[bookmark: _GoBack]MARCH 28, 2010		THESKEPTICARENA.COM

TEXAS SCHOOL BOARD REWRITES HISTORY

AT SOME POINT DURING THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION LAST WEEK, THAT AUGUST BODY DECIDED THAT WHEN PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS CAME TO STUDY THE ERA OF THE GREAT SOCIETY AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION THEY SHOULD HENCEFORTH BE REQUIRED TO "ANALYZE ANY UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES" OF THOSE 1960'S REFORMS.

I DO NOT KNOW WHAT "CONSEQUENCES" BOARD MEMBERS HAD IN MIND WHEN THEY APPROVED THAT MEASURE. TEXAS'S SOCIAL STUDIES GUIDELINES ARE IMMENSELY INFLUENTIAL WITH THE PUBLISHERS OF THE NATION'S TEXTBOOKS, AND FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS THE LIBERAL WORLD HAS WATCHED IN HORROR AS THE BOARD'S DOMINANT CONSERVATIVE FACTION HAS EDITED ITS GUIDELINES TO BETTER REFLECT ITS VIEWS OF THE CONSTITUTION, THE FOUNDING FATHERS, AND JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING ELSE. STILL, THE "UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES" CHANGE WAS VOTED IN WITHOUT FURTHER DISCUSSION OR EXPLANATION.

(MY COMMENT: LAST YEAR THEY ATTACKED EVOLUTION BY TRYING TO GET THEIR CHRISTIAN CREATIONISM ACCEPTED AS "SCIENCE," IN CLEAR VIOLATION OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. THEY WILL CONTINUE TO ATTACK OUR LAWS AND OUR SCHOOLS UNTIL THEY ACHIEVE THEIR STATED GOAL - "A CHRISTIAN NATION."

WELCOME TO THE MIDDLE EAST).

HERE'S A SUGGESTION: STUDENTS LOOKING FOR "UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES" SHOULD STUDY THE TEXAS SCHOOL BOARD ITSELF, AS WELL AS THE FOUR-DECADE-LONG BACKLASH AGAINST LIBERALISM THAT HAS GIVEN US SO MANY CULTURE WARS. STUDENTS MIGHT "ANALYZE" HOW THE PROCESS OF WRITING TEXTBOOK STANDARDS CAME TO BE A FIGHT OVER EVOLUTION AND THE PIETY OF THE NATION'S FOUNDERS. THEY MIGHT ASK HOW CYNTHIA DUNBAR, WHO WROTE IN HER 2008 BOOK "ONE NATION UNDER GOD" THAT PUBLIC EDUCATION IS "CLEARLY TYRANNICAL" AND "A SUBTLY DECEPTIVE TOOL OF PERVERSION," CAME TO OCCUPY A SEAT ON ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARDS IN AMERICA.

(MY COMMENT: SHE CAME TO OCCUPY THAT SEAT AS THE RESULT OF A DIRECT ATTACK, THAT IS OCCURRING THROUGHOUT OUR NATION, BY RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISTS).

TO ITS CRITICS, THE PROCEEDINGS APPEAR LIKE A SORT OF TEXAS INQUISITION, IN WHICH BUFFOONS WHO BELIEVE THEY'RE AUTHORITIES HAND DOWN HALF-BAKED OPINIONS FROM OVERSTUFFED CHAIRS.

(MY COMMENT: I COULDN'T HAVE SAID IT BETTER).

TO OTHERS, HOWEVER, THE WHOLE THING IS PROBABLY A BOLD BLOW AGAINST THE TYRANNICAL SUBTLETY OF LIBERALISM.

(MY COMMENT: EVOLUTION HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH LIBERALISM; IT IS SCIENTIFIC FACT. HISTORICAL FACTS ARE INDEPENDENT OF LIBERALISM AND CONSERVATISM - IT IS ONLY THE DISTORTION OF THOSE FACTS THAT ARE RELATED TO LIBERALISM AND CONSERVATISM).

WHEN THE TEXAS EDUCATION BOARD INSISTS THAT THE WORD "EXPANSIONISM" (NOT "IMPERIALISM") BE USED TO DESCRIBE THE OVERSEAS DEEDS OF THE MCKINLEY ADMINISTRATION, WHEN IT INSTRUCTS TEXTBOOK WRITERS TO ALWAYS USE THE TERM "FREE-ENTERPRISE" AND NEVER THE TERM "CAPITALISM," IT ISN'T DOING SO BECAUSE IT FEELS SOLICITUDE FOR IMPERIALISTS OR THE BIG-MONEY SET.

(MY COMMENT: EXPANSIONISM IS A EUPHEMISM FOR IMPERIALISM. WHENEVER SOMEONE REPLACES A WORD WITH A EUPHEMISM, IT IS BECAUSE THEY CANNOT DEFEND THE ACTION, SO THEY USE A TERM THAT THEY THINK THEY CAN DEFEND.

BUT CALLING IMPERIALISM "EXPANSIONISM" DOESN'T CHANGE WHAT COLONIZATION DID TO INDIGENOUS PEOPLE - IT ONLY MAKES IT SOUND JUSTIFIABLE).

