTHER STARS. BROWN DWARFS START OUT WITH A BIT OF INTERNAL HEAT LEFT OVER FROM THEIR FORMATION, BUT WITH AGE, THEY COOL DOWN. THE FIRST CONFIRMED BROWN DWARF WAS ANNOUNCED IN 1995.

CO-AUTHOR DAVY KIRKPATRICK, A MEMBER OF THE WISE SCIENCE TEAM AT THE CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY SAID THAT IT'S POSSIBLE THAT WISE COULD FIND AN ICY, NEPTUNE-SIZED OR BIGGER OBJECT IN THE FAR REACHES OF OUR SOLAR SYSTEM -- THOUSANDS OF TIMES FARTHER FROM THE SUN THAN EARTH. THERE IS SOME SPECULATION AMONGST SCIENTISTS THAT SUCH A COOL BODY, IF IT EXISTS, COULD BE A BROWN DWARF COMPANION TO OUR SUN.

KIRKPATRICK SAID, "ALTHOUGH THERE IS ONLY LIMITED EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST A LARGE BODY IN A WIDE, STABLE ORBIT AROUND THE SUN, WISE SHOULD BE ABLE TO FIND IT, OR RULE IT OUT ALTOGETHER."

EISENHARDT SAID, "WISE IS GOING TO TRANSFORM OUR VIEW OF THE SOLAR NEIGHBORHOOD, WE'LL BE STUDYING THESE NEW NEIGHBORS IN MINUTE DETAIL -- THEY MAY CONTAIN THE NEAREST PLANETARY SYSTEM TO OUR OWN."

NASA'S JET PROPULSION LABORATORY, PASADENA, CALIF., MANAGES THE SPITZER SPACE TELESCOPE MISSION FOR NASA'S SCIENCE MISSION DIRECTORATE IN WASHINGTON. SCIENCE OPERATIONS ARE CONDUCTED AT THE SPITZER SCIENCE CENTER AT THE CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY IN PASADENA. CALTECH MANAGES JPL FOR NASA.

*************************************************************
RELIGION

CHRISTIANS OBEY A HIGHER LAW

IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST FROM THE WOODRUFF CITY BULLETIN, THIS STATEMENT IS FROM JORDAN SEKULOW, ATTORNEY AND DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS WITH THE AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE (A CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATION).

BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION, THE AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE (ACLJ) IS AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO THE DEFENSE OF CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES SECURED BY LAW.

(MY COMMENT: THAT'S THEIR OPINION. IN REALITY, THEY CONSTANTLY ATTACK THE CONSTITUTION IN THE INTERESTS OF CHRISTIAN FUNDAMENTALISTS).

ACLJ ATTORNEYS HAVE ARGUED IN NUMEROUS CASES INVOLVING FIRST AMENDMENT ISSUES BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER FEDERAL AND STATE COURTS. THE ACLJ IS SPECIFICALLY DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL THAT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND FREEDOM OF SPEECH ARE INALIENABLE, GOD-GIVEN RIGHTS.

THE FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION (FFRF) IS MUCH MORE THAN AN ORGANIZATION PROMOTING THEIR VIEW OF THE SO-CALLED “SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE” - A PHRASE, WHICH OF COURSE, DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTION.

(JORDAN: WHY WOULD THE EXACT WORDS HAVE TO APPEAR?  IT IS THE CONCEPT WHICH IS CLEAR TO EVERYONE EXCEPT CHRISTIAN FUNDAMENTALISTS).

THEY CERTAINLY HAVE A RIGHT TO ADVOCATE THEIR VIEW OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT AND THE U.S. CONSTITUTION - EVEN IF IT IS WRONG.
IT IS CLEAR, THOUGH, THAT THE FFRF HAS A FUNDAMENTAL DISDAIN FOR BOTH RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS PEOPLE. THEIR GOAL IS ALSO CLEAR: TO ERADICATE ANY MENTION OF RELIGION, EVEN NONSECTARIAN PRAYER LIKE THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, FROM THE PUBLIC ARENA.

(JORDAN: THEY DIDN'T HAVE TO, OUR LEGAL SYSTEM HAS ALREADY RULED THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ... UNCONSTITUTIONAL).

THE FFRF ALWAYS OVERLOOKS U.S. HISTORY DATING BACK TO OUR NATION'S FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS AND DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

(JORDAN: AS AN ATTORNEY, YOU OF ALL PEOPLE, SHOULD KNOW THAT LAWS ARE NOT DECLARED "UNCONTINENTAL" OR "UNDECLARATIONAL."
THEY ARE DECLARED "UNCONSTITUTIONAL."  IT IS THE CONSTITUTION UPON WHICH OUR LAWS ARE BASED. YOU KNOW THIS. BUT SINCE THE CONSTITUTION PROTECTS AMERICANS FROM YOUR ATTEMPTED CHRISTIAN DOMINATION OF SOCIETY, YOU MISREPRESENT THE TRUTH).