HEAVENS NO. BOARD MEMBERS ARE DOING IT TO VINDICATE THE LITTLE GUY, TO WREST THE LANGUAGE AWAY FROM AN INTELLECTUAL ELITE. AS DON MCLEROY, ONE OF THE LEADERS OF THE BOARD'S CONSERVATIVE FACTION, PUT IT IN LAST YEAR'S DEBATE OVER EVOLUTION, "SOMEBODY'S GOT TO STAND UP TO EXPERTS."

(DON: THE ONLY PEOPLE QUALIFIED TO STAND UP TO EXPERTS ... ARE OTHER EXPERTS - NOT FRUSTRATED DENTISTS LIKE YOU).

INDEED, OUTRAGE AGAINST THE CONSPIRACY OF INTELLECTUALS SEEMED TO LURK JUST BELOW THE SURFACE DURING LAST WEEK'S DELIBERATIONS, BREAKING INTO THE OPEN DURING MOMENTS OF RANCOR. "I SEE NO NEED, FRANKLY, TO COMPROMISE WITH LIBERAL PROFESSORS FROM ACADEMIA," RAILED BOARD MEMBER TERRI LEO WHEN SOMEONE CHALLENGED THE MOVE TO NIX THE WORD "CAPITALISM." "THAT'S PART OF THE PROBLEM OF HOW WE END UP WITH DISTORTED AND LIBERAL BIASED TEXTBOOKS IS BECAUSE THAT'S WHO'S WRITING THEM."

(SO TERRI, WHY IS YOUR DISTORTED AND BIASED VIEW BETTER?).

SOMETIMES THE BOARD IMAGINED ITSELF TAKING ON EVEN GRANDER TYRANTS. WHEN THE CHAIRWOMAN, GAIL LOWE, ASKED FOR OBJECTIONS TO A MEASURE REQUIRING STUDENTS TO "ANALYZE THE DECLINE IN VALUE OF THE U.S. DOLLAR INCLUDING THE ABANDONMENT OF THE GOLD STANDARD," ONE MEMBER JOKED, "I'LL BET THE FEDERAL RESERVE WOULD OBJECT." OH, THEY'LL TEACH ALAN GREENSPAN NOT TO MESS WITH TEXAS!

I HAVE NO DESIRE TO EXCUSE ACADEMIA'S FAILINGS. ITS PEER-REVIEW SYSTEM SOMETIMES ENCOURAGES FADS AND SELF-REINFORCING GROUPTHINK. BUT AT LEAST IT DEMANDS FAIRNESS AND CAREFUL RESEARCH. 

THE STATE'S BOARD OF EDUCATION, BY CONTRAST, FEELS ENTITLED TO ENFORCE ITS HOMEMADE PARTY LINE WITH A RIGIDITY THAT NO PINKO WOULD DARE TO DREAM OF. BACK IN JANUARY, FOR INSTANCE, IT STRUCK THE AUTHOR OF "BROWN BEAR, BROWN BEAR, WHAT DO YOU SEE?" FROM A LIST OF PEOPLE FOR THIRD-GRADERS TO STUDY BECAUSE IT GOT HIM CONFUSED WITH THE SIMILARLY NAMED AUTHOR OF "ETHICAL MARXISM," A BOOK THAT, ACCORDING TO BOARD MEMBER PAT HARDY, MAKES "VERY STRONG CRITIQUES OF CAPITALISM AND THE AMERICAN SYSTEM."

(MY COMMENT: YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF GROSS MENTAL INCOMPETENCE. THEY CAN'T EVEN PERFORM SIMPLE FUNCTIONS WITHOUT EMBARRASSING THEMSELVES.  INSTEAD OF WORSHIPPING IGNORANCE, THEY SHOULD RECONSIDER THE VALUE OF "EXPERTS").

AND, AS WE ALL KNOW, THOSE WHO CRITICIZE CAPITALISM DESERVE TO HAVE NO PLACE IN PUBLIC LIFE, ESPECIALLY IN THIS AGE OF AFFLUENCE AND FINANCIAL PROBITY. (THE BOARD LATER DISCOVERED ITS ERROR AND REINSTATED THE "BROWN BEAR" AUTHOR.)

THE HISTORY WARS ARE HEATING UP WHEREVER CONSERVATIVE POPULISM IS ON THE MARCH.

(MY COMMENT: UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS ON THE MARCH EVERYWHERE).

YESTERDAY'S WASHINGTON POST DESCRIBED A PRESS CONFERENCE AT WHICH FORMER HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER DICK ARMEY, NOW THE DE FACTO TEA PARTIER IN CHIEF, COULD BE HEARD CELEBRATING THE "SMALL-GOVERNMENT CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT" AND BITTERLY ASSAILING THOSE WHO "DO NOT CHERISH AMERICA THE WAY WE DO" AND WHO "DID NOT READ THE FEDERALIST PAPERS." 

THAT'S WHEN CRUDE REALITY INTERVENED. ACCORDING TO THE POST, AN AUDIENCE MEMBER ASKED MR. ARMEY TO EXPLAIN HIS REVERENCE FOR THE FEDERALIST PAPERS IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT "THEIR PRINCIPAL AUTHOR, ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 'WAS WIDELY REGARDED THEN AND NOW AS AN ADVOCATE OF A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.'"

LIKE HIS FELLOW TEXANS, MR. ARMEY IMMEDIATELY RESORTED TO ANTI-INTELLECTUALISM. HE SUGGESTED THAT THE ONLY ONES WHO SAW HAMILTON IN SUCH A WAY WERE "TODAY'S MODERN ILL-INFORMED POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSORS."

(WELL, DICK: PERHAPS IF YOU HADN'T FALLEN ASLEEP WHILE YOU WERE IN THOSE POLITICAL SCIENCE CLASSES, YOU WOULD HAVE LEARNED HOW HISTORY REALLY WAS, INSTEAD OF PROMOTING HISTORY THE WAY YOU "WANT IT TO BE").

BUT YOU CAN'T HOLD HISTORY OFF BY PROJECTING UPON IT SIMPLE FANTASIES OF YOUR OWN VIRTUE. NOT EVEN THE HOLY HAND OF THE TEXAS SCHOOL BOARD HAS THAT KIND OF POWER.

(FINAL COMMENT: THE "HOLY" HAND IS THE PROBLEM. WHEN TEXAS REPLACES ITS GHOST-WORSHIPPERS WITH RATIONAL THINKING PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THE REAL WORLD, MAYBE THEN TEXAS WILL START MAKING DECISIONS CONSISTENT WITH A MODERN 21ST CENTURY CIVILIZATION).
*************************************************************
THE SCIENCE SEGMENT

CLOAK OF INVISIBILITY MAY SOON BE A REALITY!
GERMAN SCIENTISTS SAY THEY HAVE SUCCESSFULLY USED A NEW MATERIAL TO RENDER AN OBJECT INVISIBLE IN THREE DIMENSIONS FOR THE FIRST TIME. PREVIOUS EFFORTS AT SO-CALLED INVISIBILITY CLOAKS COULD ONLY HIDE OBJECTS FROM LIGHT COMING IN ONE DIRECTION. THE MATERIAL CHANGES THE BEHAVIOR OF LIGHT RAYS TO "TRANSFORM SPACE," THE LEAD RESEARCHERS TELLS THE BBC. 
THE MATERIAL—MADE UP TINY CRYSTALS WITH AIR SPACES IN BETWEEN—SHIELDED THE OBJECT FROM INFRARED LIGHT, AND THE TEAM IS NOW TRYING TO RECREATE THE EFFECT IN THE SPECTRUM OF LIGHT VISIBLE TO HUMANS. THE OBJECT CLOAKED WAS MINUSCULE, BUT SCIENTISTS SAY THE TECHNOLOGY WILL WORK AT ANY SCALE AND WE COULD SOON BE NOT SEEING MUCH BIGGER OBJECTS.
*************************************************************
ABROAD

BANGLADESH MAN BEHEADED TO REDDEN BRICKS
FORTUNE TELLER CALLS FOR HUMAN SACRIFICE
A BANGLADESHI MAN WAS BEHEADED IN A BIZARRE RITUAL TO IMPROVE A LOCAL BRICK BUSINESS. WHEN OWNERS BECAME CONCERNED THAT BRICKS IN A NORTHERN VILLAGE WERE LOSING THEIR SOUGHT-AFTER REDDISH HUE, A FORTUNE TELLER ENCOURAGED A HUMAN SACRIFICE. FOUR LABORERS, FOLLOWING OWNERS' ORDERS, KILLED A 26-YEAR-OLD FELLOW WORKER AND BAKED HIS HEAD IN A KILN IN AN EFFORT TO REDDEN THE BRICKS. THE WORKERS HAVE BEEN BUSTED AND POLICE ARE SEARCHING FOR THE OWNERS AND FORTUNE TELLER, REPORTS THE TELEGRAPH.
(MY COMMENT: CAN YOU JUST IMAGINE LOSING YOUR LIFE AND EVERYTHING YOU'VE WORKED FOR, AND DREAMED ABOUT, AND NEVER BEING ABLE TO SEE YOUR FAMILY OR FRIENDS AGAIN - ALL, JUST BECAUSE SOME MORONS WANTED REDDER BRICKS?).
*************************************************************
FAMOUS QUOTES

PLUTARCH (46 – 120 AD) 74 YEARS.
HE WAS A GREEK HISTORIAN, BIOGRAPHER, ESSAYIST, AND MIDDLE PLATONIST KNOWN PRIMARILY FOR HIS PARALLEL LIVES AND MORALIA. HE WAS BORN TO A PROMINENT FAMILY IN CHAERONEA, BOEOTIA, A TOWN ABOUT TWENTY MILES EAST OF DELPHI.

"THE MIND IS NOT A VESSEL TO BE FILLED, BUT A FIRE TO BE KINDLED."