DOES THE FFRF CONSIDER THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE UNCONSTITUTIONAL BECAUSE OF THE MENTION OF “NATURE’S GOD” AND “CREATOR” - 

(JORDAN: HOW DO YOU FIGURE THAT "NATURE'S GOD" REFERS TO THE CHRISTIAN GOD? I HAVE NEVER HEARD YOUR GOD CALLED "NATURE'S GOD." THAT SOUNDS MORE LIKE SPINOZA OR EINSTEIN'S GOD. THAT SOUNDS MORE LIKE IT COULD REFER TO ANYONE'S GOD - WHICH WE KNOW WAS THE INTENTION OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS.

IN 1776 EVERYONE BELIEVED IN A CREATOR. IT WOULD BE ALMOST A CENTURY BEFORE THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION WOULD EVEN BE PUBLISHED; AND THEN ANOTHER CENTURY BEFORE STANLEY MILLER WOULD PROVE THAT LIFE COULD BEGIN WITHOUT ANY SUPERNATURAL ASSISTANCE.

YOUR QUESTION ABOUT THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE BEING UNCONSTITUTIONAL IS NONSENSICAL. BETTER START BRINGING UP YOUR GAME A LEVEL).

SHOULD THOSE WORDS BE STRICKEN? AFTER ALL, THEY CONTINUE TO PURSUE EFFORTS TO REMOVE “UNDER GOD” FROM THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND STAMP-OUT OUR NATIONAL MOTTO “IN GOD WE TRUST.”

(JORDAN: MAYBE YOUR MEMORY NEEDS REFRESHING - UNDER GOD WASN'T PUT IN OUR PLEDGE BY THE FOUNDING FATHERS BUT WAS ADDED ALMOST 200 YEARS LATER IN 1954 UNDER EISENHOWER. SAME WITH THE MOTTO).

SADLY, THIS ORGANIZATION MOCKS RELIGIOUS PEOPLE.

(JORDAN: WHAT IS EVEN SADDER IS WHAT RELIGIOUS PEOPLE HAVE DONE, AND STILL DO TO NONBELIEVERS - AND IT IS A LOT MORE SERIOUS THAN "MOCKING").

A QUICK REVIEW OF THEIR ONLINE STORE TELLS THE STORY: CD'S WITH SONGS TITLED “NOTHING FAILS LIKE PRAYER.”

(JORDAN: PERHAPS YOU HAVE EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY?).

THEY ALSO SELL “BIBLE WARNING” LABELS, AND BUMPER STICKERS THAT READ: “THE BIBLE: A GRIM FAIRLY TALE.”

(JORDAN: I WOULD BE INTERESTED TO HEAR YOU COME UP WITH ONE FAIRY TALE FROM ANY NATION IN HISTORY THAT IS GRIMMER THAN THE BIBLE).

THE FACT IS THAT THE FFRF IS FOCUSED ON ATTACKING AND DEMEANING RELIGION - SPECIFICALLY THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.  NOW, IN A LETTER TO THE CITY OF WOODRUFF, THE FFRF IS CHALLENGING PRAYER BEFORE MEETINGS AND THE CITY SEAL. WE BELIEVE THAT BOTH ARE CONSTITUTIONAL.

(JORDAN: UNFORTUNATELY FOR YOU, OUR LEGAL SYSTEM DOES NOT AGREE.

BY THE WAY, DIDN'T JESUS GIVE YOU SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO PRAY. DIDN'T HE SAY NOT TO BE LIKE THE HYPOCRITES, BUT TO PRAY IN PRIVATE?

JORDAN, DO YOU EVER READ THE BIBLE?).

THIS LETTER IS ANOTHER MISGUIDED ATTEMPT BY THE FFRF TO INTIMIDATE CITIES AND LOCALITIES USING A FLAWED INTERPRETATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT.

(JORDAN: THE FACT THAT YOU PEOPLE ALWAYS LOSE SHOULD BE THE PROOF THAT IT IS YOUR INTERPRETATION THAT IS THE FLAWED ONE).

*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

SAM HARRIS (BORN 1967) 43 YEARS.

HE IS AN AMERICAN NON-FICTION WRITER AND CEO OF PROJECT REASON. HE IS ALSO A PROPONENT OF SCIENTIFIC SCEPTICISM AND IS THE AUTHOR OF THE END OF FAITH (2004), FOR WHICH WON THE 2005 PEN/MARTHA ALBRAND AWARD, AND LETTER TO A CHRISTIAN NATION (2006), A REJOINDER TO THE CRITICISM HIS FIRST BOOK ATTRACTED.


"WE HAVE NAMES FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE MANY BELIEFS 
FOR WHICH THERE IS NO RATIONAL JUSTIFICATION.

WHEN THEIR BELIEFS ARE EXTREMELY COMMON WE CALL THEM 'RELIGIOUS'; OTHERWISE, THEY ARE LIKELY TO BE CALLED 'MAD', 'PSYCHOTIC' OR 'DELUSIONAL'...

CLEARLY THERE IS SANITY IN NUMBERS."

